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TO THE INHABITANTS OF THE YILLAaiS AND NEIGH« 
BOURHOOD OF ABASE. 

My dear Friends — ^When absent from you in the 
winter of 1836, I passed some weeks at Frankfort 
on the Maine; I there constantly attended the Lectures 
of a Clergyman whose preaching appeared to me par- 
ticularly calculated to impress upon his hearers the 
abundant love of Christ to Man. My spirits were 
much depressed at the time by the alarming illness of 
a very dear child, for whose recovery I since have 
had much cause to be thankful, but still preserving a 
grateful sense of the comfort derived from M. Bon- 
net's doctrines, I have endeavoured to translate 
a short course of his lectures, in the hope that their 
influence might be extended among my own neigh- 
bours. To youthen do. I offer them with sincere 
wishes for your spiritual and temporal welfare. 

For the instruction of my young readers, who are 
accustomed to seek for texts from the Bible, I have 
by note*^ directed them to the passages from whence 
the Scriptural quotations are taken. Humb)(e as my 
abilities may be, I should indeed esteem it a blessed 
privilege were I permitted to employ them in the 
service of a^tender Master, who has promised that a 

J. ... 
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Clip of cold water offered in the name of a disciple 
Trill not be rejected — ^we have passed many years of 
oar earthly pilgrimage in the same parish — ^we have 
ofto I^^t together in prayer, and knelt around " the 
^me altar, and that the blessings of Diyine Grace 
may be abundantly pouned down upon ns all, is the 
sincere desire of 

Your affectiouate friend, 

C—- D — ^— . 

AdarCf Jw/y, 1837. 
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LECTURE I. 



LAZARUS, MARTHA, AND MARY, 

Now a eertBtn man was sick, named Lasanis, of Bethanr, ths town of 
If arj and her tbter Martba.— fii. John iL 1. 

^* The Chrigtian religion, though appearing to have 
for its sole object our happiness in a life to come, consti- 
tutes our only true happiness in this." This admirable 
truth, thus expressed by a celebrated French author,* is 
neither understood by worldly-minded people nor duly 
appreciated by those who have had the benefit of its 
experience. No doubt that we, creatures of a day, 
strangers and pilgrims, do well not to expect happiness 
in a world polluted by sin. This is not a place of rest, 
we should indeed deceive ourselves if we sought it 
here. We who are the ministers of him who had not 
on this earth where to lay his head, are not to encou- 
rage in those to whom we speak in his name the anx- 
iety we all have to possess before our appointed time, 
to rest before we have finished our course, and to reap 
before we have sown ; many who know the Gospel 
only by name have fallen into a great error by imagin- 
ing that in order to bring their hearts into due sub- 
jection to it, they have only to impose on themselves 
painful sacrifices, and unfruitful self-denials, but far 
from seeking to stifle our best feelings, or to paralyse 
our noblest faculties, the Gospel of Christ exalts and 
sanctifies them, by restoring them to the original des- 
tination from which they had been led away by sin. 

f Montetquieii. 
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The Gospel properly understood sanctions the natural 
feelings of the heart proving the truth of these inspired 
words. " *Godliness is profitable unto all things, 
having promise of the life that now is and of that 
which is to coine." Our Redeemer's whole life was 
an evidence of this fact. Though the principal object 
of his missioin was to seek and save that which was 
lost, yet the sight of our temporal sorrows moved 
him to much compassion — there were no troubles he 
did not hasten to relieve, no sufferings for which his 
tender pity djid not find some alleviation. 

Now as ministers of his word, and wishing " *to 
declare unto you all the counsel of God," we ought 
not, either in public or private, to neglect this very 
interesting part of our Lord's Divine Mission. We 
ought, my dear brethren, to lay before you unreser- 
vedly his whole work ; his whole life. When speak- 
ing to you of Jesus Christ, (and he sljould be the con- 
stant theme of our instructions,) though we usually 
must represent him to you, as descending from Heaven, 
to deliver us from the guilt which is consuming us, as 
expiating our sins upon the cross, as dying for our 
offences and rising again for our justification, yet we 
must not pass over in silence those affecting passages 
in his terrestrial life which he passed in assuaging the 
sorrow and healing the diseases of those who were 
brought unto him. Besides, dear friends, in shew- 
ing- you Jesus Chribt as your comforter, we shew him 

• 1 Tim. It. 2. t Acts xx. 27. 
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to you as your Saviour, he comforts by saying you, 
and by destroying the cause delivers you from the 
bitter consequences of sin. 

We think in the whole of the Gospel history there 
is not a more affecting incident, or one more calcu- 
lated to instruct us and shew us the love of Jesus, 
than the illness, death, and resurrection of one of his 
Disciples — ^it is recorded in the Chapter from whence 
we have taken our text. 

If your mind be capable of appreciating all that 
is great, noble, and divine, in that love which the 
Lord felt for us — if you have ever known affliction, 
or are now suffering under severe trial, you will 
delight in coming with me to the grave of Lazarus, 
the fi-iend of Jesus. You will love the sad abode of 
death when Jesus is present to brighten it with light 
and life ; you will love the sorrows of the family of 
Bethany when Jesus draws near and brings them 
comfort — you will even love the sufferings of this 
mortal life, when Jesus pours a healing balm into 
your wounds. After weeping with Martha and Mary 
over the tomb of their lamented brother, perhaps 
your tears, like their'e, may be changed into songs of 
praise — O ! death where is thy sting, O I grave where 
is thy victory. — In the course of your life you may 
possibly find but too many opportunit'es af applying 
to yourselves the lessons taught to these afflicted 
sisters. Who among you hath been spared the trials 
B 2 
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attending our pilgrimj^e in the world ? or who can 
hope to escape them in future ? Alas ! in addressing 
the afflicted^ do we not address all created beings ? it 
is then for your own sakes we would make known to 
you the only true Comforter, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

My beloved brethren, in the first place, let me 
beseech you to join us in imploring the blessings of 
God on the course of lectures we are beginning this 
day, that our words may not be the mere feeble say- 
ings of a weak sinner, but may prove to be words of 
Eternal life, and. Oh ! may they be accompanied by 
an assurance of spirituality and power. 

The narrative on which we propose to discourse is 
related to us by St. John — St. John the Disciple 
whom Jesus loved; he who at the last supper leaned 
on the bosom of his Master, or rather of his friend, 
and who appears there to have drank deeply of his 
Redeemer's love — St. John, who at the foot of the 
cross, received that most precious bequest, the Mother 
of the dying Jesus. To St. John the whole Gospel 
seems comprised in one word. Love : He derives all 
things from love, he refers all things to love. " • He 
that loveth not, knoweth not God, for God is love." 
** fGod is love, and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth 
in God, and God in him." " t Behold what manner of 
love the Father has bestowed upon us, that we should 
be called the sons of God." " § God so loved the 

• 1 /Obn ir. 8. t 1 Joha It. 10. tl^ohniiLl. $Jo]mUi.ia. 
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world that he gave his only begotten Son that who8o« 
ever beKeveth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life." Such was the language of this 
Disciple ; such the prevailing thought of his heart. 
Jesus was to him far beyond the whole world ; he was 
the very life of his soUl, and having lived in extreme 
intimacy with his Saviour, and being acquainted with 
his secret thoughts, he was peculiarly alive to all 
those words and actions which emanated from his 
mercy and love. This feeling is proved in every page 
of his writings, and in the passage we are now con- 
sidering, we see how anxious he was to guide us to 
the tomb of Lazarus, and to let us see him uniting 
his tears with those of Martha and Mary, awakening 
peace and joy in their aifiicted bosoms. In order to 
do this, he breaks off the thread of his story, and 
introduces this a£[)|cting episode before he proceeds to 
detail the last sufferings of his beloved master ; and 
what an introduction to those sufferings is this tale, 
shewing so forcibly as it does the depth of his love 
for those he came to save. St. John records the 
resurrection of Lazarus with peculiar interest; not 
only as an eye-witness, but as having sympathised in 
the affliction of this family with all the warmth of his 
sensitive and affectionate heart, he knew them, and 
loved them, because they loved his Master. He 
enters into the most minute details ; let us follow him 
with deep attention. He at once transports us to a 
peaceful dwelling at Bethany. " Now a certain man 
was sick, named Lazarus, of Bethany, the town of 
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Mary and her sister Martha. (It was that Mary 
which anointed the Lord with ointment, and wiped 
his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick.) 

Bethany was a little village pleasantly situated on 
the east side of the Mount of Olives only a tew miles 
distant from Jerusalem. Jesus had some friend there 
whose house and hearts were equally open to receive 
him ; there he frequently passed his hours of rest with 
his disciples, and in the solace of confidence and 
friendship, forgot the toils of his wandering life, and 
the sorrows brought on him by the ingratitude of those 
whose salvation he came to eQect. It was a day of 
rejoicing to Lazarus and his sisters when Jesus favored 
their humble dwelling with his presence. They were 
in truth members of that little flock of true Israelites 
who were waiting for the Messiah, " *the consolation 
of Israel." Great was their joy when they were per- 
mitted to behold in Jesus Christ the Saviour wh^m 
their souls desired, " fos the hart pants after the water 
brooks." ' Great was their joy when they saw that 
Jesus loved them; that he rested under their bumble 
roof, and spake to them of his blessed kingdom. — 
Dear friends, you who know by experience the joys 
of that brotherly love of which our Lord in his mercy 
permits his children on earth should taste ; you who 
have been taught by the Gospel how to feel and how 
to love, you can understand the gladness felt by 
Lazarus and his sisters at those sweet, affectionate dis- 

• Lak« U. 20. t PMlina zizzU. 1. 
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courses, when Jesus revealed to them the secrets of 
his heart, and treated them with confidence and love. 
If you can derive happiness from an intercourse with 
those you love in Christ, how inexpressible must have 
been that feeling of peace which our Lord diffused 
throughout that dwelling, and left abiding in the hearts 
of its inmates. Now Lazarus and his sisters loved 
Jesus above all things : we see how tliey glori «ed in 
his affection, in spite of the reproachful name of Na- 
zarine — in spite of the persecutions which had already 
been raised against him, and even against those who 
were known to be his disciples. When the mob at 
Jerusalem, excited by the Scribes and Pharisees, took 
up stones to cast at him, Lazarus rejoiced in giving him 
an asylum ; for though he had created worlds he had 
not where to lay his head. We have reason to believe 
that Jesus often retired to Bethany, even to the last 
moment, when he gave his life as a ransom for sinners. 
.'Beloved brethren, are your dwellings houses of refuge 
for the Saviour whose name is still blasphemed in this 
world ? Do you confess him fearlessly and faithfully 
before a perverse generation ? Is his name venerated 
and invoked in your families ? Are your homes what 
Bethany was to him, when Jerusalem was preparing 
to crucify the Lord of Glory ? Do those who know 
not yet the love of Christ find in your dwellings an 
altar dedicated to his glory ? Is your home sweetened 
h»jr the peace which emanates from the presence of 
Christ ? Is it brightened by the light of his truth ? 
Oh ! my friends, if this be so you will find Jesus in 
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your hour of trial, what he was to Martha and Mary 
in their's. 

What tender sympathy existed between Lazarus and 
his sisters, notwithstanding the diversity of their 
characters ! The love of Jesus was the tie that bound 
them fast together — where that bond is found happiness 
must follow. 'Probably they lived in much seclusion 
from a world, which ever has been at enmity with 
God, and that Jesus, his Disciples, and a few faithful 
Israelites, were the only visiters who enlivened the 
stillness and solitude of Bethany. St. John tells us 
that Jesus loved Lazarus — ^he found in him a mind 
(rare indeed in this world), which having received and 
understood his word, was alive to the noble and pure 
influence of sacred friendship. The friend of Jesus, 
in his obscure retreat was far greater in the eyes of 
his Lord than the hero renowned for earthly splendour ; 
he was still in the prime of life, for we learn from 
tradition that he lived thirty years after his resurrec- 
tion. We may wonder why our Lord did not employ 
him as an Apostle, and why he left him in his peace- 
ful home, though he called upon Peter to leave his 
ship and his nets, and Matthew his receipt of custom, 
that he might appoint them messengers of glad tidings. 
But our Lord knew the calling best suited to his 
children, and allots to each his most fitting station.---- 
His wisdom or goodness was never doubted by 
Lazarus, and whether he undersood his Master*8 
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motives or not, he submitted readily to his 'will.— 
" What matters it," he thought " in which way he 
orders me to manifest my love for him ? I submit, 
even if he called me to no other service, than to offer 
him my humble residence. Were it his will that I 
should glorify him only by my sufferings, and worship 
him upon abed of sickness, I know he would accept 
me as kindly as one whom he had sent forth to preach 
. his name before Rulers and Kings. Should the Lord 
coll you to works of Charity and Piety unseen by 
man, would these be your feelings ? Were you only 
desired to give a cup of cold water in his name, to 
share your loaf with a hungry beggar, or to whisper 
comfort to a wretched but obscure sufferer, would you 
think yourself equally favored by Godj as if you 
were one of those persons whose names are printed in 
letters of gold, and proclaimed as benefactors of the 
human race ? Or suppose the Lord called you to serve 
him by " the work of patience," either by enduring 
affliction, or bodily suffering, would you think your- 
self as much honored, as one appointed to spread his 
truth from the pulpit, surrounded by admiring and 
crowded congregations? Remember that the Lord 
looketh on the heart, he doth not regard what man 
regardeth. How many true followers of Christ, pass 
tmobservedly through the pilgrimage of life, till he 
wh« knows the secrets of all hearts, will crown them 
in the presence of men and angels, " *With an incor- 
ruptible crown of glory that fadeth not away." 
• 1 PWer T. 4, 
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Martha (probably the eldest sister) appears to have 
been of a totally different character from her brother 
and sister. She was the St. Peter of her sei — her 
thoughts and feelings were all displayed by her life 
and animation. When she had an opportunity of 
proving her affection for Jesus, we find her restless and 
occupied, seeking by every means in her power to 
receive with due respect a guest so worthy of vene- 
ration and love. When Jesus appeared, every thing 
in the house was made use of that could be serviceable 
to him. It never occurred to her that she might for 
an instant lay aside her services, and sit at his feet, 
and hear his word. No, she would not weary him, 
before he was rested and refreshed with the choicest 
provisions she could procure for him — though she was 
far from understanding the thoughts or wishi^d of 
Jesus, yet she was sincere and steady in her own me- 
thod of proving her devotion to him. St. John in- 
cludes her with the other members of the family whom 
Jesus loved, and our Lord gives her only a gentle re- 
proof, when he says to her, " fMartha^ Martha, thou 
art careful and troubled about many things, but one 
thing is needful : and Mary hath chosen that good 
part which shall not be taken away from her." 

Mary felt and acted differently. She was the St. 
John of her sex ; her quick feelings were concealed 
in the depths of her sensitive mind*-she felt that none 

• 1 Peter r. 4, t St. Lok<e x, 41, 
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. but her Lord could satisfy the desires of her pious 
heart. When she saw him, when she listened to him, 
the world vanished from her sight ; her sole happiness 
wa» to sit at his feet, to devour with avidity, and lock 
up in the storehouse of her memory, every word that 
fell from hi« divine lips — ^the visits of our Saviour were 
too few and too short for her wishes — the hours of his 
presence flew but two swiftly ; she could not bear to 
waste one moment of them. Like Martha she would 
have offered him all most dear to her, but she knew 
that Jesus came rather to give than to receive, and that 
he who had despised " *all the kingdoms of the world 
and the glory of them," required but one thing, the 
hearts of his disciples. She coidd offer him nothing 
she deemed worthy of him, or even find words to ex- 
press her adoring love. Her attentive looks, and a 
few tears which occasionally fell from her eyes, were 
the only outward signs of her emotions. O ! how pre- 
cious were the moments when she Qould listen to her 
Savipur, and hear him speak of the salvation he pur- 
chased for his redeemed— of their forgiveness by God 
—of their reconciliation with God, and of that blessed 
kingdom, where there could be no more sorrow be- 
cause there was no more sin. 

However, we sboidd be much mistaken if we sup- 
posed that Mary's religion consisted in inactive con- 
templation, an4imfruitful persuasion; no, in one of 

• St Maftt. ir. 6. 
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the laat visits that Jesas p%id to Bethany, a tew dnys 
before his crucifixtion, 6t» John teUa us, that ^^.Hhej 
made him a supper." It was in Lazacua' house, Btkd 
Martha as ^sual <^ served.'^ Mary, whoUy devoted to 
her Saviour, *^ ftook soma ointment of spikenard, 
very costly, and anointed the-ieet of J[esus» aod wipe<i 
his feet with her hair." Judas bla^med hery saying, 
** why was not this ointment sold for three hundred 
pence, and given to the poov ?"-—<< Then said Jesus, let 
her alone, against the day of my burying hath she 
kept this. For the poor always ye have with you, 
but me ye have not always." Boes not this imply, 
that she whose whole soul was £lled with ttie love of 
God, would find that veiy love an incitement to every 
good action, and the foundation of all good works and 
holy living? This is the love which springs up in $ 
regenerated heart — ^whichis felt for him who loved us 
so well as to give his life for us, and without whioh 
Religion would be an empty sound, a barren tree, an 
iinfruitftd soil. ** t He that loveth not knoweth not 
God." It would be idle of us to say we are Disciples 
of Christ because we are called by his name, because 
we may be useM in our generation, and take an 
interest in the advancement of his kingdom, or because 
like Martha we may be " careful about mauy things." 
If we do not feel in our hearts the love that seeks the 
Communion of Qod — ^which makes us love his word 
as Mary did— ^hich changes our faeiarb, and makes 

* St. John zU. S. t St Jobn zii. 3--7. t 1 Jobn ir. 8. 
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va new cfeatur^s— trhich conquers our self-wIII, and 
teaches us to denjr cmrselves; a love that can never 
perfsh, that will endare when all other things have 
pasfiM away-i-Whi<ih will be the foundation of our 
eterhal happiAess, I say, if we do not feel this love in 
our hearfe iA vain mAJr wie " • Speak with the tongues 
bf men and of angels ;" in vain have the gift of pro- 
phecy, and understasld t\l mysteries and all know- 
ledge, in vAih would We IjfeistoW all our goods to feed 
the poor, and give our bodies to be burned, without 
love (niihd, this is the word of God) we should be as 
nothing — v^ should become as sounding brass or a 
tinkling cytnbal." All this would be as nothing in the 
day of our Lord, when all things shall pass away, love 
alone excepted. "Aj destf friends, let us take Mary's 
Example and ask ourselves seriously, what is our faith ? 
what are our hopes ? what the motives of our actions 1 
If tre love Jesiis, and have in him that **f faith that 
worketh by love," all is well 5 but if we feel coldly 
towards him all is wrong, eternally wrong. Such was 
the happy family of Bethany, its members were loved 
by Jesus, they loved him, and consequently loved 
one another — bound together by that constraining 
power, they shared all in common, pleasures, pains, 
hopes and fears, and under this sweet influence they had 
lived long in peace and joy ; but, alas ! they dwelt in a 
world of woe, and must expect misfortunes. A black 
. cloud suddenly darkened their horizon, and announced 

• Cor. ziiJ. 1. t Gal. T. 6. 
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a coming storm. Bat they had already giren their 
hearts to JesnSy and knew how to " § bear one anothers 
burthens," and they will also see that in trials the 
Lord multiplies the proo& of his love and grace. — 
What could they fear ? Jesus was their friend : You 
that are fathers and mothers, brothers and sisters, 
whom God has united by the most endearing ties to 
run together your earthly course^ do you find nothing 
in this humble dwelling worthy of your desires and 
imitation? Are you acquainted with that Christian 
love which contributes so powerfully to soften all that is 
bitter in life ? Do you love one another in Jesus ? does 
his grace reign in your families as it did in the family 
at Bethany ; if so, we trust that you wiU find pleasure 
and improvement in following us through their trials 
as well as through their joys. You will there learn 
how the friends of Jesus behaved in sorrow, and, O I 
may you also be taught how to give your hearts in 
perfect confidence to him. 



LECTURE II. 



THE ILLNESS OF LAZARUS.— THE GLORY OF GOD. 

Therefore his sister sent unto him, saying. Lord, behold, he whom thou 
lovest is sick. When Jesus heard that, he said, this sickness is not unto 
death, but for the glory of Qod, that the*^Son of God might be glorified 
thereby.— fil^ JoIm xi. 8, 4. 

The actual state of humai^ nature would be an in- 
comprehensible enigma to us, if revelation had not 

$ Gal. yi.2. 
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given ng the clue in these few words : ^^ *By one man 
sin entered into the world and death by sin, and so 
death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned."—' 
This is the history of the fallen race of Adam, and is 
the explanation of that inconceivable mystery pre- 
sented to us throughout all i^es and in all countries* 
If I open the annals of by-gone ages what do I see ? 
An uninterrupted succession of beings who have ap- 
peared for an instant in a scene called life — ^their birth 
ushered in by cries of sorrow, their career closed in 
agonies and death ; first a cradle watered with tears, 
shortly after the cold and dreary tomb — ^between these 
two seasons of sorrow what are the intervening scenes 
of this sad drama ? Alas ! we need not consult the pages 
of history, we have only to look around us to know 
their nature. A few transient rays of light may per- 
chance shed a pale and partial lustre on this melan- 
choly picture, but still we must see that human beings 
are prone to a thousand miseries, a thousand cares^ 
and a thousand complaints. Every echo replies to the 
cries of sorrow drawn from afflicted man by the gene- 
ral evil which consumes him. Whole volumes would 
be insufficient to describe the names and symptoms of 
aU the disorders which are conspiring to imbitter our 
short life, and appear contending for the moumfiil 
privilege of consigning man to the grave, and con- 
founding him with the dust of the earth. Then, as 
if all this were not enough, man seems to try and mul- 
tiply evils by the indulgence of his folly and vices. — 

* Aom. y, 12. C 2 
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In vain do we msh to tnm from this sad picture and 
persuade ourselyes that it does not exist ; in vain do 
we wish to see light where there is darkness, sweet 
where there is bitter, good where there is evil ; in vain 
do we try to arm oxirselves with stoical insensibility, 
and raise a bulwark between us and the ills that sur- 
round us — ^we ourselves may become their prey if we 
refuse to acknowledge that ^^ *all flesh is as grass, and 
all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass 
withereth and the flower thereof falleth away." We 
may learn by our own fall the utter vanity of our be- 
ing, could we even humbly confess our sin, study 
its cause, and seek its remedy ; but no, we thought- 
lessly tread upon the grave, and are forgetful of death, 
judgment and eternity. We cannot walk a few steps 
in the streets of this great city without meeting some 
of the appendages of death attending our fellow crea- 
tures to their last home — ^we forget that ere long our 
cheerful circle of friends will be formed into a similar 
procession to pay us their last tribute of respect. 

But no, says one of our fellow sufferers, I do not 
delude myself thus. Alas ! I am but too well aware 
of the evils connected with this wretched world, I 
am overwhelmed by them ; but what can I do ? 

Come with me, my brother, and let us visit a 
Christian family in affliction; perhaps you may there 
find an answer to your question, and God grant that 

• IFvterLSi. 
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after feeling quite overcome by your troubles, you 
may happily find their true remedy — I lead you to a 
bed of sickness — ^approach it without shuddering—- 
may you find instruction there. 

In our last lecture we learned something of the 
family at Bethany ; its members lived peacefuUyy and 
rejoiced in the distinguished favor shown them by 
Jesus. St. John tells us that Lazarus was seized 
with a dangerous illness — ^his compassionate and gentle 
nature does not think it necessary to describe it to us ; 
we may picture to ourselves an afiectionate family 
thus afflicted, and he knows we shall sympathise in 
Martha's anxieties and Mary's grief. 

Lazarus is ill, he is in sufiering — ^What ! say you, 
the favored disciple of Jesus, one whom he calls his 
friend ! is he no more than the rest of mankind exempt 
from the miseries of life ? There are two classes of 
people who reflect thus, and find in so doing a 
stumbling block to their faith. One of them (like 
those selfish Disciples who followed our Lord? not 
because they loved him^ but because he multiplied 
the loaves and fishes), seek in the Gospel merely tem- 
poral advantages, relief from their daily wants, food 
for their craving appetites, and an anxiety for the 
enjoyment of a religion which consists in the love of 
Jesus. 

Such people would be content to live entirely for 
this world, and the gratification of their passions. 
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as long as they could have any enjoyments in it ; and 
consider the consolations of religion, as a last reserve 
in case of misfortune : just like a fire insurance which 
is paid before hand, and never again thought of till 
the house is actually burnt. Every sacrifice which 
crucifies the carnal man is beyond them — ^they take no 
account of the trials by which God desires to detach 
them from the world and sanctify them for his king- 
dom, nor are they ready to submit to his will. Infa- 
tuated being, what do you expect to get by following 
Jesus ? Do you suppose that going to him without 
loving him, but merely as a forlorn hope that you 
will be miraculously delivered from all earthly cares I 
Do you expect that he will free you at once from 
poverty, pain, sickness and death? Do not deceive 
yourselves — ^look at Lazarus, the friend of Jesus, sick 
and sufiering ; learn by his illness to understand the 
nature of the Gospel, and what you should seek for 
there. If you do not love Jesus as your Saviour, yoa 
will not find in him a comforter ; you will find his 
yoke uneasy and his burden heavy, when in the hour 
of trial you open your long neglected Bible, and read 
these words : " *Whosoever doth not bear his cross and 
come after me, cannot be my Disciple." " f He that 
loveth father, or mother, more than me, is not worthy 
of me ;" and " he that loveth son or daughter more 
than me, is. not worthy of me." Would you then 
rest satisfied that you have found what you sought in 
the Gospel? You will not find comfort there, till you 

• Laku zIt. 27. t If ait. z. 87. 
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hftye learnt to We Jesus, and till you feel his yoke 
easy and his burden light. We fear this sort of reli<* 
gion without real devotion to the Saviour, is not 
confined to worldly people — we are convinced that 
these roots of bitterness are springing up in many 
Christians unconsciously to themselves — ^they are seek- 
ing only their own gratification in the Bible, and 
would readily abandon their Saviour if they thought 
they could do without his grace, or the consola- 
tions of his word. Can we then feel surprised at the 
small progress we make in the work of love, ^< * in. 
that holiness without which no man shall see the Lord?^ 

Others are disposed to fall into a difierent error ; 
when they see God's children subject to the misfor- 
tunes of life, like Asaph in the 73d Psalm, they seem 
ofiended at it. How, say they, can the Almighty 
expose his child to these trials, while such a person 
who is living without care of his immortal soul, is 
enjoying prosperity ! " fl was envious at the foolish 
when I saw the prosperity of the wicked." — " They 
are not in trouble . like other men, neither are they 
pished like other men." Therefore his people say, 
" How doth God know, is there knowledge in the 
Most High? Behold, these are the ungodly that 
prosper in the world, they increase in riches." — "Verily 
I have cleansed my heart in vain, and washed my 
hands in innocency," — "'For all the day long I" have 
been plagued, and chastened every morning." They 
are inclined to say to the sufiering Christian with Job^s 

• Hebrews xS. 14. t Paalm IxxiiL S, &, 10, 11, 1% IS, 14. 
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>^ife, •« Do8* thou still telaitt thy integrity ? Cafsd 
God, and die.*' 

Alas ! we know full as wdll as these false eonlforters 
that the path, trod foy the children of God through 
the desert, is hard and thorny ; and that appatei!itly 
overcome by the weight of hfe burden he often sighs for - 
delirerance, that his life may be a continual succession 
of struggles and grievances. It often apixears as if 
his cry could not i^ach to \m God, through die thick 
atm'03phei:'e ^^hich limits his view, and excludes every 
ray of hope frc^ his afflicted bosoin. When we hear 
him say with a voice faint with mourning, " f-^-s the 
hart panteth after the water-brooks, so panteth my 
soul after thee, O God !"— ^* My soul thirsteth for 
God, for the living God : when shall I come and ap- 
pear before God V* When we hear this plaitative voice, 
it pierces to the very bottom of our hearts, and touches 
eveiy chord of our sympathy and love. 

feut oh, poor sufferer ! have you no consolation in 
your affliction ? Are you totally unacquainted " Jwith 
the rod and who hath appointed it ?'* Are the ways of 
God hidden from you ? Do his promises say nothing 
to your soul 1 Where is your faith ? Where is your 
hope? Has God ceased to be Love? Can you not 
see that he will save you as " §a brand plucked out of 
the fire?" that he desires your heart, and because you 
do not give it him undividedly, his poi^er bursts the 

•Job a, 9, t Palm xUi. 1, 8.. | Mlcah tL 0. $ Zech. Ui. 8, 
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chains tliat fiB8lay;ed tkat heart to trhidbi he haa so 
many elsdms, aad that the triakyou kuneiU so deeply 
are so many proois pf hkdiviiia lave ?' Qh I Hbay your" 
£uth pierce throi^h the dark cloud that envelapes yov, 
and with an eagle's eye you will then joyfully discern 
the Saviour who gave his life for you, aad whose arms 
of infinite mercy are ever c^n to receive you. y 

See the example given us hy the family of Bethany. 
How do Martha and Mary behave in their affiiction ? 
Firsti^D doubt they attended their much loved sufferer 
with all the assiduity which their kind feelings would 
require. They did not, like some egotistical people, 
fly from a bed of sickness, or a house of mourning, 
and turn their backs on the unfortunate. We delight 
in picturing to ourselves Martha seeking with her 
wonted activity every possible means of mitigating her 
brother's sufferings, taking no rest day or night, till 
she had left nothing untried that could give him a mo- 
ment's relief; but we delight still more in fancying 
Mary seated close to his pillow, watching attentively 
his very looks, proving in a thousand ways how ten- 
derly she felt for him, seizing with the quickness of 
true afifection, the right moment of saying some little 
word of consolation, which came directly from her 
heart and penetrated deeply into his. We delight in 
in thus picturing this family to our imagination. 

But to the Christian it would appear tliat as yet 
none but human means had been employed^ and could 
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Mariha and Marjr rest satisfied with these ? St. John 
does not even name their attentions to their brother, 
'we could not donbt that the sisters, whom Jesus loved, 
would omit any act of kindness and charity, but he 
seems to take pleasure in telling us what follows : — 
'^ Therefore his sisters sent unto him saying, Lord, 
he whom thou lovest is sick." His sisters sent unto him ! 
What amazing confidence ! Do you thus act, ye dis- 
ciples of Christ ? Do you not first make known your 
CiHuplaints to your relations, neighbours, and friends, 
without one word of communion with Jesus ? Are 
you not seen running to and fro, anxiously looking 
for help, but totally forgetful of the source of all 
abundant grace, and "* of every good and perfect 
gift." When you are weeping for sorrow, do you not 
forget him who said, '^ f I, even I, am he that com- 
forteth you." Do you not, when one you love is 
sick depend upon the skill and remedies of the Physi* 
cian, or on your own cares, forgetting him who strikes 
the blow and heals it— in whose hands are life and 
death — ^who can send you down to the grave, and 
raise you up again, who is called the Prince of Life ! 
Why are you therefore surprised when illness brings 
mourning into your families to feel yourself over- 
whelmed witii hopeless sorrows and misery, which 
nothing seems to alleviate. Jesus is the only friend 
who could bring you peace, and you have forgotten 
him, you have not invited him. May it not be said 

• Junes i. 17. t Inl«li U. 19. 
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of you as of the ancient people of God — " ♦My people 
have committed two evils ; they have forsaken me, the 
fountain of living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, 
broken cisterns, that can hold no water." " fOh ! thel 
hope of Israel, the Saviour thereof in time of trouble, 
why shouldest thou be as # stranger in the land, and.' 
as a wayfaring man that tumeth aside to tarry for aj 
night? Why shouldest thou be as a man astonied, asf 
a mighty man that cannot save ? Yet thou, O Lord ! j 
art. in the midst of us, and we are. called by thy name ; 
leave us. not/' 

Far differently did the sisters of Lazarus act ; they 
sent to Jesus and what do they ask of him ? scarcely 
a prayer, they believed in the love that Jesus bore 
them, ** X and the power given him in Heaven and on 
earth," — ^they knew that the plaintive cry of sorrow 
never reached his merciful ear unheeded — they knew 
that he gives a helping hand to all that come unto him ;. 
thear heartis were satisfied. Lord ! behold he whom thou 
lovest is sick. O ! what faith I what perfect trust f 
what an affecting appeal ! O ! my dear brethren, if 
youtfaus'come to Jesus, feelingthathe is your Saviour, 
ami knowing that by faith in his word nothing can 
deprive your of his everlasting^ love, you will depend 
on Km in your trials as did Martha andP Mkry j you^ 
wfll: feel assured that **5iHethat spared not his own 
son, how shall he not witlr him* afeo freely give us' air 
things V* At the Htea <Jf that etemathajp^^^ which 

• J«r. U. 18. t J«ft zlT. 8 a. } Katt. zzviii. 18. j Som. liil 8^ 
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he has purchased for you, and offers you freely, yon 
will feel ashamed to distrust his faithfulness and love. 
Tlierefore, in all your trials of body and mind, you 
only need this short and simple appeal, " Lord, behold 
he whom thou lovest is sick/* Lay open your heart 
before Jesus, make known to him your wants — this is 
all his mercy requires. Say to him, when you or those 
dear to you, are in sorrow, " Lord, he whom thou 
lovest is in the agonies of death ; or he whom thou 
lovest is troubled by doubts ; or he whom thou lovest 
is trembling at his weakness, at the coldness of his 
love, at his deadness in thy service, or at the sin 
which does so easily beset him ; if you do not thus 
prove your love to your brethren, and at every fresh 
sorrow lead him to Jesus, as it were by the hand, be 
assured you do not love him at all, or that you love 
him amiss. 

" This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory 
of God, that the Son of God might be glorified 
thereby." 

What a mysterious answer ! "We expected that as 
soon as he received the message sent him by Martha 
and Mary, that Jesus wouM have arose and said to 
his Disciples, as he did at a later period, ^^ Let us go 
into Judea again" — Let us go to Bethany to the 
relief of Lazarus; but no : Jesus replied in words so 
di^cult of comprehension, that Theologians, of all 
ages, have differed about their meaning — ^they were 
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also calculated to try the faith of the Sisters. What 
tBay they, this sickness is not nnto death ; but did not 
Lazarus die in this sickness ? Can Jesus be mistaken ? 
what can his meaning be ? 

Lazarus dies, and is buried. Is it then from the 
tomb that the Son of God is to receive glory and 
praise? The rest of the history will explain to us, as it 
did to Martha and Mary, all that now seems obscure ; 
mean while I pray to receive instruction, and to learu 
to adore the dispensations of my God, even should 
they be veiled in mystery, " * For my thoughts are 
not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, 
saith the Lord, fbr as the heavens are higher than the 
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and 
my thoughts than your thoughts." 

Martha and Mary speak to Jesus only of the illness 
of their brother : Jesus answers them as the Prince 
of Life, having dominion over death and the grave ; 
he speaks only of the glory of God, and the glory of 
the Son of God. What a lesson for us, my beloyed 
brethren, in our limited and narrow views ! We only 
see the present moment t Christ in his dispensations 
for us, looks to our eternal destiny. We see only the 
wants that assail us, the relief which we ask for with 
tears. Christ looks to everlasting life, and desires we 
should attain it by unknown paths. We see our 
mortal bodies, Christ our immortal souls. We see 

* Isaiah It. 8 9. ' , 
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tuB% Christ etemitf, ,wd AQxe all and in all the 
glory of QcA* Whp^ver w^ jaaj be, wia<tev.er our 
ri»nk io life, ve paly^exiat in.p©jpampji -with tUe wiole 
universe for one object, and ior that all jAmgs hav^ 
been and were created, " the glwy of God, the glory 
of the.Sonof.aodi" 

Could we but rightly understand this iigportant 
truth and possess our whole souls with it, we jafaoidd 
soon lose that Uttle miserable self-loye whieh makes us 
set up ourselves as our own idols, and is the aause pf 
all pur misdeed^. Wie^ould sopn fpel that we pught 
tp present ourselves and all helongiUjg tp U9 " *aliFing 
^d holy sacrifice tp the ^ry .pf God, ajid U> the 
I ^lory of the Son of God." We ehpuld tr.ead under 
j fi)ot our inordinate pi:ide, tha.t hideous monster, and 
\ give all glory to hita who created and saved us. We 
I should tear the last bLosspm from the^rown which our 
presumption had usurped, and place it with perfect 
\ submission on the divine head of the Son of God ; in^ 
I shorty the eternal or4ejr of creation would be restored. 

What signifies .tp us the method which God uses io ob^ 
tain for us this sublime end ? La^wus is stretched upon 
» bed pf sick&ess, ^nd is thus ordained to manifest the 
glory .of God. St* P^ul and St. ^Tphn arie appointed 
.to the same wojrjj: by preachingthe qxioss of ^Chrj^t.— 
Lazarus di^d and was buriedf and by that death and 
burial proclaimed the gjiorj of the Son of God m 

• Bom. xU. 1. 
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triumphantlj as did the worlds of the vast univeine 
when they poured forth in endless multitudes from his 
creating hand. O ! let us learn to know God ! Let 
/ us remember that the sole object of our existence is his 
/ glory, that by glorifying him we accomplish his sove- 
reign willy which is ever good and perfect. Let us 
remember that we may accomplish that will as fully on 
a bed of straw, groaning with pains and trials, as if 
we were following the most brilliant career ! Alas I 
we are so blind, and so often judge from outward 
appearances, that the words happiness and misfortune 
are totally misapplied by us. If an angel of God, 
endued with all knowledge, would look down from 
heaven into the obscure life of some person whom his 
fellow-creatures term unfortunate ; he would perhaps 
. seize his harp to sing praises for his happiness, and 
were that angel not in a kingdom where there are no 
more tears, he might weep bitterly at the misery of 
some other person whose lot is envied by all. Some 
obtain, through severe trials, the great end of their 
existence, the glory of Gt)d, while it is wholly for- 
gotten by others who are nursed in the lap of pros- 
perity. What an awful consideration ! In the fulfil- 
}9!ient of time all created beings must, before the 
assembled universe, proclaim the glory of God, either 
I by sounding the hymn of everlasting praise with tho 
I- pure spirits of heaven, or by bearing a desponding 
I. testimony of God's justice in chastisement with the 
tpondemned. Oh God ! may I hasten while it is yet 
time to lay my rebellious will at thy feet — ^may the 
— D « 
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U£fecSti<»i8 of my heart as well as the actions of ij^jf: 
J life repeat before the heavenly host, Glory be to thee ! 
I May the last ac^nts of my dyihg lips bear to the foot 
I of tliy throne of Meroy, this cry of praise and love. 
Glory be to thee^ Oh God! 



LECTURE III. 



LOVE FOR JESUS.— A TRIAL OF FAITH. 

; Now Jesus loved Mertha imd her sister, and Lasarus-^When he had heard^ 
iherefore, that he was sick, he abode two days stiil in the same place where 
lie was.— jfif^ John, xi. 5, 6, 

" Lord I behold, he whom thou lovest is sick."-— 
Such wa(s the affecting appeal of Martha and Mary 
when their brother was attacked with a grievous illness. 
" This sickness is not unto death," replied Jesus, " but 
for the glory of God that the Son of God might be glo- 
rified thereby." This answer gave thesisters much hope 
and expectation; the Evangelist takes us first beyond 
Jordan^ where we shall listen to Jesus and liis Dis- 
ciples, then back to Bethany to the tomb of Lazarus. 

St. John continues his narrative by shewing us that 
" his Lord abode two days still in the same place where 
he was," although he had heard of the ilhiess of him 
he called ' his friend ;' " this was contrary to all ex-» 
pectations, as he was ever ready to relieve the afflicted. 
But the beloved disciple knew that the natural bent of 
okr he^ts isto judge, with precipitation and temerity. 
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the ways of the Lord — ^he knew how prone \re are to 
douht his love, though he gives us such abundant 
proofs of it ; he knew how easily we think ourselves 
forgotten, rejected, and abandoned ^ he knew how 
weak is our trust if our wishes are not immediately 
complied with — ^he knew all our ingratitude, therefore 
before even he acquaints us that Jesus " remained 
two days in the place where he was," before he tells 
us of the mysterious conduct of our Lord, which might 
be discouraging to persons naturally incredulous, his 
pious feelings urged him to justify the love of his 
master by seeking to prevent the possibility of a rash 
judgment. Wishing us to read the very heart of 
Jesusy and to see its kind and generous affection, he 
tells us, <' Jesus loved Martha and Mary, and Laza- 
rus." What deUcacy and feeling ? What a deep know- 
ledge of our passions and of our infirmities does this 
Discipre possess I Before h^ shews us his master's ac- 
tions he wishes us to understand his motives, '^^g should 
I seek to know the thoughts of Jesus as he knew them ; 
. we are persuaded that this knowledge would give us a 
. thousand inducements for loving him and his dispen- 
' sations, however mysterious, and hotfever gloomy 
J they may aj^ar at first-sight. After being told thlit 
Jesus loved Martha, Mary, and Lazarus, dare any 
one accuse him of negligence towards that afflicted 
family, even though he delayeii for two days giving 
them the assistance of his almighty power ? 

Dear brother in the Lord I are you fai trouble ? 
-•^ough you hove not St. John at your side whisperiiig 
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to yon that Jesus loves you, yet will you doubt that 
lore, if in the inscrutable wisdom of his providence, 
he should not at once grant your petitions ? No, you 
will remember that his love is for ever the same, and 
equally manifested in trials as in prosperity — you will 
be filled with hope and expectation. Why do we not 
apply the same to our Christian friends on earth ? — 
We cannot frequently understand their conduct — ^it 
appears as if they neglected us, as if they did not 
return our afiection — as if they did nOt sympathise in 

our misfortunes, as if ^but, oh ! let us beware of 

doubting them; we may bitterly repent it; let us 
ofier our hearts to them with confidence, which is the 
foundation of all friendship, and let us feel assured 
of their love, and be patient. " Jesus loved Martha 
and Mary, and Lazarus." To be loved by Jesus is the 
^climax of all happiness ; all that the world calls hap- < 
;mness fades away before it. I have seen an ambitious 
fool leaping for joy, on finding himself noticed by 
some great man whose favor he had been courting ; 
every thing bore a new aspect to him, a new sun 
appeared to arise, to illuminate with brighter days the 
remainder of his Hfe. Alas ! caprice in him on whom 
he had placed these delusive hope?, plunged him into 
hopeless darkness — in one moment his joy vanished, 
and his bosom filled with despair. 

Another equally unwise, places his happiness on 
some loved object, of whom he has made an idol, he 
finds his love is returned — ^his dreams of bliss seem 
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realised— Jus .heart boxstiiig with joy : Jacob did jiot 
witii greater impatience await the end of the fourteen 
jrears that he hadrserved for Bachel. Alas ! the in- 
oonstanoy of .the human heavt^ or the instability of 
life may destroy this idol, orush his bopes^ and dis- 
tract him with grief. A tomb watered by his tears 
may be all that is left of his dreams of joy. Is not 
this the history of your own hearty and is it not 
daily seen in the moat exalted walks of Ufe as well as 
in the dwelling of the artist, or the cottage of Ae pea- 
sant? '^ 

{ Oh ! my Saviour ! how different is the lot of those 
I whom thou lovest I " *thou art the same yesterday, 
' to-day, and for ever'* — ^thou hast the power of blessing 
those whom thou lovest, and filling them with joy -and 
peace — ^thy love is in itself salvaticm — ^thou givest to 
thy beloved flock, not merely «ome fleeting moments 
of earthly happiness, but an eternity of joy which eye 
cannot see^ or heart conceive. But O ! what a blessed 
family ! Martha, Mary and liazarus, what need you 
ci^re for trials, illness or death ? You are beloved by 
Jesus I 

Poor blind mortals that we are^ we often love what 
we hardly know. We cannot look into the heart, we 
only look on the outward appearance. We often trust 
someone who proves unworthy of our trust — our hopes 
are disappointed— onre:q>^ctations blasted. Som^timas 
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we also receive praise from those who love XkAf 
when a secret sense of our unworthiness whispers 
within us, alas ! did they but know us better ? — 
But Jesus who loved Martha and Mary is " * he 
who searcheth the reins and hearts." What a 
testimony in their favor ! What a privilege to be 
beloved by him who can penetrate into the secret 
recesses of our hearts, and knows all our thoughts and 
feelings. It was evident that Lazarus and his sisters 
were willing and ready to receive him. I must not 
say they deserved his love, for among all the descend- 
ants of Adam of whom can that be said — but they 
sought communion with him, loved his word, and 
coveted his favor. 

No doubt, my dear brethren, you envy this happy 
family, and no doubt there is not one among you who 
does not desire to be loved by Jesus, and called his 
friend. Be assured this happiness is not denied you ; 
in one sense it may be said that you are already tlie 
objects of his love. Was it not love that prompted 
him to quit the mansions of peace and glory, in order 
to partake of our sorrows and deliver us from them ? 
Was it not love that perfected the great work of the 
Redemption ? the glad tidings of which have been 
proclaimed to all ! Is it not his love which assembled 
UB here, that we might in his ndme invite you to 
believe in him, and to partate of the everlasting 
blessings of which his love is the source ? But, say 

• Rev. U. 23. ' - ' 
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you, this does not satisfy us^ we know that <* ♦ God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life ?" But Jesus loved this family 
in a peculiar manner — ^he calls Lazarus " his friend :" 
St. John mentions as if it were a blessed privilege, 
" Jesus loved Martha and her sister, and Lazarus :" 
they were the friends of his heart — their names are 
recorded in the book of life, an eternal monument of 
his love. All true, my dear brethren, but I repeat 
such happiness is within your reach — Jesus is as willing 
to bestow his love now, as he was eighteen hundred 
years ago. What had Lazarus and his sisters done 
to be called the friends of Jesus ? "We have already 
told you, by his grace their hearts were open to receive 
him — they sought communion with him, and listened 
to his word. This is all he asked of them, it is all 
he asks of you. Their actions were not distinguished, 
nor did they attach any merit to their lives ; they had 
not, like St. Paul, published the Gospel throughout 
the world, or like St. John been banished in its cause-— 
they had not, like Stephen, died a martyr, to bear 
testimony to the truth ; they had not been called to 
do any thing of that kind, and yet Jesus loved them. 
Martha, by faith, confessed Jesus — "I believe. Lord, 
thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which should 
come into the world." Mary sat at his feet and listened 
unto his word. Lazarus glorified him by his resig- 
nation on a bed of suffering. So, my dear brother, 
• /olm iU. 19, 
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if yon would wish to find seme proof that Jesug 
lores yonf do not seek great and exalted t&ihgs 
in youp heart or life— come to Jesus — ask him ftr 
his love — ^humble yourself before him — ^probe the very 
depth of your heart ; his holy spirit will speak to you 
of peace, reconciliation and love. Do not feel dis- 
mayed if the smallness of your means prevents yoU 
from serving him by great and brilliant actions — do net 
despair if you. are kept so low by weakness and infir- 
mities, that it seems scarcely possible that Jesus could 
condescend to lov^ you — ^remember his love is a free 
gift : no one deserves it ; he gives it gratuitously. 
If you wish to feel the assurance of it, ask yourself 
these questions : Have I received the word of Jesus 
iurmy heart ? Do his promises speak to my^soul ? Is 
it well for me that there is a Saviour ? Have I found 
In him pardon and peace ? Does my soul so need his 
presence that neither men nor angels could supply his 
place ? Would it be a happiness to me to sit at his 
feet like Mary, and hear him speak of his heavenly 
kingdom ? Does my soul thirst after the mighty and 
living God ? Do I feel a continual want of approach- 
ing him as a child who finds fresh delight in springing 
into the armS' of its aSeclaanate father ? In all my 
trials, pains, and troubles, ia it to him I cry for deli- 
verance ? and .am I permitted tarecognise his paternal 
hand? Asr 1 resigned ? And do I bow my head in 
Bilent: adoration, when his hand has fallen heavily on 
me ? Do I seek comfort from his words, or rather 
from the things of this world 7 What is it that casts u 
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shade of calmness over the most sad hours of my life ? 
Am I convinced that the difficult and painful path in 
which he leads me is the best for my eternal welfare ? 
and that all things " *work together for good to them 
that love God V^ If you have even an anxious desire 
to answer these questions satisfactorily, you may say 
to yourself, *^ Jesus loves me, and I rejoice in his love." 

But beware ! if you seek your happiness from the 
pleasures of this world, you can never enjoy the sweet 
privilegesof thefiimily at Bethany. " f Ye ask and re- 
receive not, because ye ask amiss that ye may consume 
it upon your lust. Ye adulterers and adulteresses know 
ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with 
God ? Whosoe ver therefore will be a friend of the world 
is the enemy of God." " J If any man love the world 
the love of the Father is not in him." You all wish 
that it might be said that Jesus loved you, though 
your affections cling to the world that crucified him ; 
the thought of Jesus is the last that presents itself to 
your mind — his name is neither in your heart nor on 
your lips, nor in your dwellings. Would you thus 
treat a human being for whom' you had the least 
regard ? First deny yourselves — renounce the vanities 
that captivate you, and then you may return to the 
love of God, and taste tbe happiness of being loved 
by Christ, with the family of Bethany. If you really 
enjoy this love all is right — eternally right — even wer© 

• Rom. Tiii. 88. t James lr,9,L tl John U. 10. 
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you oppressed by worldly cares. Without that love 
all is wrong — eternally wrong — ^were you laden with 
^11 that man in his folly calls happiness. " Jesus 
loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus." This ex- 
pression of St. John must banish from our minds all 
doubts^ mistrust, and murmurs against the mysterious 
conduct of Jesus, ** who abode still two days in the 
place where he was," after having heard that Lazarus 
was ill. Why this delay? Why did not Jesus, 
according to his usual custom, hasten to the relief of 
a^^eloved and aflOlicted family ? Why does he not say 
one word in his omnipotence, and Lazarus would be 
well ? What ! did Jesus love Lazarus, and did he 
leave him languishing in illness ? His disorder made 
fearful progress — he felt the sources of life dried up in 
his bosom — ^his sisters bathed in tears, watchoi his 
glazed eye, dimmed by the approach of death. All 
present wept bitterly at the prospect of this sad sepa- 
ration; yet Jesus, their heavenly friend, ever alive 
to human sorrows, is still absent. Two whole days 
passed, Lazarus died, and Jesus was not there. Can 
it be then true that he loves Martha and her sister^ 
and Lazarus? 

Thus man reasons ; he cannot understand the ways 
of the Eternal : he only sees sorrow where sorrow 
is, and pain where pain is. He values his deliverance 
from them according to the promptitude with which 
it is effected 3 but Jesus, who in all things seeks the 
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glory of God, and the salvation of man, does not 
spare his Disciples this timid dread of suffering. He 
desires that they should learn to love his will more 
than their own well-being ; and recognise his love as 
clearly when suffering under his most severe dispen- 
sations, as when he is rejoicing at being delivered 
from them. Let me appeal to your experience ; have 
your trials taught you this great truth ? When you 
were exposed to the fiery ordeal of affliction, what 
was the first prayer that escaped from your heart ? 
What did you feel when the Lord did not grant your 
prayer? When he permitted your anguish to increase ? 
When he sent you long nights of painful wakefulness, 
or called y6u to the bed side of a suffering and beloved 
friend ? Tell us, that we may profit by your experience, 
did you not think that the Lord turned a deaf ear to 
your supplications ? Did you never doubt the efficacy 
of prayer ? Did not the promises of God appear to 
you to be without power ? Have you not at last been 
forced to confess that the reason of all this was, that 
you had not humbled yourself properly under the hand 
of God ? That you had not bowed submissively to 
his will ? That you merely sought a riddance from the 
troubles that assailed you, and after crying, " * O ! my 
father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me" — 
you had not courage to add, " nevertheless, not as I 
will but as thou wilt." 

• MatL xx?i. 39. 
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" * O ! fools, and slow of heart to believe all that 
the Prophets have spoken !" When will you learn 
that the ways of the Almighty are not your ways, 
neither his thoughts are your thoughts ? When will 
you be taught by his grace to govern the impetuous 
emotions of a wayward spirit — ^to silence the insinu- 
ations of an incredulous heart, and subdue your per- 
verse will. Are we always to be controlled by the 
interest of the moment without looking above to 
those plans which a merciful God has laid down for 
us ? " t Speak to the earth, and it shall teach thee." 
When the nature of a plant is to take deep root, grow 
large, and bring forth fruits to perfection, even winds 
and storms contribute to its growth ; but the ];xlaut of 
a day flourishes by gentle means : it blossoms with 
the dawn^ — displays for a short time its delicate fresh- 
ness — and budding beauty, ornaments a bright spring 
morning, perfuming it with delicious fragrance— 
but, alas ! the first gleam of sun destroys its fresh- 
ness, the first breath of wind fades its beauty, it 
withers, drops its leaves — "t and the place is not 
known where it was." But the tree that in time will 
enrich him who planted it, rises slowly and with diffi- 
culty from the ground, which it will one day shelter 
with its branches — it requires years to strike its deep 
roots, and spread its luxuriant shade — storms seem 
to harden it — ^it rises to a magnificent height, and 
gratifies the hopes of the traveller, who seeks repoBO 

• Idttke xxiT, as. t Job xit 8. % Nahum UL 17. 
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under its foliage, and refreshment from its fruits. It 
is the same in works of grace as of nature. Man 
must be prepared by warfare and trials, " * to dwell 
in the house of the Lord all the days of his life — to 
behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in his 
temple." It is a sort of education which God gave 
those children, whom he set apart as a light and an 
instruction to future ages — he made them pass through 
the dark paths of adversity — he placed them in a 
crucible that their faith might be purified from 
the dross of pride and sin. Abraham, the father ' 
of the faithful, was led from trial to trial, from 
strife to strife — ^he travelled an unknown road, as 
strange to him as the mountain of Moriah, where he 
was ordered to sacrifice the dearest object of his love : . 
he is to hope against all semblance of hope. Again, 
it sometimes appears as if the Lord smoothed the paths 
ofthosewho.were less favored "by his love. A Centu- 
rion, of Capernaum, who might have known nothing 
of a God whom the Heathens rejected, entreated 
Jesus to cure a favorite servant : he answered, '< \1 will 
come and heal him, and the servant was healed in the 
self-same hour.'* Two blind men, sitting by the way 
side, heard Jesus passing by, all Israel was resound- 
ing with his good deeds, they cried to him vehemently 
for mercy — he stood still, spake one word, the blind 
received their sight. A woman of Canaan, a heroine 
of faith, whose daughter was at the point of death, 

• Psalm xxvii. 4. f St. Matt. riii. 7, 13. 
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came to Jesnsi implored his assistance with tearg^ she 
received a cold answer, a refusal to her prayer, but 
by this means shewed all Israel, and all succeeding 
generations, a striking example of victorious faith.^— 
The great apostle Paul prayed thrive to be delivered 
from a thorn in the flesh — ^he was answered in these 
words, * ^^ My grace is sufficient for thee, for my 
strength is made perfect in thy weakness/' Thus the; 
Lord guides his children ; he may appear deaf to their 
prayers— storms may thicken round them, their night 
becomes darker and darker; but U ^ill serve to 
render Uieir day of consolation more bright* Often« 
when that weary heart has ceased to send up prayers, 
that seem unanswered, when bitter anguish has extin- 
guished the last ray of hope, and all human aid has 
failed, then Jesus visits his child, and turns his dark* 
ness into light, his weeping into songs of praise- 
Lazarus was struck by the cold hand of death and 
laid in the sepulchre, when his sisters weeping bitterly, 
and clad in mourning robes, had no other consolation 
than to lament over his remains, then Jesus, with 
sovereign power over death and the grave, ajqpears in 
Bethany, and draws glory to Grod from out of the 
very tomb. O I the wisdom, power, and love of God I 
When shall we learn to know, and adore thee, end 
submit silenfly to aU that thou doest for our eternal 
goodi 

Some Divines, of the present day, ignorant of 
Ood's intenti(His, and that hededres the sanctificatiaB 

•SCor.xli.0. 
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off Ms cliildren before all things have imagined a 
diousand hypothesis to explain the reason why our 
Lord left ^^his friend" two days in suffering. One 
says, he was detained by an indispensable engage- 
meatf another that he did not know Lazams was in 
danger— ^h I ye fools, will je always lose sight of 
the glory of Qodf and the salvation of man ? Will 
ye dways think of this carnal world instead of the 
eternal hi^piness of those immortal souls whom Jesus 
is preparingfor Heaven? We must raise our eyes above, 
if we wish to compass the intentions of God towards 
us. *< He desireth not the death of a sinner, but 
rather that he may turn from his wickedness and live ;" 
he liketh not that his children, his already by con* 
version, should be enslaved by the servQe chains and 
corruptions of this world; he bursts the bonds for 
them, and should the blow cut deep into our hearts, 
(dhall we not acknowledge the rod, and the hand that 
uses it? O God t what will thou that I do? What 
sacrifice have I to make, what idol to offer up? Since 
thou has loved me, and since thou hast saved me, by 
what path wilt thou lead me to Zion, to the assembly 
of thy first bom, in the midst of the blessed sjririts 
who adore and worship thee, and where nothing pol* 
bted by sin could be suffered to enter? 
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LECTURE IV. 



THE HEROIC CONDUCT OF JESUS.— THE TWELVE 
HOURS. 

Then after that salth he to his Disciples, let us go into Judea a^o. His 
Disciples say unto him. Master, the Jews of late sought to stone thee ; and 
goest thon thither again ? Jesus answered, are there not twelve hours in tha 
day ? If any man walk in the day, he stumbleth not, because he seeth the 
light of this world. Biit if a man walk in the night, he stumbleth, becaus* 
.there is no light in Um.-^t. John, zi. 7, 8, 0, 10. 

The two virtues which in our opinion constitute 
heroism are courage and devotion ; the names that 
we see recorded with pompous eulogiums, are those 
of men who, forgetting themselves and their personal 
interests, devoted themselves to sufferings or death, 
either for the good of their country, the welfare of 
some one dear to them, or for some other cause equally 
praise-worthy. We admire thqir courage and devo- 
tion — ^we love to study the magnanimous traits of their 
character, but as a great writer of our time has 
observed, " * There is no heroism which, when closely 
examined, has not its defects, great and pure aa it 
may appear." What would this author say, if the 
heroism of man could be seen by the light of the truth 
of God ? What would he say could he analyse, by 
the lamp of the divine word, all the sparks of pride, 
vanity, and self-love, which elicit the sublime flashes 
of the heroism so extolled by man. How then would 
appear the most brilliant actions of many, whose 
names resound from century to century, and whose 
memory appears surrounded . by an egis of glory — 
O ! what would be those brilliant actions if weighed 

* Victor Cousins. 
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ih the balance of eternal justice I Should we not nee 
the mysleiious hand which surprised the King of 
Babylon in the midst of his vanities, as it wrote the 
fatal "Tekel" of the prophet, " *Thou art weighed 
in the balances and art found wanting"— -thou knowest 
it, O God I and it is not for us to judge. 

Let us, my dear brethren, bless God for having 
taught us another kind of courage and devotion, which 
is recorded not by mortals (who often call good evil 
and evil good) but by the angeU on their golden harps 
of eternal praise. 

We see in the Redeemer of the world, as well as in 
the sacrifice he made in leaving heaven for our sakes, 
as throughout his whole life, and particularly in the 
passage before us, we see in him the most perfect model 
of heroic devotion, and one that was approved by God ; 
and he says to us all, " f I have given you an exam- 
ple that ye should do as I bave done to you." 

% 

Come then, ye disciples of Christ, and ye also men 
of the world, who know how to appreciate what is 
great and noble. Come let us study our model 5 do 
not let us confine ourselves to a vain and barren admi* 
ration, but let ud with a courageous step begin tha 
course which our heavenly master has run before us. 
The considerations which the sublime conduct of Jesus 
should inspire us with, are what we should learn from 
our text. 
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O Lord ! destroy in us that cowardly apathy which 
readers us lukewarm to all that ought to inspire us with 
enthusiasm. Root out of us that selfishness which 
chills us and keeps us from rising to the contempla^ 
tion of that divine example which thou hast placed 
before the eyes of a sinning world, and fitted for the 
admiration of the heavenly hosts, forming the subject 
^ our songs to all eternity. 

Jesus was beyond Jordan where he had been obliged 
to fly on account of the hatred and persecutions of the 
Chiefs of the people : he abode there two days afler 
Martha and Mary had made known to him their un- 
easiness. They were two days of suffering to Laza- 
rus, two days of painful suspense to his sisters ; yet, 
no doubt, they were passed in works of charity by 
him who " * went about doing good," " f and whose 
meat was to do the will of him who sent him and to 
finish his work.^.^i Yes, at the same time that illness 
and death caused tears and sorrow in the house of 
Lazarus — ^the kind hand of the Lord took comfort 
and peace to other trembling hearts, filling them with 
pardon and thankfulness. But should those whom 
Jesus most loved be sometimes the last to whom he 
lends his aid, they are not therefore forgotten by him. 
No, his power succours them ; he " t keeps him as the 
apple of his eye : as an eagle stirreth up her nest, 
fiuttereth over her young, spreadeth abroad her wings, 
taketh them, beareth them on her wiligs." Jesus was 

• Actt z. 88. t Jobs ir. 84. X Deut. zzzU. 10, II. 
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beyond the Jordan, bs^Iied by the persecutions of 
those he came to save ^ut from thence he saw all that 
passed at Bethany — ^ht^ counted the sighs of Lazams, 
and the tears of his sisters — he saw him whom he loved 
sink into his grave — ^he saw that the trial was severe, 
perhaps too severe for their faith — ^he desired not that 
they should be " * tempted above that they are able to 
bear." His compassionate heart urged him to go to 
their relief, and he says to his disciples, " Let us go 
into Judea again." Dearly beloved, if God sends 
you affliction in order to bring you to him, and render 
you meet for salvation — if when you offer him up your 
prayers it seems as if they were not heard — if he 
made you wait two dd,ys, two weeks, or even two 
years, let not your heart fail you, but learn to under- 
stand the ways of his grace ; learn to believe and to 
hope, and ere long he will pronounce this word of 
mercy : " Let us go into Judea," let us return to that 
house of mourning, to that oppressed spirit which is 
ready to sink under this trial, that heart which is 
broken by pain and sorrow. 

Now, I hear you raise an objection, which brings 
us more immediately to the subject of this day's dis- 
course ; scarcely had Jesus spoken these words, " let 
us go into Judea again," — ^when a cry is raised, 
*' Master, the Jews of late sought to stone thee, and 
goest thou thither again ?" It was his Disciples who 
spoke — ^they recollected^ in trembling, that at the last 
• 1 Cor. 1. 18, 
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feast the Jews had taken np stones to stone their 
master — the fear thev felt for him and for themselves 
was their motive for thus speaking ; they lost sight 
of other things, they forgot the family of Bethany in 
their affliction ; tboy forgot, or they had never nnder- 
stood the true olijectof their master's mission, which 
was to die for the salvation of his people. Fear and 
self-preservation prompted them to say, " Master, 
goest thou thither again ?" 

Alas ! we must not blame them, they only felt what 
we probably should feel in their ease — there is within 
MS a fund of cowardice, and selfi:rhness, Mhich makes 
all things vanish before our own interc>i^, and causes 
us to shudder at sacri ficc-* and pain. So the Disciples 
trembled at the recollection of the stones which the 
Jews had taken np to stone their master. A voice 
speaks within us, the echo of what the Disciples felt, 
and says — ^What! wiU you return to do this good 
work, which will expose you to such hardships ? At 
the risk of your own safety will you fulfil thus rigo- 
rously the will of God ? Will you follow Jesus, though 
you must sacrifice your inclinations, pleasures, per- 
haps the idol of your heart, the world, and even 
yourself? Will you take up your cross daily in order 
to walk in that strait and thorny path ? 

Such are the cowardly insinuations of our carnal 
and unbelieving hearts. Will Jesus listen to the voice 
of his disciples? Will he not go into Judea? Ah! if 
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Jesus had shrunk from the prospect of pain or death, 
he would not have quitted the regions of glory, to 
descend into this abyss of misery. Had not his pro- 
phetic eye beheld Mount Golgothe from afar? It 
was not only returning to Bethany, to accomplish for 
his friends a work of power and love, to raise Lazarus 
from the grave, and restoring him to his affectionate 
sisters banish grief from their hearts and £11 them 
with gratitude and joy, but in so doing he had before 
him a far more noble and exalted object, and also a 
trial infinitely sad and awful. The week of suffering 
was at hand, the last Passover drew near — the victim 
of atonement, slain before the foundation of the world, 
the hope and expectation of ages, approached his 
great sacrifice. He saw before him a sinful world, 
that he wished to save — a fallen race, that he desired 
to restore to their original destination. He saw eternal 
justice ready to strike the guilty : he wished to satisfy 
its claims — he saw a curse ready to fall on the wicked : 
he wished to take it on his own guiltless head. He 
saw everlasting burnings : he wished to quench their 
flames. He saw eternal happiness : he wished to gain 
it for us. He saw in God infinite love : he wished us 
to be blessed with its possession. This is the end that 
Jesus contemplated at the close of his career ; his 
ardent love made him impatient for its fulfilment, 
though he knew it could only be attained by ignominy 
and suffering. When he said, " Let us go into Judta 
again" — he knew that he was advancing to his death. 
He had already predicted to his Disciples all that 

F 
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should befal him— they had a fearful foresight of the 
future. Jesus did not wish to sadden and dJacourage 
them too much by further explanations. With calm 
l*esolution he boldly faces his object, the redemption 
df a sinful world. He foresaw the most cruel upbraid- 
ings and tortures, ending in an ignominious death — 
he foresaw a conflict which could not cease until he 
had yielded up his last breath in agony, and until the 
last drop of his blood was shed — he saw near him the 
Disciple whom he knew would betray him 5 he saw 
at a distance an infuriated mob whom he still wished to 
i&ave; he heard their bitter Cries, ** Crucify him, 
Crucify him;" he saw the Calvary he was soon to 
ascend, laden willi the instrument of his punishment 
and of our salvation — he saw the shameful flight of 
all whom he had loved ; he flaw the gloomy hours of 
his lingering agony — he saw death and the grave. 
He could have delayed this bitter cup ; he might go 
into Galilee or Samaria, either was ready to receive 
him, and shelter him from the fury of his enemies—- 
but no, with the courage of a hero marching to vic- 
tory, he said, "Let us go into Judea again;" and 
he returned there. When I reflect that the object of 
Jesus was to save a guilty race, the very people who 
were putting him to death, and that his generous heart, 
filled with a love (incomprehensible to us) is eager to 
finish the work of their salvation ; then, I throw 
myself at the feet of this Redeemer, and say, this is 
true courage and devotion— this is a heroism before 
which all the heroism of man fades to nothing — seems 
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contemptible and mean, and ia lost in the impuritj o^ 
this corrupt world. 

O ! ye immortal souls I ye sinners called to glory ! 
If we call ourselves the disciples of Christ, shall we 
not try to tread in the paths of our Chief? Shall we 
for ever find on our lips the miserable excuses of the 
Disciples ? Will not the example of so much love 
rouse us from our cold self-love, and indifferent torpor ? 
Why should we shrink from trials through which a 
Saviour God has passed before us? Why, when 
the Almighty hath spoken to us, should we waver 
at the sight of a painful sacrifice ? Let us remem- 
ber, that he who bought us with a price, and to 
whom we belong, requires an undivided heart; 
and that if we love father or mother, or brother or 
sister, more than him, we are not worthy of him, — 
His supreme will should find our hearts filled with 
submission, and ready to cry, " * It is the Lord, let 
him do what seemeth him good." We must likewise 
remember that we are not to pass through our ordeal 
alone — he who went before us does not leave us to our 
own strength, or rather to our own weakness, but he 
will guide and support us, and ensure us the victory. 
A steady confidence in his power and love should be 
like a fast anchor to our souls, then, whatever storms 
and winds may arise, we may be shaken^ but never 
destroyed. 

But should the heroic example of our master appear 
too much above us ; should his sublime standard dis- 

• 1 Sam. ilL 18. 
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courage us from the hope of reaching the sacred 
height, let us listen to the answer Jesus made his 
Disciples, and throwing ourselves entirely on his 
mercy, may we receive instruction from it. " Are 
there not twelve hours in the day ? If any man walk 
in the day he stumbleth not, because he seeth the light 
of the world. But if a man walk in the night he 
stumbleth, because there is no light in him/' Two 
most important and encouraging lessons spring from 
these words — there are twelve hours in the day al- 
lowed by God to accomplish the work he has given 
us, after which the " * night cometh when no 
man can work," and if a man walk in the night he 
stumbleth because there is no light in him. This is 
the principal lesson to be derived from these encou- 
raging words. Why then have we such a cowardly 
dread of suffering that our energies appear paralysed, 
and that we are incapacitated from acting with forti- 
tude and bravery ? The truth is, that in passing thro' 
life we lose sight of its end and object, and thinking 
only of ourselves, and the interest of the moment, we 
forget that we have to work an important work, the 
consequences of which, be they good or be they evil, 
will endure to all eternity. '* Twelve hours in the 
day," then " f The Angel which I saw stand upon 
the sea and upon the earth llftel up h's hand to Heaven, 
and sware by him that liveth for ever and ever, who 
created heaven and the things that therein are, and 
the earth and the things that therein are, and the sea 

• John Ix. 4. + Rev. x. 5, 6. 
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and the things which are therein, that there should 
be time no longer. " Twelve hours of the day," 
then << * He that shall come will come, and will not 
tarry." Then a voice will sound from the highest 
heavens unto the earth, even to the bottomless pit^ 
and will take all creation by surprise, ** as pains come 
upon a woman in travail." " t Grive an account of 
thy stewardship." 

O ! the folly of so many immortal souls, charged 
with a fearful responsibility, yet wasting in the pur- 
suit of vanity, those few short and precious hours. 
The heathen King, who listened every morning to his 
slave crying out loudly, "Philip, remember that 
thou art mortal," may in the last day rise up in judg- 
ment against many who bear the name of Christian, 
yet go down to their grave without thought of death, 
judgment, or eternity : forgetting their high desti- 
nation, they seek during the twelve hours of the day 
for fleeting and delusive shadows. Some fanciful 
dream distracts them during the twelve hours in which 
they should work ; and should they awaken from it on 
their death bed, on the very verge of the precipice, 
then " t there should be time no longer." How bitter 
must be the recollection of the vigorous hours of youth 
and maturity that have been lost, irrevocably lost, 
in " ^ sowing the wind and reaping the whirlwind." 
Does the hand which points the dial-plate of our 
existence, move so slowly, that we try to hasten its 

• Heb. z. 97. t Lake zyi. 2. % Rev. z. «. j Hocea viii. 7. 
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course by giddiness and folly ? Is the object of oar 
life so trifling, that wholly wtimindful of it We indulge 

» our deceitful pagsions, and extinguish, by worldly 
sensualities, the gleams of day-light so kindly given 
u#? How deplorable is the fate of the thoughtless trifler 
who never stops' to ask himself— To what purpose wa«j 

. I born ? Soon, like the wandering traveller, surprised 
at finding himself on the shore of the boundless ocean, 

^ he reaches the brink of eternity : leaving the light of 
day, he had walked without remorse in the dark paths 
of perdition ; and, oh ! into what an abyss of dark- 
ness and despair has he not fallen ? 

O God ! " * so teach us to number our days that 
we may apply our hearts unto wisdom" — So prayed 
Moses in the desert, and so will all pray who re- 
member that they are journeying towards Canaan — 
that time is short, the sun is nearly set, the night is 
at hand, eternity approaches, the grave is ready to 
receive us. The lesson which Jesus taught his Dis- 
ciples, of life, death, judgment, and eternity, should 
sound in their ears like a voice of thunder, and stimu- 
late them to hurry on in the steps of their beloved 
Master. 

And is there no happiness in following him who 
united example so well to precept ? his career on earth 
was short— in the prime of life — " f He was cut out 
of the land of the living : for the transgression of his 
people was he stricken." It is not by the number of 

i Psalm xc. 12. • Isaiah Uii. 8, 
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our years, but by the manner in which we have passed 
them that we should reckon the length of our lifej 
the longest life is as nothing if we do not obtain the 
end of our being — if we do, one hour is worth an 
ternity. How long then must he have lived who 
went about doing good from place to place, and veri- 
fying this saying, " * My meat is to do the will of 
him who sent me, and to finish his work." His 
father's glory was his constant object ; the salvation 
of man was the means he took to accomplish it : his 
days were passed in teaching the ignorant, comforting 
the afflicted, healing the sick, doing good to all — his 
nights in solitary prayer for those to whom he had 
consecrated his life. The dawn of day found him in 
the temple giving light to those who " f sit in darkness 
and in the shadow of death." At the close of a 
weary day he was still found giving ear to the dis- 
tressed, and alleviating their troubles. If the thou- 
sands of sufierers relieved by him could tell us of his 
mercies, how would it shame us for our distrust. — 
Was he ever known to cast out any one who came to 
him ? Never I never ! A continued succession of 
kind actions, the fruits of his pure and tender love, 
would be unveiled to us, from the time when a voice 
from heaven announced him to the earth, saying 
" J This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased, hear ye him," till the hour when his dying 
voice pronounced with triumphant love these words to 
the whole world — ^words which were repeated in 
Heaven by celestial hosts. "§It is finished." 

« St. John iy. M. f Luk« i. 79. t St. Matt. Ui. 17. $ St. John ziz. 30. 
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My dear brethren after having contemplated for a 
moment the life of our Saviour, if vre venture to look 
at our own, what do we find? Folly, trifling and sin : 
hours wasted, days misemployed, charities neglected. 
How often have I put off till to-morrow the works I 
should have done to-day ? How many are still in 
darkness which I might have enlightened ? How 
many mourners whom I never comforted ? How many 
poor with whom I never shared my bread ? O God ! 
will all this arise against me in the day of judgment ? 
Is it for such a life thou hast entrusted to me " twelve 
hours of the day** and hast ransomed me with thy 
blood. " * Enter not into judgement with thy servant 
O Lord ! for in thy sight shall no man living be justi- 
fied.^' 

However, Christ teaches us another lesson in our 
text, ** If any man walk in the day he stumbleth not, 
because he seeth the light of the world, but if any man 
walk in the night he stumbleth because there is no 
light in him.'' Words that not only imply that we 
ought to employ faithfully the twelve hours of the day 
in order to the ftilfiling of our task, for ** + the night 
comes when no man can work," but here Jesus spiri- 
tualises the figure he makes us of and wishes us to learn 
that we must accomplish that task by the light of his 
word and will. The end of the verse : ** If any man 
walk in the night he stumbleth because there is no 
light in him " leaves no doubt of the meaning of these 

•PsahncxlilLS. t St. John iz. 4. 
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words : Jesus Christ is " * the light of the world. He 
that folio weth me shall not walk in darkness but shall 
have the light of life." All that is not in him — all that is 
in the world or in ourselves is darkness and sin. Alas ! 
what would have become of us, "iff the day had 
not dawned and the day-star had not arisen in our 
hearts." Shall we be at all the happier because our 
generation is called the age of light ? No, all that 
philosophy can offer us (be it even the most spiritual) 
would be to our souls without the brilliant light of the 
Gospel, like those false lights of the sandy desert which 
allure travellers to their destruction. All human sys- 
tems are silent, when I ask what must I do to be saved ? 
When I turn to the most enlightened of my fellow 
travellers and ask them where are we ? Where are we 
going to ? Which road should we take ? They look at 
each other amazed, but no hand can point the way 
that we should go; their lamps cannot throw light upon 
the grave, and beyond it all is utter darkness. I was 
still wandering in the wilderness when a voice was 
heard, it was heard in Judea, it has out-lived centu- 
ries — it has come to me — ** J T am the way, the truth 
and the life, no one cometh unto the father but by 
me." Happy the man who has walked in this way ! 
happy the man who has walked by this light ! In 
vain may dark clouds obscure the rays of the sun of 
righteousness, they will soon disperse, the heavens will 
again become serene, and this child of light " stum- 
bleth not because he seeth the light of the world." 

• St. John viii. 12. 1 2 Peter i. 10. % St John ^^" 0. 
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Any one who has experience of a christian's life knows 
the intense anxiety he feels when he is doubtful of the 
path which God desires he should take ; several may be 
open to him, and his mind distracted by doubts, anxious 
to fulfil his task he throws himself on his knees before 
him who is the light itself. " Lord what dost thou re- 
quire of me? What must I do ? And if a ray of divine 
light should teach him the way he ought to choose, 
what courage and energy will he not draw from the 
assurance that he is doing the will of God ? He then 
will follow in the steps of his master and who can 
arrest his progress or abate his courage ? Could any 
one restrain Jesus from going into Judea ? It is the 
assurance of doing the will of God which sends 
Martyrs to the stake or to the scaffold, and while that 
dwells within us, it will teach us to overcome all 
difficulties. 

But if you persist in walking in darkness and trust- 
ing to your own wisdom, what will all your cou- 
rage or your efforts avail ? Why do so many prefer 
darkness to light ? Why do men in their madness 
plunge deeper and deeper into darkness, notwithstand- 
ing that succeeding rays of light might beam upon 
their consciences? However deplorable their folly 
may be, we must not be surprised at it, the Lord 
himself explained to us, the mystery of perdition — 
" their deeds were evil" — ^they fly firom truth as their 
greatest enemy, but can they always fly from it ? No, 
when the twelve hours of the day have been passed 
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unprofitably-^when the light of the world has snnk 
l>eaeath the horiaon, and the dark Talley of the 
shadow of death appears in sight, what can guide the 
wavering steps of the wretched man who has fled 
from the light ? When he feels his last hour approach- 
ingy and that he is undeceived (though too late) what 
voice will speak to him of pardon and peace ? This 
is the darkness which the Bible calls ^^ * outer dark- 
ness, there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth." 
Unfortunate man ! if there should be still one breath 
of life in you — if you can send one sigh to the bosom 
of your God, be quick, rabe your dying voice to 
Jesus, like the thief on the cross, " f I^rd, remember 
me when thou comest into thy kingdom." A helping 
hand may be held out to you at the last moment, and 
a ray of heavenly light may kindle a spark of hope 
in your troubled spirit. We, who are immortal and 
responsible creatures, for whom the twelfth hour has 
not struck, let us go forward, strong in the strength 
of the Lord ; our eye steadily fixed on ** J the author 
and finisher of our faith," "§ laying aside every 
weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and 
let us run with] patience the race which is set before 
us." Besides the benefit of our Lord's example, let us 
cherish in our hearts the two great lessons in our text, 
given to the Disciples and to us. The importance of 
life, which he calls the twelve hours of the day, and 
the necessity that we should accomplish our task by 
the light of God's will. We shall see the strength of 

• St. Hfttt. Ti.i;i9. t St. Luk«ziiU.4S. {Hebicvf zU> 9. ^Hebrvwf zU.l. 
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God perfected in our weakness — we shall determine 
" * to follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth" — a 
love quite new to us will awaken a powerful stimulus 
in our minds, and we shall at last see that gracious 
promise of God fulfiled in us — " f I will make him 
ride on the high places of the earth." — " t And the 
ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion 
with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads : they 
shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing 
shall flee away " 



LECTURE V. 



OUn FRIEND LAZARUS SLEEPETH. 

These things said he : And after that he salth unto them, our friend Lararus 
slcepeth; but I go tltat I may awake him out of sleep.— S^. John xi. 11. 

Jesus did not come down from Heaven to teach the 
world a system of moriality or philosophy. Man need- 
ed a far more different lesson. As a transgressor of 
Gods holy laws, he is not only the object of his indig- 
nation and wrath, but he is become the wretched slave 
of sin and corruption ; and sin produces bitter fruits, 
both in this life as well as in eternity. As eternal 
misery is to be the last state of his soul so his body is 
assigned as its last home to the sad and d^olate man- 
sion of death. Yes, of deatluthat bottomles pit, 
that vexation to all philosophy, called by an inspired 

* Ber. sir. 4. t Deut xzxii. 19, t Isaiah xxxr, 10. 
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author *"the king of terrors" which seizes on the 
mortal part of a sinful being, and tells him that his 
immortal part must appear before the tribunal of an 
upright judge. 

Now the Doctrine of Jesus which he has named 
" glad tidings" is sent not only to pronounce absolution 
to those whom it addresses — not only to annul the sen- 
tence of punishment due to a violated law, but to soften 
and disarm of their terrors the most terrible and bitter 
consequences of sin. 

The Gospel by proclaiming pardon to the guilty, 
breaks, by its power, the chains of their slavery, and 
deprives death of its sting, the tomb of its darkness, 
the grave of its victory. Thus the deliverer guides 
those whom he has liberated to the sublime regions of 
liberty, from whence he governs victoriously that scene 
of desolation and ruin, which sin hath laid waste with 
its frightful ravages, and where even one of the re- 
deemed said not long since ** f O ! wretched man 
that I am ! who shall deliver me from the body of this 
death ? " From those sublime heights the redeemed of 
Christ are chaunting with triumph as also with humility 
this song of victory, " J we are more thaij conquerors 
through him that loved us." It is thus Jesus desires 
that we should look upon life and death ; in acquaint- 
ing his Disciples that he whom he calls his friend has 
ceased to exist, he does not speak to them of dissolution 
or terrors, though his .friend had actually descended 

• Job XYiil. 14. t Rom. Tii. U. J Rom. vUi. 87. 
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into the tomb ; no, he spoke as of a rest after labour, a 
sleep after weariness. ^^ Oar friend Lazarus sleepeth, 
but I go that I may awake him out of sleep." — 
O Jesus ! Prince of life ! sovereign disposer of all ! 
come while we are considering these words of eternal 
life — come and speak peace and victory to our souls ; 
raise us above the world, above our worldly cares ; 
above death, and the grave — ^fit us to follow thee to 
those heavenly regions on which our hopes are placed ; 
break asunder the chains which bind us to earth, and 
let us fully ei^y the glorious freedom of the children 
of God. 

Jesus had, with a grave reproof, met the difficulty 
which his Disciples raised against his return to Judea; 
he might have said at once, Lazarus is dead, and I 
am going to comfort his sisters ; but, no, he wished 
to announce the melancholy news in a form best 
calculated to soften its bitterness : " Our friend 
Lazarus sleepeth ;" then, as if he thought he had 
pained his Disciples too much (for they also loved 
Lazarus) he added, << but I go that I may awake him 
out of sleep :'' Jesus knew before he heard from 
Bethany, all^hat had passed there ; he could see the 
cause of the illness of Lazarus, as well when at a 
distance as when near, and by speaking one word 
" ♦ in the power that was given him in heaven and on 
earth," could either cure him or restore him to life 
after death ; but we must not forget this sickness was 

• Matt. nrUi. IS, 
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to be " for the glory of God, that the Son of God 
might be glorified thereby :" Jesus was glad, for his 
Disciples sake, that he was not there ; he returns to 
Judea, and there, at the edge of the grave, all 
Israel and all future generations may see with admi- 
ration the power of the Redeemer of the world. — 
Happy are the Disciples of such a master — ^happy are 
those who witnessed his power, and more happy still 
are those who know, by their own experience, that 
great as was that power, it does not exceed his love ! 
But who, feeling this, could duly appreciate the 
happiness of the man whom J«sus calML ** his friend/' 
He " t who laid the foundation of the earth," " J up- 
holding all things by the power of his word," the 
Lord of glory, he gives the endearing name of friend 
to a worm of the earth, a sinner. Men of exalted 
station, (though only dust and ashes) will not deign 
sometimes to give this name to a fellow-creature in 
bumble life, yet he whom the Angels of God worship, 
so called Lazarus, and how precious, how encou- 
raging, is this name in the heart and from the lips of 
the Redeemer of the world ! We know well what is 
understood by the word friend as applied by us — it is 
a word in common use, may be given to a new 
acquaintance, and be used like a mask to wear when 
it suits our purpose, and thrown aside when no longer 
required. But where are the friends who are willing 
to forgive a fault in their friend ? Where are they who 

f Hebrew L 10. X Heb. i. «. 
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acknowledge their friend in adversity? This may 
appear trifling, but must be repeated to those wha 
have not learned friendship from the example of our 
Lord. You see a wealthy and prosperous man, sur- 
rounded by a host of false friends, who profane that 
name with their lips, in a little while he may be 
reduced to the utmost want, instead of filling some 
honorable station, courted and fawned upon by all, 
he may perhaps be laid on a bed of sickness in some 
lowly dwelling, and deprived of all that could soften 
the bitterness of his situation. Where are the heartless 
companions whofturrounded him but the other day, 
and overwhelmed him with the hypocritical demon- 
strations of their attachment ? I do not see them near 
him — he is poor, so they would blush to call him 
friend — he is unhappy, that is alone a crime. 

You who have been pained by the instability of 
human regard, who are suffering, slighted, and, 
neglected by the cold unfeeling world : come to Jesus, 
he will prove your friend. Do not expect to receive 
from man the comfort your heart requires. " * Behold 
thou trusteth upon the staff of this bruised reed, on 
which, if a man lean, it will go into his hand, and 
pierce it," What human aid could you find to fill the 
void withm your soul? What could lighten your 
sighs, and dry your tears ? If you have not called 
upon Jesus as your friend, he has been before hand 
with you, and has called you by that tender name, 

• 3 Kings xTiU. 3K 
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and with the name has given you all the privileges of 
friendship. Let not a sense of your unworthiness 
alarm you, and keep you from him. ** * He came to 
seek and save that which was lost." He was not 
offended when he was called the " f friend of publi* 
cans and sinners." Neither let your poverty or low 
condition deter you. He it was, who " J though he 
was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye 
through his poverty might be rich." Far different 
are your human protectors, who call themselves 
friends, whom you approach in trembling through a 
parade of ostentation and pride. Jesus, who is 
willing to be your friend, was bom in a manger — his 
attendants consisted of a few fishermen from the Lake 
of Gennesareth. The sick whom he cured — the poor 
whom he relieved, and the afflicted whom he com- 
forted, were his sole companions. Unlike our earthly 
friends, whose love lasts only while they feel enjoy- 
ment from it — Jesus is always the same, always ready 
to receive and love you — the more you are afflicted 
and suffering — the more you are humble and contrite 
— the more willing is he to call you his friend. There- 
fore, I repeat, come to Jesus — open your heart to 
him — call him your friend, he invites you to do so, 
and to pour out your grief in the pure and inexhaus- 
tible fountain of his love. " § If any man thirst let 
him come unto me and drink." " || Come unto me all 
ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will gi^'e 
you rest." 

• St. Luke xix. 10. t Luke vii. 34. * 2 Cor. Tiii. U. 
$ St. John vii. 37. U St. MfttU zi. 2b. 
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** Our friend Lazarus sl^epeth." — Jesus does not 
say my friend, he does not exclude his Disciples 
from this sacred friendship ; he who is the friend of 
Jesus is the friend of all whom he loves : the maxim 
of this world, that no man can have more than one 
friend is humiliatingj false, and egotistical. It shews^ 
very plainly, of what value is friendship, or indeed 
any of our affections, where the love of Christ is not 
the bond of union — ^may this narrow-mindedness be 
far from us. If Jesus be our friend, all those who 
love him are our friends. Also, " See how they love 
each other," exclaimed the astonished Heathens, when 
they first beheld the behaviour of the primitive Chifl^ 
tians to one another. There is a powerful but invisible 
chain which unites all those who love Jesus in amity j 
he is the head, they are the members ; such a bond 
unites space and time, heaven and earth. From the 
time of Abel till the very latest of the believers,, even 
those who are raising their hearts to Jesus from the 
centre of the Heathen Islands, aJJ form an united 
band of friends round Jesus — ** * All continue with 
one accord in supplication and prayer," all walk 
together towards Zion, " f to the general assembly 
and Church of the first born," there to be united for 
ever by the grace of his everlasting love. 

Let us turn to the histoiy of David — " t And it 
came to pass, when he had made an end of speaking 
unto Saul, that the soul of Jonathan was knit with 
the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as hi» 
own soul." Then Jonathan and David made a cove* 

• Actf i, 14. t Hebrews xii. 89. 1 1 S«muel xyiii. 1 Ac Sa 
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nant, because he loved him as his own soul." • " And 
they kissed one another, and wept one with another, 
until David exceeded, and Jonathan said to David, 
Go in peace, forasmuch as we have sworn both of us 
in the name of the Lord, saying, the Lord be between 
thee and me, and between my seed and thy seed for 
ever." " f But if it please my father to do thee evil, 
then I will shew it thee, and send thee away that thou 
mayest go in peace, and the Lord be with thee as he 
has been with my father." Now let us look at the 
arly Christians — " J And the multitude of them that 
believed were of one heart and one soul : neither said 
any of them that ought of the things which he pos- 
sessed was his own, but they had all things common.^' 
One of the pillars of the Primitive Church, the 
apostle Peter, was imprisoned by Herod ; the follow- 
ing day, it was intended he should undergo the 
punishment prepared for him. " § Peter, therefore, 
was kept in prison, but prayer was made without 
ceasing of the Church unto God for him." The Angel 
of the Lord broke his chains, and restored him to the 
believers. The apostle Paul was conducted a prisoner 
to Rome in the name of Jesus : he arrived there after 
he had suffered shipwreck, his life being in imi- 
nent danger. He was overcome by the fatigues of 
his journey, and the weight of the chains he bore 
for the sake of his Saviour. " || When the brethren 
heard of us, they came to meet us as far af» Appi' 

• 1 Samuel zz. 41 & 42. t 1 Samuel zz. 18. X Acti ir. 13. 
i Act! zU. 5. II Acta zzTlii. 11. 
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Forum, whom when Paul saw, he thanked God, and 
took courage." 

Oh, Christian travellers ! if ye be burdened with 
the sorrows of your earthly pilgrimage, imitate St. 
Paul, and " take courage." You do not tread your 
thorny path alone — you are preceded by millions, 
friends to Jesus and yourself. They may have toiled 
on the road, perhaps even more than you have, and 
have been purified by fire that they may meet him 
face to face; you are accompanied and succeeded by 
millions, who, like yourself, wish to take up their 
cross daily to follow Christ. They all love you as a 
brother, if you belong by adoption to the family of 
God. In the hour of danger, when you think you 
are alone, and left to your own weakness, numbers 
of your brethren will sympathise in your sorrows, 
offer their supplications to heaven for you, and restore 
you to consolation and peace. O Jesus! what 
happiness to be thy friend, and to form one of that 
kingdom which thou earnest down 'from Heaven to 
establish — " Thy kingdom come." 

" Our friend Lazarus sleepeth." — This is the close 
of their pilgrimage to those who love Jesus. Death 
no longer appears frightful with its mournful train of 
agonies and fears, it is no longer the " King of terrors," 
announcing itself to the unpardoned sinner in a voice 
of thunder, and piercing through the very depths of 
an awakened conscience. It is no longer a dark 
sepulchre, coming to swallow up all our hopes and 
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joys for ever. It is no longer a mysterious and fearful 
eternity, compared to which annihilation would be 
a blessing — no, it is a sweet sleep which succeeds the 
painful anxieties of life — it is the repose which follows 
the weariness of a long journey. The friend of Jesus 
sleeps, he does not die. " The maid is not dead," 
Jesus said, as he went into a house where pious parents 
were lamenting the death of an only daughter — " *She 
is not dead but sleepeth." With this sweet image the 
Lord veils the terrors of death, after having destroyed 
its sting. As an infant sleeps peacefully on its mother's 
bofiom, so the friend of Jesus sleeps in the arms of a 
tender and merciful father, till the sound of the last 
trumpet calls him to eternal life, and he awakes in the 
dawn of that day of happiness which his Saviour has 
purchased for him. " Our friend Lazarus sleepeth." 
Alas ! his life may have been as full of trouble as that 
of other men ; he may have travelled on thorny roads, 
which may have lacerated his tottering feet — he may 
have had to climb mountains and cross vallies : his 
heaviest burden, that of his sins and iniquities, might 
have nearly overwhelmed him 5 perhaps, when resting 
his forehead on his feeble hand, he might have cried 
like another traveller to Zion, " f My tears have been 
my meat night and day." " My soul is disquieted 
within me." " Deep calleth unto deep at the noise of 
thy water-spouts, all thy waves and thy billows are 
gone over me*" However, he cherished in his bosom 
a hope which never failed — he never lost sight of a 

* Matt. iz. Zi, t PMOm xUl. 9, ft, 7. 
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better country — if the whole world deserted him, that 
country would be the only object of his ambition. 
When the Israelites were carried captive to Babylon, 
their looks were all turned to Zion. " • If I forget 
thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her 
cunning. If I do not remember thee let my tongue 
cleave to the roof of my mouth : if I prefer not Jeru- 
salem above my chief joy." With this hope the friend 
of Jesus was not alone on his journey to Zion, or left 
to his own weakness. His heavenly friend, omnipo- 
tent though invisible, guided his steps, renewed his 
courage, ^nd lightened his burden, saying, " f Son 
be of good cheer, thy sins are forgiven thee.'* Arrived 
at the end of his course his last struggle is the most 
severe, but then he is enabled to say with the Psalmist, 
in praise of his Redeemer, " J Yea, though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will 
fear no evil, for thou art with me, thy rod and thy 
staff they comfort me." The night fell, darkness 
encompassed him, but he shortly and clearly discerned 
the dawn of another day. At the end of his toils and 
cares he fell asleep — ^he awoke to see a " § new heavens, 
and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness." — 
" II And God shall wipe away all tears frojn their eye« ; 
and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor 
crying, neither shall there be any more pain, for the 
former things are passed away." 

Yes, the former things are passed away — the cares 
of a life which sin had poisoned with its venom, and 

t Psalm oxsxvii. 5, 6. 

t St. Mathew iz. S. % Psalm zxiii. 4. $ S Peter iU. IS. |I Rer. izi. 4. 
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the chain of corruption which had enslaved the soul, 
and prevented it from springing up to its eternal desti- 
nation, are removed for ever. Eternal life appears to 
throw ft feeling of pure delight over our new existence : 
all that is left of our troubles is a gentle remembrance, 
source of everlasting gratitude to the wisdom and 
mercy o^ God, whose ways are for the first time 
revealed to us. All else is past away like a troubled 
dream of the night, when one awakes in the sunshine 
of a bright morning. All seems blended with the 
love of God, whose presence is fullness of joy, and 
to him who has conquered for us, to the Lamb who 
was slain for us, and who redeemed us of all lan- 
guages, people and tribes, be for ever given honor, 
glory, and praise. Yes, glory to thee, O Jesus! 
who even at the grave can pour such hope of glory 
into our bosoms ; at thy voice the tears of mourners 
may be changed into songs of thanksgivings and praise, 
and at thy presence the terrors of death may be 
changed into ineffable and eternal felicity. 

My beloved friends, I had intended to finish my 
lecture here — ^but shall I own it ? an involuntary fear 
steals into my mind in the midst of all these soothing 
thoughts — I fear that these heavenly truths, taught us 
by Jesus himself, may be to some of you merely at 
the dreams of a bright imagination, a sort of religious 
fiction. I dread that even should your heart be alive 
to the voice of your Saviour, that you might confine 
yourself to an unfruitful admiration of the doctrine 
he gave to man — I dread, in fact, that you may con- 
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tinuB far from God, and live without his love. Should 
this be the case with any one here, he must know he 
is not the friend of Jesus. If he be living without 
God, or without being " bom again," Jesus could 
not say of him, as he did of Lazarus, " Our friend 
sleepeth." The end of that man is not rest, it is death, 
the destruction of his mortal body, followed^by what 
the Bible calls " the second death." Oh ! while 
Jesus comes to you as a friend, and not as a judge, 
hasten to believe in his word, in his promises, and in 
his love. To-morrow it may be too late — " * Now 
is the accepted time, now is the day of salvation." — 
If you acknowledge Jesus as your Saviour, during 
your life, he will be your friend at the hour of death. 
May the Almighty God bless you with such a friend ; 
and may those who are dear to you, and who would 
lament your departure, write upon your tomb in the 
name of Jesus, being full of joyful hope o^ their own 
glorious advent — " Our friend Lazarus sleepeth, but 
I go that I may awake him out of sleep." 

• 9 Cor. fl. «. 



Digitized by 



Google 



71 

LECTURE VI, 



THE FEAR OF DEATH. DISGUST FOR LIFE. 

Th^n said his Disciples, if he sleep, he shall do well. Howbeit, Jesus 
•pttke of his death : but tliey thought that he had spoken of taking of rest 
in sleep. Then said Jesus unto them plainly, I^azarus is dead. And I am 
glad for your sakes that I was not there, to the intoat ye may believe ; never- 
theless lot us go unto him. Then said ITiomas, which is called Didymus, 
unto his fellow Disciples, let us also go, that we may die with him* — 
St. John xi. 12 18, 14, 15, and 16. 

There is something in the little history which we 
have been considering peculiarly interesting, it is more 
easily felt than described. Every word pronounced 
by Jesus conveys to the •soul a feeling as tender as it 
is deep, and affects us so sweetly, that we are obliged 
to say, " * Surely, never man spake like this man." 
We must also add, that no man ever wrote like St. 
John. Jesus, driven by persecution to the other side 
of Jordan, received there the sad news that Lazarus, 
whom he loved, was ill. It is always more distressing 
to hear that those we love are ill, when we are far 
from them — Jesus appeared to have felt this in com- 
mon with human nature, he hastened to comfort his 
Disciples and those who brought him the message, 
with these words — " This sickness is not unto death, 
but for the glory of God," — he purposed to return into 
Judea,. that he might bestow the blessings of his 
power and grace on those he loved. His Disciples ' 
opposed this on account of the hatred the Jews bore 
him, and the danger of delivering himself up to men 
who higid so lately sought to stone him. Jesus encou- 

• St John vii. 5o. 
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raged them by reminding them of the shortness of 
their time, of the twelve hours of the day, which were 
passing so quickly away. ** You must walk while 
there is light, if a man walk in the night he stumbleth.'* 
To convince them of the necessity of his return to 
Judea, he desired they should know that Lazarus 
was no more ; but instead of using language which 
might fill them with painful thoughts, he told it to 
them in the gentlest manner — " Our friend Lazarus 
sleepeth" — ^then it would seem that he regretted to 
have given them pain, and kindly added, " but I go 
that I may awake him out of sleep." However, his 
Disciples did not understand him, they thought that 
** he had spoken of taking of rest in sleep" — ^they 
Indulged the hope of a speedy recovery — " Lord," 
said they, " if he sleep he shall do well," Jesus 
ipust then tell them the sad truth plainly, but scarcely 
had the words " Lazarus is dead," escaped fi'om his 
lips than he comforted them, saying, " I am glad for 
your sakes that I was not there, to the intent ye may 
believe. Nevertheless, let us go unto him." Oh what 
a kind master ! Lord give us knowledge ajid love that 
we may fully enter into the unspeakable consolation 
of the words that proceed from thy divine mouth. 

Notwithstanding the love Jesus felt for his Disci- 
ples, and the tender care he took to instruct them, 
we find them full of ignorance and weakness ; so true 
is it that " * the natural man receiveth not the things 
of the spirit of God." The saying of the Disciples, 
• 1 Cor. u, u. 
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" if he sleep lie shall do well," proves the warm 
intei^st they took in Lazarus ; they rejoiced in the 
idea that his sufferings were ended, and thought he 
had fallen into a sweet and refreshing sleep. This 
passage shews us clearly that man rarely attained the 
right understanding of our Lord's sayings, but con- 
stantly interpreted) in an earthly and carnal manner, 
what Jesus said with much delicacy and grace, in 
order to spare them pain. It was a daily and severe 
trial in the life of Christ that his associates were men 
whose ignorant minds were perpetually recurring to 
earthly things, and he never had any return for hig 
trouble in teaching them ; he had, however, selected 
them, as " t chosen vessels," and he " t who had not 
where to lay his head," had not even the comfort of 
one friend in whom he could confide. 

What an example of patience do we receive here 
from Jesus ! These men had followed him and listened 
to him for more than three years, and still could not 
understand one of his most simple thoughts. How 
vexed we are, if those around us are not capable of 
entering into our meaning ; we often feel impatient at 
it, some times even sorrowful, but we seldom try to 
explain ourselves more clearly as Jesus did, bringing 
ourselves down to their level, making them aware of 
our love, .il that their hearts may comprehend us, 
even though their understandings do not. What dis- 
tressing arguments, angry disputes, hatred, and 
animosity would be avoided in this world, if we used 

t Aeto ix, 15. X Mat), viii. 20. 
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the same forbearance to our fellow-creature?, that 
Jesus did to his Disciples. Those men who, by their 
vocation and influence, are called upon to mstruct 
mankind, would be far different from what they are, 
if they followed the example of their Divine Master. 
In whatever light we contemplate his character, we 
are covered with humiliation and shame — "* O Lord I 
righteousness belongeth unto thee, but unto us con- 
fusion of faces^" 

But there is a still more important lesson to be 
drawn from this passage. The Disciples had just 
opposed our Lord's intended return to Judea^ having 
a vague and fearful presentiment of the sufferings that 
awaited him, and to which they might possibly be 
themselves exposed. Jesus had foretold them all: 
we read their anxious fear in these words — " If he 
sleep he shall do well," meaning, that if he be well 
why should Jesus return into Judea ? Thus the im- 
portant lesson which Jesus had given them on the 
necessity of employing faithfully " the twelve bours 
of the day," without shrinking from trials or even 
from death, had no effect whatever on them ; their 
hearts were " t slow to believe." They had the same 
fearful forebodings as ever ; the prospect before them 
destroyed their courage, and deprived them of all 
energy and devotion. How plainly do I see the work 
of sin in death ; death which inspires us with such 
horror, and is accompanied by darkness, agony, and 
dissolution. Yes, it is sin which has engraved on 

• Daniel ix. 7. t Liike xxiv. 25. 
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his livid forehead these mournful words/ ^ * the wages 
of sin is death." 

But how weak must have been the faith of the 
Disciples, that they were thus overcome by fear, 
when the Prince of Life marched at their head ; he 
who had dominion over death and the grave ; he who 
is "the resurrectionand the life." What! cannot their 
ideas be lifted above this earth, when he who guides 
them is " Him to whom all power is given in heavep 
and on earth." He who has deprived death of its 
sting, the grave of its victory, and eternity of its 
terrors ! From the time that Jesus crossed the river 
Jordan to return into Judea their hearts were filled 
with fear, perhaps also with sorrow, seeing that 
Jesus was hastening on to his last sufferings. Till now 
they had secretly hoped for a glorious termination to 
his earthly mission, (one that would have astounded 
mankind) and expected that they might have shared 
his glory. They are ready to cry out with St. Peter, 
when he heard his Master foretelling his death — "t Be 
it far from thee Lord, this shall not be unto thee" But 
now their vision of a great terrestrial kingdom, 
founded by their Master, is vanished, and with it 
their brightest hopes — their dread of coming events 
engrossed them, and prevented them from discerning 
the Lord's meaning — the word of the Lord can only 
be understood by the assurance of faith, and the 
calmness of perfect confidence. 

• Rom. yi. 23. t St Matt. xyi. 29. 
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Ala3 ! here again wa must not blame the Disciples, 
they are a faithful index of what parses in our own 
minds. Do we not incessantly find within us the 
weakness and sin which Jesus fights against in his 
Disciples ? How often does the mere anticipation of 
trials make us shudder, and unfit us for receiving 
the infallible consolation of our Lord ? This is a most 
dangerous stumbling block to Christians during their 
probation-— instead of bowing with adoration, and even 
tp^ the dust, under the hand that strikes the blow, 
asking with the submission of a dutiful child — " My 
God what wilt thou do with me," we are troubled, 
we are *' * full of labour, man cannot utter it." Our 
wayward hearts recoil under every fresh trial; dis- 
tracted by such tumultuous feelings, who can listen 
to the voice of a kind father saying, " f ^X son des- 
pise not the chastening of the Lord, neither be weary 
of his correction." When unbelief and distrust fill 
the soul with trouble in the hour of affliction, they 
will fill it with agony at the approach of death. If an 
angel from heaven should come to you at this moment, 
and tell you, as from the Almighty, that this was 
your last day, that to-morrow your eyes would be 
closed, your body lifeless, and your soul passed into 
eternity, what would be your feelings ? Would not 
anguish and terror, regrets and fears alternately tor- 
ment you ? Probably most of you would say that 
they would. What must we then conclude? Alast 
alas ! that your faith is weak, that your Saviour God> 

• Eccles. U 8. t Prov. iii. 11, 
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whom you profess to love, and whom you come to wor- 
ship in these temples, is not the life of your soul ; that 
the world hath a stronger hold on you than he ; that 
you have not yet " t passed from death unto life ;" 
that you have not " § received the spirit of adoption 
whereby we cry Abba, Father." 

Could you but look to eternity (the very name of 
which makes you tremble) as an everlasting kingdom 
of love, passed in the presence of him who has so 
truly loved you, what could you fear? Will the poor 
exile, who has long been sighing for and looking tow- 
ards the country which contains all he holds dear on 
earth, fear the moment which recalls him from banish- 
ment, restores him to the home of his fathers, to 
those dear relations, who, trembling with joy, clasp 
him to their bosoms, and dry the bitter tears his absence 
had caused*? And will yon, strangers and pilgrims 
on this earth, will you feat to cross the barrier which 
divides time from eternity ? Will you fear to meet in 
a better world the heavenly Father who so tenderly 
loved you, the merciful Saviour who ransomed you 
with his own blood, and who is willing to be your 
brother, your friend and comforter ? Would you foar 
to inhabit that place where all the blessed spirits, of 
those who loved Christ, are assembled togethot? 
Would you fear to lay aside the bonds of corruption 
which you are now dragging after you, and be free 

4 1 St. John m. 14. $ Rom. yiii. 15. 
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to enjoy the glorious liberty given to the children of 
God, where there is no more sorrow-*, pain, or separa- 
tion, because there is no more sin. No, no, " * for me 
to live is Christ, to die is gain." The Disciples did 
not yet understand our Lor^, he must tell them why 
in spite of their fears he must return to Judea. " Then 
said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead." At 
these words their hearts were cast down, and filled 
with sadness ; the word dead, pronounced necessarily 
but reluctantly by their Master, brought before them 
melancholy ideas of separation, burial, &c. &c. and 
deeply grieved them. Lazarus, their beloved friend, 
the friend also of Jesus, no longer lives 5 they will 
never again be welcomed with his cordial smile ; his 
house will no longer be an asylum for them and their 
Master. These sad thoughts crowded before them, 
and you who have had some dear friend, some Lazarus 
torn from you by the hands of death, may imagme 
how painful these reflections were. You know^what 
a void, what a desolation such a loss leaves behind, 
and that in the misery of such a separation, our spirits 
would even wish to take flight, and follow to another 
world the beloved being whom death hath removed. 

Beloved Disciples of the Lord! who weep for 
Lazarus, listen to your master, to the prince of life, 
when he speaks of death, and rejoice with him, or at 
any rate take courage. " I am glad for your sakes 
that I was not there, to the intent that ye may believe." 
• PhU. i. 21. 
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What a stmnge consolation, my brethren, " I am 
glad ;" and he is speaking of the death of one he 
loved — ^those who in trials expect relief from the joyless 
comforters of this world, will consider that word oi 
consolation as cruel almost as ironical. Of\en does a 
poor mortal, ignorant of God's intentions towards 
him, weep and lament over the sorrows of his life, 
and often does Jesus, from the highest heavens, watch 
over his child, saying with tenderness, ** I am glad 
for your sake," and the Angels of God " • who have 
joy over one sinner that repenteth," make the heavens 
resound with the words, " I am glad." 

" And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, 
to the intent ye may believe." Jeaus might have been 
there — ^he might have gone at once to Bethany with 
his Disciples, have surrounded the dying couch of 
Lazarus, and by speaking one word might have re- 
stored him to health ; but, no ! it would not have been 
sufficient for his Disciples faith, or he might have 
permitted that in their presence : Lazarus might have 
suffered death, that they should be eye-witnesses of 
the afflicting scene, and have the mournful satisfaction 
of following him to the grave, from whence he might 
have been recalled by our Lord's power. But, no ! 
Jesus rejoiced that he was not there, that those he 
loved had been spared such hours of anxiety and dis- 
tress, he only led them to the grave of Lazarus, to 
make them eye-witnesses of the most astounding 
manifestation of his power and divinity — ^that they 

St. iMke XY. 10. 
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might see kow Lazarus, at the voice of Jesus, burst 
asunder the bonds of death — ^that they might take 
part in the glorious triumph of their Lord, and in the 
joy of Martha and Mary; in one word, that they 
might have stronger faith in him, who came down 
from the Father, was made manifest in the flesh, and 
worshipped by the Angels of God. 

O ye Disciples ! who have been the objects of such 
love and tender solicitude, let your voice be heard in 
all times and all places— K!ome, and instruct us^ 
animate our minds, penetrate our hearts, increase our 
faith, shew us how to live and die in the love of Christ. 
Jesus added, *^ nevertheless, let us go unto him," 
when he was consoling his Disciples by these holy 
thoughts he feared to appear insensible to the afflic- 
tions of his friends at Bethany, and as his arms of 
mercy were ever unfolded to his own people, he 
quickens the tardiness of his Disciples, which to his 
zeal appeared much too slow, saying, " let us go unto 
him:" but, why? Lazarus is dead and buried ; why 
should they go to him ? what does that signify ? Can 
" • death or life separate us from the love of God 
which is in Christ Jesus ?" Could the cold stone laid 
over the grave of Lazarus be any obstacle to the ardent 
love of Jesus, though it shut him out from the living 
world? No, " in all thmgs," said St. Paul, " f we 
are more than conquerers through him that loved us." 

However, the Disciple, Thomas, naturally of a 
melancholy disposition, and a doubting mindy could 
• fiom. TiU. 88, t Rom. tUI. 97. 
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not enter into the consolation our Lord offered him. 
The Poet has justly given the following words to his 
guardian Angel, when describing his character :— 
" * His mind is continually wrapt in meditation — 
" thoughts frequently produce thoughts, without end, 
^^ and extend before him like a boundless sea. He 
" was once almost lost in the dark system of sadducean 
" dreams, but was saved by the mighty miracles of 
" the Messiah. Then leaving the mazy labyrinths 
" of entangling error he came to Jesus, yet still hard 
" of conviction he would fill me with solicitude, did 
" I not know that with his active mind he has sincerity 
" of heart, and ardent love of virtue." 

The thoughts of death so saddened his mind as to 
give him a disgust for life, he thus reasons within him- 
self : Lazarus is dead — my Master returns to Jude a, 
where cruel persecutions and death are awaiting liim ; 
what good would my life be then to me ? for what 
should I tarry on earth ? what would become of me 
without Lazarus without my Master ? this world would 
be a desert full of separations and contentions ; turn- 
ing to his fellow Disciples he said, ^^ let us also go 
that we may die with him." 

How wonderful, that in the first part of this lec- 
ture, 1 spoke against the fear of death, and now, at 
its conclusion, I must fight against a disgust to life, 
so true is it that aU extremes meet in that perverse 
creature, man. Alas ! there is something but too na- 

* Klopstocks Messiah, Book the 3d, 
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tural to man in the words which Thomas's despair had 
wrung from him, but it was the expression of a feeling 
disapproved by God, and which we must strive to 
conquer. Poor mortal ! because God has put you to 
severe trials and has given you a bitter cup to taste, is 
your life a burden to you ? do you wish to die ? Be- 
cause one dearly loved by you, and of whom, per- 
haps, you made an idol, has been removed, and this 
world appears to you a barren desert, do you wish to 
die ? Because the hope that from day to day had 
supported your faith and softened your misery ap- 
pears fading away, has despondency filled your mind, 
and do you wish to die ? Because it seems as if God 
no longer listened to your supplications, you think 
you have nothing before you but utter despair, and 
you wish to die ? Do not deceive yourself, that feel- 
ing has nothing in common with that holy impatience 
which St. Paul felt when he said " * he had a desire 
to depart and to be with Christ." No, what you feel 
under your trials is a guilty rebellion against God's 
supreme will, your murmurs and dismay are proofs 
of a cowardly distrust in that heavenly Saviour, who 
promised that ** * he will never allow you to be 
tempted above what you are able to bear." If you 
love the Lord — if your heart is submissive, no re- 
bellious feeling could enter into it — ^you would know 
by experience " t *^*^ ^^^ things work together for 
good to them that love God." If you do not love 
him, and feel that he is your Saviour, Redeemer, and 

• Phil. I. 23. t 1 Cor. xx. 18. t Rom. vUi. !^. 
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Mediator, what can you expect in that life to which 
you are wishing to hasten? What do you look to in 
eternity ? Why would you rush before your time into 
the aTvtfiil scenes of the last day ? Why will you place 
yourself at the bar of final judgment ? Are you pre- 
pared to appear before a just judge? Are you ready 
to give an account of all the actions, words, and 
even thougj^its of a sinful life ? Go to Christ, as your 
Saviour, and be content to live, until he calls you to 
him as your judge. Even suppose you have no reason 
to fear eternity, but have a testimony within you, ^ 
sent by the Holy Spirit, that Jesus has saved you, ha? 
expiated your sins, that his blood has washed away 
your stains, why would you desire impatiently to 
shorten the time of your probation ? Why would you, 
before the appointed time, lay down the burden im- 
posed on you ? Have you nothing to do in this life ? 
Have you no poor to relieve, no unfortunate to con- 
sole, no ignorant to instruct ? No ! you say, I am 
so situate that I can be of no use to any one — this 
afflicts me more than all my other sorrows. I can 
do nothing, but mourn my inutility and sin. Do you 
not remember, my dear brother, that you are now 
schooled by the Spirit of God ? He desires to enlarge 
and purify the faculties of your soul, and fit it more 
and njore for the enjoyment of that infinite love, which 
will be hereafter the element of your existence ? Yes, 
by edifying your companions by your patience under 
suffering, you will further the views of the Almighty 
for you, which are to fulfil in you the prayer of Si. 
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Paul for his brethren of Thcssalonica— " * And the 
very God of peace sanctify you wholly ; and I pray 
God your whole spirit and soul and b#dy be preserved 
blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Qirist.'' 
" Faithful is he that calleth you who also will do it." 

This day of our Lord> appointed by the wisdom 
and love of God, will come soon enough to us all, 
and then whatever degree of sanctification we may 
have attained, we shall feel greatly ashamed at our 
cowardice, our want of fortitude under trials, the 
weakness of our zeal for so good a master, the cold* 
ness of our love for so merciful a Saviour. 

O God! increase our faith, our hope, our love- 
give us grace to employ more profitably our short 
time of trial — ^let us so live that we may praise thee 
here on earth, and also in heaven to all eternity ! 



LECTURE VII. 

THE FOUR DAYS OF TRIAL. 

Then when Jesus came, he found that he had lain in tlie graTe four dafi 
already. Now Bethany was nigh unto Jerusalem about fifteen furlongs off. 
And many of the Jews c^me to B£»rtha and Mary to comfort them con- 
cerning their brother. Then Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was 
coming, went and met Mp ; bvt Mary ivit sUU in the house. Tlien said 
Martha unto Jesus, Lord, if Chou hadst been here my brother had not died. 
But I know, that even now, whatsoever thou wilt ask of God, God will give it 
Ikee. Jesus saith unto her, thy brother shall rise again.— iSt. John zi. 17, 24^ 

In our last lecture, we left Jesus proceeding to 
Bethany with his Disciples, and giving them, by the 
way, grave' and important instructions relative to his 
future plans. The day of trial will soon pass away. 

• I TlMM. T. 33, 84. 
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from Martha and Mary — they had lately trodden a dark 
path and were full of sorrow, vainly expecting help 
and quite disheartened at the conduct of their heavenly 
friend : he goes to them and speaks of faith, comfort, 
and eternal life. The Evangelist returns to Bethany, 
and tells us of all that had passed there, since the 
message his master had received from thence. " Lord, 
behold he wh<to thou lovest is sick." We will follow 
Jesus to Bethany, and while considering the afflic- 
tions of the sisters, and how diflTerent were the con- 
solations of the Jews from those of Jesus, may we 
learn to look for peace and happiness where only ^ 
they can be found. 

^^ Then when Jesus came, he founa that he had lain 
in the grave four days already." We suppose that 
Lazarus died the very day his sisters sent to Jesus, 
and as Jesus abode two days more in Perea, about a 
day's journey from Bethany, he did not arrive there 
till the fourth day after the death of Lazarus — accord- 
ing to the custom of the Jews in those days he was 
buried immediately. 

He fell asleep in t^e faith of his forefathers — he 
closed his eyes on this life of misery with the stead- 
fast hope of awaking in r^lms of everlasting bliss. 
Like Simeon, he might say when he left all he held 
dear on earth, <* * Lord ! now lettest thou thy servant 
depart in peace, according to thy word : for mine eyes 
have seen thy salvation." He had entered the har- 

• at, Luke, U. 29. 
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bour wliere he had cast the anchor of his hopeFy but 
his dear sisters were left behind to baflBie with the 
waves and storms of life. St. John does not descri b 
their conflicts or their sorrows^ but our hearts can tell 
us what grief and mourning they must have endured 
for those four days — their brother, their friend, their 
companion and earthly support had been taken from 
them — all their love could not rescue him from the 
cold embrace of death : they had watched his las t 
look, heard his last farewell, all they had left of him 
was a remembrance, a bitter regret — ^his place was 
vacant, his mortal remains were already removed and 
become the prey of corruption. O ! ye wretched 
fruity of sin which brought such ruin into the Para- 
dise of God ! The silence of death, broken only by 
their sigh?, reigns in that dwelling so lately filled by 
the kind feelings of brotherly love. All is changed, 
domestic joys are fled, and nothing left but tears and 
sorrow. "*The voice said, Cry. And he said, what 
shalM cry ? All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness 
thereof is as the flower of the field : the grass wither- 
eth, the flower fadeth : because the Spirit of the Lord 
bloweth upon it : surely the people is grass. 

Brothers and sisters, parents, and friends, and all 
you that are surrounded with tender objects of affec- 
tion, mind, that though you are permitted to love them, 
yet you should beware that you do not rest your hopes 
of happiness on their fragile lives. Love them a3 

• Isaiah xl. Q. 
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creatures of eternity, not of earth — ^love them for 
God's sake more than for your own. Listen to tile 
advice of the great Disciple of love preserved to us in 
the sacred pages — he, after a long experience of life, 
after having grown old in the exercise of the love he 
constantly recommended, traced these words with an 
aged and enfeebled hand, ^^ * Little children, keep 
yourselves from idols/' ^ 

However, these four tedious days passed away 
without our Lord's appearii^ in Bethany. Jesus, who 
alone could bring comfort to these distracted sisters — 
Jesus, whose assistance they unceasingly implored — 
Jesus, who never turned a deaf ear to the complaints 
of the sorrowful, came not. Where will be their 
feith ? What will be their hope ? One word from our 
Saviour couM remove their sorrow — they acknow- 
ledged his power, and yet he only sends them an 
obscure answer, which was quite unintelligible to 
them : *^ This sickness is not unto death, but unto 
the glory of God.'* Yet their brother had already 
been four days in the grave, and his remains were fast 
falling to decay. 

My dear brothers,, if any of you be naturally incre- 
dulous and soon cast down, do you not find yourselves^ 
filled with distrust and weakness in such moments 
of trial? Learn then from Martha and Mary to know 
the hidden ways of the Lord — ^learn from Abrahaia 

• 1 St. John T. 21. 

12 



Digitized by 



Google 



♦ 88 

and all the children of God, who gained the victory 
ftirough much warfare " f to hope for that we see 
not." Should, your minds be distrustful, your souls a 
barren desert, your faith not victorious, and your 
hopes not directed to a better country — should the 
word of the Lord not speak to your soub, nor prayer 
be to you like a spring of living waters, could yoa 
see no remedies for your sorrows, but that your eyes 
were fixed on darknes.3 and on bottomless pits. O ! do 
not shudder at all this : for thence an immovable 
faith may spring up in your hearts, and the bonds of 
your union with the Almighty become so strong, tliat 
they never can be broken again. Jesus is there — ^he 
approaches — ^it was his mighty hand which placed you 
in this abyss, and when you have learned there to think 
nothing of yoursfelvei, your strength or your merits, 
but to put your whole trust in him, then his powerful 
arm will support you,, and remove you to the sublime 
realms of faith : you will ther^ bless him for your 
sufferings, and acknowledge all that they have taught 
yoa. The sisters of Lazarus will shew us how to 
praiie and magnify the Lord, after having just shewa 
us how to humble ourselves under his hand* 

Martha and Mary had not been left without the 
consolations which this world affords. " Now Bethany 
was nigh unto Jerusalem, fifteen furlongs off, which was^ 
about a mile and a half, and many of the Jews came 
to Martha and Mary to comfort them concerning their 
brother.'* It waa the custom of the Jews, when one; 

i Ro:a. viil. 25. . 
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of a family was dead, that the friends all assembled 
to mourn with the aflBiicted relatives. It might have 
been a good custom had it been doaa in the spirit of 
him, who saith, " 1 1, even I, am he that comforteth 
you." But every thing that proceeds from man, even 
lamentations and mournings degenerate into mere life- 
less ceremony ; I was going to say, into hypocrisy. 
The Jews assembled round the family of the deceased,, 
instead of seeking in reminiscences and prayer that 
spirit which is called " the Comforter," filled the air 
with dismal cries and loud wailings. If the departed 
were much loved and regretted by his family, then 
their lamentations assumed the appearaaee of violent 
frenzy ; they tore their hair, rent their clothes, put 
on sackcloth, covered themselves with ashes, uttering, 
at the same time, piercing cries, which increased in 
loudness when they saw the relations of the dead 
giving vent to their grief. In some cases women were 
engaged to increase the gloom of these funeral meet- 
ings, to weep and mourn over the dead, and, at the 
conclusion, men were hired to accompany these mourn- 
ful ceremonies with musical instruments. St. Mathew 
mentions them when he relates the restoring to life of 
Jairus's daughter. " * And when Jesus came into 
the ruler's house, and saw the minstrels and the people 
making a noise, he said unto them, give place."— 
Certainly, in our days, it is not the custom thus to 
comfort the afflicted, but how many false comforters 
are there, to whom the Lord would say, either with 
indignation or compassion — " Give place." What 

X iBStiah U. zii. • St. Mathew is, 39. 



Digitized by 



Google 



: 90 

passes in a house of mourning where the Lord's name 
is not sought for ? People go to pay what is called a 
visit of condoleace, along string of virtues is recorded 
as having belonged to the deceased^ — every one repeats 
to his deluded friends, that be must be happy, what- 
ever may have been his principles, or his life : that 
he deserved heaven : or, if it be allowed that he had 
any weaknesses,, they rely upon some vague idea of 
the goodness of Gtod, never considering either his 
justice or his holiness^ Should there be no stain upon 
his name> his family are; told to be: proud of his 
memory — then they add, that it is necessary to submit 
to what cannot be avoided. It is the course of na- 
ture, we are all mortal; there is another and a 
better world* These ai^ such trifles as these, are 
repeated over and over, and perhaps a few tears may 
be shed. Such are the consolers and the consolations # 
©f this wretched world. " Give place," ye s#rry com- 
forters,, or if you really sympathise in my grief speak 
to me capdidly of the- intentions of the Almighty in 
sending me these afflictions — tell me how I should 
humble myself under his dispensations, he afflicts 
me in order to correct me — speak to me of my 
Saviour who died that he might conquer death, 
and sin, the cause of death — speak to me of the obla- 
tion he offered that he mi^t obtain for me pardon 
and grace— «peak to me of the inv'titions of his love, 
and of " • the new heavens and the new earth wherein 
dwelleth righteousness." Give me one of his pro- 
mises, and could I be so blessed as to apply it to. 

♦ «. Peter,, m. U. 
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myself, and to the dear departed, I shall indeed be 
comforted ; and should I still water his grave with 
my tears it will not be like one who " * sorrows not 
even as others which have no hope," But if you 
cannot speak thus, you may still shew the pity you 
feel for me by praying for your friend : ask o£ Grod 
to sanctify to my eternal benefit, the trial with which 
he afflicts me, to grant that I may bow my bead with 
submission, and my heart with adoration under the 
strokes of his chastisements, which are st) many les- 
sons of grace — pray to him to apply to my heart, by 
the power of his Holy Spirit, the ineffable consola- 
tions of his word, and if then* ydu should only re- 
main near me, 1 feel as if e<ren your siknce woiild 
comfort me. It is the Christian alon^ who cacn, by 
principles and manner, shew that delicacy of feeling 
that acts as a balm to the soul, and comforts by a 
word or a look, though it might be even a silent one. 

However, Jesus drew nigh unto Bethany — let us 
follow him, and see the powerful efiect of his pre- 
sence upon the afflicted sisters. Then Martha when 
she heard that Jesus was coming, went and met him, 
but Mary sat still in the house. Here again we see 
the sisters acting consistently with the difference of 
their dispositions, each of them ardently desired the 
consolations of their divine friend, but while the 
active Martha gives way to the first warm impulse 
of her heart, and flies to meet Jesus — Mary (though 
feeling even more deeply the need of his presence) 

• 1 Tt«s8. It. 13, ^ 
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appears overwhelmed witli the sorrows of her sensi- 
tive mind. She seemed to wait till Jesus came to 
lift, with a merciful hand, the heavy cross which 
weighed her down. If we study mankind, we must 
perceive the difierent shades of feelings and conduct, 
in their teligious character, though they may have 
one faith, one love, and one hope in common ; and the 
details of this story, so minutely characteristic and 
recorded by an eye witness, under the guidance of 
that spirit ** that searchest all hearts" would ffSLmish 
us (were it wanting) with a powerful testimony of 
its trut'i!: I 

Leaving Maryln^Ient grief, waiting for the con* 
solation of her Saviovr, let us follow Martha who 
hastened to meet him, << as the thirsty deer flieth to 
the water Krooks." She threw herself at his feet — she 
knew that he alone cottld heal the sorrows of her 
heart : she h&d expected him four days, she now 
beheld him, " Jesus was [there." When Jesus was 
actually present to her sight, her drooping faith re- 
vived, and a faint ray of hope darted through her. 
The Jews, who had come from Jerusalem to weep 
with her, were quite unheeded. She left them to throw 
herself at the feet of Jesus, and there gave way to 
the ardent desire she felt of imparting her sorrows to 
him. Certain of finding pity and sympathy, she laid 
down her burden, saying, " Lord, if thou hadst 
been here, my brother had not died," — there was 
grief, amounting almost to despair, expressed in these 
words. She could then only think of the death of 
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hep dear brothers-it appeared as if Jesus had come too 
late to assist her ; there was, however, a small rem- 
nant of faith that kindled and reriyed at the sight of 
him. She thought that had Jesus been there he could 
Jiave cured her brother, deprived death of its prey, 
and the grave of its victory. As a plant which is 
beat down and crushed by the storm, insensibly re- 
vives under the genial influence of the rays of the 
sun, so did « little germ of faith, quietly vegetating 
in Martha's bosom, shoot up and blossom, at the kind 
but majestic aspect of the Saviour. She stood before 
the High Priest who could " * be touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities*" At every look at her 
Redeemer her faith seemed strengthened — ^her hopes 
revived — ^the darkness of her mind seemed dissipating, 
and unspeakable comfort was gradually taking its 
place. She felt that Jesus came to succour her, and 
that his infinite love and boundless power could grant 
all her supplications. With confiding love she exclaims, 
** But I know that even now whatsoever thou wilt 
a^ of God, God will give it thee." What trium- 
phant faith! How soon did the presence of the 
Saviour bring peace and joy to her afflicted mind ! 
She had looked to him with faith, and there is but 
one step from faith to peace and joy ; the first fruit 
of faith is ** +that peace of God which passeth all 
understanding.*^ Those among you that are disciples 
of Jesus, and feel that he is present with you, need 
never utter that painful cry, " Lord, hadst thou been 

• Helnwi It. 16. t PhU. jiy. 7. * 
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here." You know lie b always near you, and always 
ready to listen to you. Why then should net your 
faith be as strong as Martha's? Why cannot you 
resign yourself wholly as she did to the love of Jesus ? 
Why is your heart disquieted within you ? 1 does 
notthb proceed from a want of faith? Instead of 
going forth, as Martha did from her sorry comforters, 
to meet Jesus, whose presence was to her " * a full- 
ness of joy," you seek comfort from Man, who can 
give you none ; instead of drawing refreshing draughts 
for your soul firom the fountains of living waters, you 
either << f hew out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can 
hold no waters," or else you abandon yourself to 
despaininstead of relying on the promise of God as • 
Martha did, when she said to Jesus <^ But now (yes, 
even now, when all seems lost, and even my fondest 
hopes are vanished,) whatsoever thou shalt ask of God, 
God shall give it thee," instead of acting thus do 
you not open your Bible with misgivings, as if it 
were not the word of God, and as if the invitations . 
of that word were not addressed to you ? Then, again, 
if you kneel down to pray in a full sense of your 
unworthiness, do you not address yourself to Jesus 
as if he were not " X able to save them to the utter- 
most that come unto God by him :" — as if he had 
not given you " § an inheritance incorruptible and 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in 
Heaven for you :" as if his arm were shortened that 
he could not save, or as if his love were not sufficient 

* Psalm ZT1..1I, tV«r. U, 16. } Hebrews tU. 29. M Peter i. 4. 
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to mge him to cb go. <* * O fools ! why are ye so 
slow of heart to believe all that the word of God hath 
revealed." Do we not all know as well as Martha, 
that all that our powerful Mediator asks of God, God 
will give it him ? Cannot we rely on this merciful 
invitation, " f If any man thirst let him come unto 
«ie and drink." Oh I it is faith which is wanting to 
Q8» ** X Lord, I believe, help thou my unbeliefr" 

Thus did the presence of our Lord transport Mar- 
tha from a state of misery and despair to a state of 
confidence and peace. Jesus replies to her in a way 
that must increase her faith, and accompanies his 
words with a promise so precious as to surpass all 
that Martha could hope or desire : so true it is that 
^^ § he is able to do exceeding abundantly above all 
that we can ask or think." Martha does not wait for 
her Lord's reply — her afflicted heart seems only to 
expect from Jesus the submission and fortitude neces- 
sary for her to bear up against such a loss ; or rather, 
she does not a»k any thing^r^-she leaves it all in the 
hands of Jesus, and he promises her the happiness she did 
not dare look fbr4n this world : " Thy brother shall 
rise again." It is not by much speaking that our 
Lord comforts the aJQ^ct«d — no, it is by a promise 
that will raise tliem above their misfortunes — for a 
promise from him *^ || that cannot lie," is equivalent 

to a gift. "Thy brother shall riee again." How? 

J 

• St. Luke xxiv. 25. t St. John tU. 87. J St. Mark ix. 24. 

* Etbeaiaat Ui. 20. f Titus i. 2. 



Digitized by 



Google 



96 

t^hen ? by whom ? are questions that Martha's fiuth 
would urge her to ask. Ah ! what are moments or 
days to Jesus ? he at whose voice the dead will ond 
day burst asunder the bonds of the grave ! can he 
not, if he will, raise Lazarus from the dead ? " Thy 
brother shall rise again," let that satisfy thy faith,r 
rely on my power — ^thou shalt no longer mourn for 
liim, who is so necessary to thy happiness. It was 
not for the short space of this life only that their 
hearts were thus united : no, the bond of union 
between the friends of Jesus could not be severed even 
hj death — the bond is eternal, and having constituted 
their happiness here, will contribute even more power- 
fully to their happiness hereafter. But Jesus does 
not wait for the time when the measure of her joy 
shall be full, to strengthen Martha's faith ; we shaU 
soon see the Prince of life, advancing to the tomb 
of Lazarus, and usio^ his Almighty power in order 
to fulfil quickly his promise to Martha. As her £uth 
was not sufficiently established to understand that 
promise, he does not say to her, as he did on another 
occasion, '< * According to your faith be it unto you," 
but he does for her ^^ f abundantly above all that she 
can ask or think." 

O ! that these promises of Ood, ** X which are in 
him yea and amen," might be an eternal refuge from 
the storms and shipwredks of life, to which we are 
constantly exposed by the waverings qf our own in- 
credulity and weakness. My dear fellow-travellen, 

^ Bt. MaUiew is. 89. f £|»h. Ui. 90. t 8 Co'* ^ M* 
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tkrougli the boisterous voyages of life, these promiseg 
alone can shew us the Rock of ag^s, from whence wo 
may contemplate in security the raging billows of the 
tempestuous ocean. These promises to us are like 
the appearance to the benighted mariner of the star 
which will gnide him into port — they alone can shew 
as << * the new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness.' 
Having fast hold of these promises kt us present 
them to God as our title deeds, and ask him '^ f in 
full assurance of faith," for light, strength and eternal 
life. Thsen we may find true comfort, even at the 
tomb of those we best love — these mournful scenes 
will lose their bitterness, and when they ^ule away 
scenes of eternal delights will appear. We already 
fM^ssess these through <<{ the hope that maketh not 
ashamed," for its foundations are the promises of Qod. 
Are there any among you in deep suffering, either 
mental or bodily ? If there are, take courage, ap- 
proach the throne of mercy with confidence, and say, 
<* Lord, he whom thou lovest is sick :" remember this 
promise, ^' § he maketh sore and bindeth up, he 
woundeth and his hands make whole." Are there any 
exposed to the pains of poverty and indigence, unable 
to satisfy the wants of those they love ? Let them 
bastes to Jesus with the promises he has so mercifully 
given them. '^ || If God so clothe the grass which 
is to-day in the field, and to-^morrow is cast into the 
oven, how much more will he clothe you, O ye of 
little faith." ^* f I will never leave thee nor forsake 
thee." Are there any among you trembling under 

• 2 Peter iii. 18. f HebKwi z. 22. t Rom. t. 6. $ Job t. 18.. 
I Luke xU. 23. f Hebrews xiil. &. 



Digitized by 



Google 



98 

an acute sense of sin, and deipondin^ viewa of salva* 
tion, let them fl j to their Redeemer, on the strength of 
these blessed words, " ♦ Who his own sdf bare oar 
sins on his own body on the tree, that we, being dead 
to sins, should live unto righteousness/^ ^ f Thou 
earnest to seek and save that which was lost.'' 
'^ I Come unto liie all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest." ** § Him that oometh 
to me I will ia no -^ise cast out." " || Though your 
sins be as scarlet they shall be as white as snow.'^ 
** IT Ho everyone that thirsteth come ye to the waters." 
*^ (a) Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord 
pm^h them thatfear him." ** (b) WSen my father 
and mother forsake me then the Lord shall take me 
up." Should we be summoned to the painful but 
tender duty of comforting our fellow-creatures, let us 
beware of speaking to them in the language of man. 
Let us approach them in a tnily christian spirit ; let 
them see that we feel for them, and are willing to 
listen to the! r complaints — when we have induced them 
to open their hearts to us, let us apply the word of 
God as a balm to their wounds ; they will receive this 
blessed word into their hearts, and will rise far above 
all earthly tribulations or sufferings. In them will be 
renewed tiie spirit of the Psalmist, who begins his 
prayer by this cry of distress, *< (c) Out of the depths 
have I cried unto thee, O Lord," and concludes 
triumphantly, << Let Israel hope in the Lord, for with 
the Lord there is mercy, and with him is plenteous 
redemption, and he shall redeem Israel from all his 
iniquities." 

• 1 Pet(>r 11. 24. f Luke xix. 10. % ^f^^- xi- %• i John tI. 87. 
II Isaiah i. 18- V Isaiah 1y. 1. CaJ PnXm ciii. IS. 
(bj Pittlm zzTii. JO. (cj Psalin cxxz. 1, 7 and 8. 
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Happy is the man who has Jesus for his hope I 
happy is the man who in the midst of the troubles 
with which this lite abounds, can, by the eye of faith 
fixed on his Saviour, repeat that song of praise, 
** * The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom 
shall I fear? The Lord is the strength of my life of 
whom should I be afraid." " Though an host should 
encamp against me, my heart shall not fear, though 
man should rise against me in this will I be confident." 

My beloved brethern, should you when in trouble 
not find this faith in your heart?, remember that it is 
a free gift of God, " f Ask and it shall be given youy 
seek and ye shall find, knock and it shall be opened 
unto you/' 



LECTURE VIII. 

JESUS IS THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE, 

Martha Baith unto him, I know that he shall rise again in the resur- 
rection at tlie last day. Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection and th^ 
life ; lie that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live : and 
whosoever liveth, and believe h in me, sha-l never die. Believest thou this? 
She saith unto him, yea. Lord ; I bolieve that thou art the Christ, the Son 
of God, whioh should come into the'world.— JoAn xi. 24, 28. 

Let US return to the very afiecting and instructive 
conversation between Jesus and Martha; we have 
seen how gradually her faith revived, till at last in 
*' the fullness of hope" she said " Whatsoever thou 
wilt ask of God, God will give it thee ;" however in 
this instance her reliance on the power and goodness 

t Psalm xxvii. 1 and 8. $ St. MaUiew. vii 7. 
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of the Lord, did not lead her to the belief, that he 
could or would work that most surprising miracle and 
restore her brother to her. When Jesus gave her the 
promise (calculated indeed to raise her belief to the 
most exalted hopes) that her brother should rise again, 
Martha answered him from one of the Articles of the 
Jewish creed. " I know that he shall rise again at 
the resurrection at the last day." So true it is that 
our firmest trust in the Lord's goodness falls far short 
of what his Almighty will can accomplish. When 
Jesus promised Martha the resurrection of her brother, 
she thought only of that day, when at the sound of 
the last trumpet " * the sea will give up the dead 
Mhich are in it ; and death and the grave will deliver 
up the dead which are in them." She believed in the 
resurrection before Jesus came to her, but how im- 
perfect vras her faith ! how inadequate to raise her 
above her afflictions and to secure her from doubts 
and distrust. A mere belief does not relieve us in the 
hour of trial, unless it be quickened by the pre=ence 
of Jesus, and his blessed spirit. Alas I how many 
write upon the tombs of their departed friends — Here 
he lies waiting for the resurrection at the last day — « 
and yet " f they sorrow as those who have no hope." 
That our religious persuasions may not lie dormtot 
within us, it is necessary that Jesus, with his love 
and his promises, should be the life and soul of thosa 
persuasions — he alone can teach our spirit that he is 
<< the resurrection and the life," Not only will he> 

• Rev. XX. 18. t 1 Thess. ir. 13, 
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with his mighty voice at the last day, call the dead 
from their graves, but he is himself the Prince of 
life — ^life is in his gift, and he gives it to whom he 
will ; he not only shows the way, teaches the truth, 
and promises everlasting life, but he says, " * I am 
the way, the truth, and the life :" he not only lightens 
those who are in darkness, but he is *' fthe light of 
ihe world," he not only ransoms sinners, but he is 
" I the Lord our righteousness." If we be united to 
him in fo,ith the grace of God is not only promised to 
us but actually we are in possession of it. "I am the 
resurrection and the life ; he that believeth in me 
though he were dead, yet shall he live, and whoso- 
ever liveth and believeth in me shall never die." Let 
us meditate on these words — ^let us transport ourselves 
with Martha into the presence of Jesus, and O ! may 
He pour into our hearts that life which is the essence 
of his divine nature. 

" I am the resurrection and the life." Who but 
Jesus could pronounce these words ? Certainly not a 
human being who is constantly verging to the edge 
of the grave — ^not a pitiful worm which one day is 
born and in a few more is numbered with the dead — 
not that being which is bom with the seeds of the 
disorder that will take him to his sepulchre, " * like the 
grass of the field which to-day is, and to-morrow is 
east into .the oven." No, he who in the abodes of 
death proclaims himself '^the resurrection and the 
life," cannot be mortal. Let us listen to the testi- 

• John xiv. 6. i John iji. 5. J Jer. raUi. 16. i Mfttt. yi. 80. 
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monies borne him by the word of truth, " * he it was 
who made the worlds ; who beina: the brijorhtness of 
his glory, and the express image of his person, up- 
holding all things by the word of his power." — 
'* t For as the Father hath life in himself so hath he- 
given to the Son to have life in himself." " t That 
eternal word which was in the beginning with God 
and that was God, all things were made by him." — 
" § Him whom all the Angels of God worship." — 
" II Who is over all God blessed for ever."^ Such 
among a million of others are the testimonies borne 
by the word of God ** which cannot lie :" such are 
the truths on which the foundation of the Gospel is 
based — truths often unknown, often misunderstood 
and often rejected, but which, after eighteen centuries 
of fruitless opposition, have come down to us in the 
same triumphant spirit as was manifested at the grave 
of Lazarus, bringing joy and peace to God's faithful 
people : truths which Jesus declares to Martha, as 
the best calculated to raise her drooping spirit above 
all sorrow,^ even above the ravages of sin. " I am 
the resurrection and the life." 

What an encouraging answer to those who love 
Christ ! These words promise to fallen man the re- 
storation of his first prerogative, and she^v him the 
dawn of a day of happiness : similar to that which 
brightened his state of innocence before disobedience 
and sin had sounded in his ear the mournful word'j 

• Hebrews i. 2 & 3. + St. John y. 26. J St. John i. 1, 2 «t3.. 
$ Ilebraws i. 6. || Rom. ix.O*. 
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i^athy and p^e^ented to his eje the heart«breakmg 
tpeotacle of all the sorrows which follow in its train. 
As he who came to repair the disorder brought by 
sin is the resurrection and the life, shall we not find 
in him all that we require in our wretchedness ? The 
first and most pressing want of our «oulSy and which 
no created being can bestow, is life— «the enjoyment of 
life-^the eternal duration of life. We love all that 
breathes of life — all that produces it — all that sup- 
ports it. We shudder at any thing which curtails, 
endangers, or destroys it. From this feeling springs 
that cheering sensation that thrills through us, at 
the return of those early Spring mornings which 
seem to withered nature as the resurrection and the 
life-^likewise, that sadness that steals over us when 
we are watchii^ the;decay of nature on the approach 
of winter ; from tiience 1^ joyful delight we feel 
at the sight of a child whose every movement 
«eem8 full of life, and also the painful impression we 
feel at the sight of a decrepid old man, whose sources 
of life are dried up, and who has nothing to look to 
but his last struggles against the hand of death. But 
"these feelings of pain or pleasure produced by the 
alternations of life and death in the physical world, 
«re as nothing compared to those which regard an 
immortal soul, for in that case life or death instead of 
indicating the beginning or end of a finite existence, 
becomes the condition of a state of endless happiness 
or endless miisry. 

In bis original state of innocence man enjoyed a 
fullness of life. Life to him was happiness : a sweet 
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eommttnionr ^ ho^7 intercourse with lus Ood; bs 
spent bis life in the bosom of bis Creator ^ be breathed 
the delicious air of the gardmii of Eden. Love seemed 
the element of this pHmeyal state of existence. No 
other sentiment had sullied the pure mind of man : 
to love was to him life — ^but, alas ! when I look around 
me, and within me — ^when I see wbat life now is. Oh ! 
what a gulf between the primitive and present state 
of man 1 What a tremedous fall ! Sin, rebellion, and 
pollution, combined to break the clos^ union which 
had existed between the creature and his Creator, 
and called for the execution of the sentence pro* 
nouneed by God ; ^^ * In the day thou eatest thereof 
thou shalt surely die/' Th* soul now parted from 
Ood, who cannot behold ini^ity, tost its plaeer m 
heaven — lijfe became corrupt and unsound from its 
commencement, like a young plant whose root has 
been injured by the eankerworm. Whatever is sensual 
andcamal in man has got the mastery over him ; to live 
is no longer to enjoy the sight of God, but merely to 
vegetate here for a short time, pampering a depraved 
will and gratifying evil passions ; to live is to drain to 
its very dregs (however bitter it may prove) the cup 
of pleasure and self-love ; and to enjoy the advantages 
of fortune, honors, and station. Man, according to 
the true but painful description given by St. Paul, 
•^ << t has «now his understanding darkened being 
alienated from the life of Grod through the ignorance 
that is in them, because of the blindness of theiiB 

• Qea, U. 17* t Epl)^. ir. 1^ 
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hearts." *^* He is dead in trespasses and sins." As 
the venom of sin polluted the soul, it became to the 
body the source of grief, infirmities, sickness, and 
death. Alas ! io every hour that passes, a fresh 
tomb is opened and fresh tears are shed: no day 
elapses without some weeping Martha being called to 
mourn over a brother, a husband, a father, or friend, 
wherefore, ^^ f as by one man sin entered into the 
world, and death by sin, and so death passed upon 
all men, for that all have sinned." 

'* t O wretched man that I am who shall deliver me 
from the body of this death ?" Who will restore us 
to that state of innocence which we can never recover 
of ourselves ? How shall we regain that gift of life, 
the life of thy love ? Oh Gk>d ! hast thou rejected us for 
ever? in order to chastise us for our iniquities? Cap- 
tives in this Babylon of miseries, df> we for ever hang 
our harps upon the willow trees ? Shall we never again 
fling the songs of Zion to celebrate thy praise, and 
join in choius with thy heavenly choir? 

Oh my dear brethren^ my fellow-sufferers ! attend 
to me, therje is a remedy for all these evils. Listen 
to the words of Jesus, spoken at the grave — ^' I am 
the resurrection and the life." Do not imagine that 
be spoke these divine words in a limited sense, and 
that he merely meant, that he had the power of re- 
storing warmth to the cold and stiffened limbs of 

t £piM8. tt. 1. Stomaiii T. IS. t lUnuvw tU. 9L 
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liftzaruSy And of raunng him from his dreary resting^ 
place. Noy it is not the act of existing a little more 
or less in this worlds that Jesus calls life : what he 
denominates life, is the life of the soul — the life of 
heaven, the immortality which he has made manifest 
in the Gospel — the life over which death hath no domi- 
nion — the life which begins here on earth, in a soul 
which is " * born again" — the life which St. John calls 
life eternal, which in one word means an infinity of joy, 
a joy of which a mortal aad sinful being, could not 
even form a faint idea. This is the sense in which 
Jesus is the life" to all that love him. He is their life 
because he has vanquished sin which f had reigned 
unto death-^^' t he.had broken down the middle wall 
of partition which had separated us eternally from 
God." He had taketi upon himself the sentience 
ef dieath pronounced in Eden, and on Mount Sinai, 
and after having, by his blood, expiated on the 
cross, that judgment, under which all mankind 
we!« condemned, he published the glad tidings, of 
a free deliverance, pardon, and life, ft^ § WhacM>- 
ever believeth on him should not perish but have 
eternal life." " || Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
he that heareth my words, and believeth in him 
that sent me hath everlasting life j and shall not come 
into condemnation, but is passed from death unto life.'* 
«1f And I give unto them eternal life," said he, in 
speaking of his sheep — '^ they shall never perish."--* 
*^(a)l amikeii^tiyj the truth, and the life."' 

• St. John Hi. S. f Rom. ▼. 21. X Efdi. ii. 14^ 

( St John Ui. U. ii St. John y. 24. 5 St. John z. 28. CajSU John xir. 6* 
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But you may naturally ask how do we participate 
in this new life ? How does Jesus communicate it 
to us, who, according to the testimony of his own 
words, " are dead in trespasses and sins." Jesus 
informs us in the words of our text, " he that be- 
lieveth in me, though he were deaid, yet shall he live, 
and whosoever liveth and believeth in me, shall never 
die." He repeats this twice to us. We must believe 
in him " * in full assurance of faith," founded on 
his unfailing love and on the sure testimony of his 
word — ^we must believe that he has ransomed us — that 
he has saved us, and that, notwithstanding our infir- 
mities, he will take us to himself — we must believe 
that he has given us <^ f the glorious liberty of 
the children of God," that is, the right of being 
restored to all the privileges which we had forfeited 
by sin, and at the last day of being presented to 
God our father, with the redeemed of all nations^ 
of all languages, of all tribes — all which he has 
purchased for us by his blood, . 

The faith which Jesus demands throughout the 
whole of his written word, and wliich in our text 
he requires of all to whom he is the resurrection and. 
the life, far from remaining idle and passive in the 
mind of man, become?, on the contrary, an active 
and energetic stimulus towards leading a new life. 
It is the sap which conveys life to the branches of a 
tree, just beginning to bud, and by its juice, produces 

• Ueb. z. 22. t Rom. viU. 81. 
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to the joy of its possessor, leaves, flowers, and frtrit, 
O ! ye men of the world, ye moraUsts, philosophers^ 
and political economists, ye may seek elsewhere for 
a principle of moral regeneration, either national or 
individual, but the fruitlessness of your efforts will bring- 
you back to him, who alone is the resurrection and 
the life, and to the method which he points out of 
obtaining that life. It is faith alone which can renew 
eternal life in our souls — disengage tbem from the 
fetters of sin, animate them with the spirit of adop^ 
tion, by which we may, with the Apostle, rise to the 
glorious liberty of the children of God, and repeat 
with joy ** * We have not received the spirit of bon- 
dage again to fear ; but we have received the spiri^ 
whereby we cry Abba, Father.'* It is faith which 
shewing us the Redeemer's love, higher than the 
Heavens, and dedper than the most profound abyss^ 
breaks the hardness of our hearts, and expels from 
tbem our coldness and self-love. It is faith which 
alone can renew a right spirit within us, fill i^^ith 
an energy and devotion, to which we had hitherto 
been strangers, and lead us on to love, above all things*, 
him " t Who first loved us" — it is faith which can 
alone produce in an immortal soul, the germ of a life 
which cannot perish — ^victorious over time and deaths 
it will arrive triumphantly in the bright realms of 
everlasting love, there to be developped before him, 
in whose ** J presence is fullness of joy/* 

Such is the way which Jesus has planned for us, 

• Rom TiU. 16. t 1 St John Ir. 19. t Pwl« x^i* 11* 
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and hj which he will be to us the resurrection and 
the life. Having then the express word of Jesus, 
and the experience of his Disciples in all ages, how 
can those who have come to a knowledge of them* 
selves and who have found a new birth in Christ, 
be for a moment arrested in their prepress ^ towards 
the new heavens and the new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness," by die paltrj objections proposed by 
ignorance Ad self-conceit, against the great and only 
method of obtaining regeneration, holiness and salva- 
tion. Were you to ask a person who feels the sacred 
fire kindling within him, whether the doctrine of faith 
would weaken his motive to good works, he would 
answer you, ^* Do you suppose that the tree will remain 
barren or produce bitter fruits because it is grafted ? 
That a spring will produce fetid waters because it has 
been purified V^ The word faith signifies trust, and 
trust or confidence is universally acknowledged to be 
the foundation of affection and regard. O ! which is 
the most worthy of Grod ? To be served with the 
affection of a son who tenderly loves his father, or 
with the mercenary feelings of a hireling, who cares 
only for his pay, or with the servile fear of the slave, 
who has no interest beyond the dread of punishment. 
Faith, by uniting the soul to its GUmI, clears the space 
which separates the finite from the infinite, the 
things that are temporal from those which are eternal. 
It is *^ * the substance of things hoped for, the evidence 
of things not seen :" it seizes before band on those things 
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which ^ feye hath not seen, npr ear heard^ neither 
eatered into the heart of man to conceive/' It giv^ 
us a foretaste of heaven, and though moving in this 
world) we may live for eternity* It reconciles us to 
the mortal changes, to which human nature is subject f 
by its power Death appears to us a deliverance, and 
the tomb a passage to eternal life. ^^ Whosoever 
liveth and believeth in me shall never die/' I love to 
repeat that it was standing by the side of the grave 
that Jesus spoke those words, and they were addressed 
to her whose brother had already lain four days in hi^ 
sepulchre. Those who have preceded us to a better 
country are not dead; those whom you love in Christ 
will never die. The principle of a new life which 
faith has begun in them, is elevated above all mortal 
things, as the heavens are higher than the earth. Can 
It be called death to put away a gross and carnal 
body, the source of sufferings, sorrows, and sins ? 
Is it death to be delivered from all the evils, which 
are the fruits of sin ?. No, all within us, that proceeds 
from the grape of God and faith, can never die. Is 
it death to see our faith changed in character, our 
hopes turned into reality, and our affections in full 
possession of their object ? Is it death to have a dis- 
tinct view in realms of glorious light of that sacred 
truth which We are here groping ^ter through a mist 
of errors, ignorance and darkness ? Is it death to bo 
filled with that righteousness for which our hearts, in 
spite of their corruption, are thirsting ? Is it death to 

1 1 Cor. ii. 9. 
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enjoy that peace which we are looking for in vain 
among onrerrors and sorrows ? Is it death to see face 
to face that Saviour God, whom we have loved, even 
when we have not seen him ? Is it death to possess eter- 
nal life : " Whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall 
never die/' 

In former times, the same faith produced the same 
life, and the same hopes. David's beloved child was 
seized with a dangerous illness. As prooi^ of his gri^ 
he clothed himself in sackcloth — lay down all night 
upon the earth — refused to take nourishment^ and as 
the sacred historian says, << * It came to pass on the 
seventh day that the child died, and the servants of 
David feared to tell him that the child was dead ; for 
they said, behold while the child was yet alive, we spake 
unto him, and he would not hearken unto our voice ; 
how then will he vex himself if we tell him that the 
child is dead?" But when David heard it " f he rose 
from the earth, and washed, and anointed himself, 
and changed his apparel, and came into the house of 
the Lord, and worshipped." Then said his servants 
unto him, what thing is this that thou hast done? 
Thou didst fast and weep for the child while it was 
alive, but when the child was dead, thou didst rise 
and eat bread. And he said while the child was yet 
alive I fasted and wept, for I said who can tell 
whether God will be gracious to me that the child 
may live. But now he is dead, wherefore should I 
fast? Can I bring him back again ? I shall go to him» 

« ^ Sam. xll. 18. t 3 Sun. xli. 20, 21. 
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but he shall not rettlrn to me;" What perfect resig- 
nation jand what 'glorious fruits are in this instance 
produced by faith : " Whosoever liveth and belie vetk 
» in me shall nev^ die." 

Oh! come to the source of living waters all yqr 
who, like Lazarus' sisters^ are mourning over the 
grave of some dear object, or perhaps may yourselves 
be anticipating your approaching end — come and 
^ttnk of the spring of true comfort — come and quench,, 
with refreshing draughts, that thirst for immortality 
that is devouring you, and making you shudder at 
the instability of all tliat is human. Come to Christ — 
listen to his heavenly voice — it is from his lips that 
flow the worfs of comfort, hope and life. He says 
to you, as he did to David, Martha and Mary, you weep 
"^ at the death of one you love ? But do not call death 
that which is the birth to another life. Do not grieve 
at the joy of him who has gone before you — all that 
^re in the grave shall hear my voice ; the much-loved 
eye that you have seen closed in death, will open 
again in perfect glory at the last day, when we shall, 
meet to part no more; the lips which had always 
welcomed you with a smile, and which you have 
seen shaded by the pafe hue of death, will again 
become animated and join you, (when yoii also shall 
be purified from sin) to sing the new song of eternal 
freedom. Th6 hand which, after giving. you a gentle 
pressure as a last fiirewell, fell lifeless and cold, will 
te raised with ^our own hands, and those of th©. 
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Royal Priesthood, in humble adoration toward? the 
throne of the Almighty. They shall not return to 
UP, but we shall go to them. Jesus is the resurrection 
and the life-—" * O death where is thy sting, O grave 
where is thy victory. But thanks be to God who 
giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ."^ 

" Belie vest thou this?" Jesus, in the spirit of the 
tenderest charity, asked Lazarus' sister this question, 
in order tiiat she might be assured she possessed 
the principle of eternal life. He implies that if you 
believe you will find at once in faith the balm for 
your extreme grief — your tears will be changed into 
thanksgivings. The darkness which envelops you 
will fade before this light of life — the pain of sepa- 
ration so full of despair to the incredulous and doubt- 
ing, will be mitigated by the blessed hope of an 
eternal meeting. 

Ye immortal beings, whom I am addressing, I ask 
you, as from God, do you believe this? Is Jesus ta 
you the resurrection and the life? Can you apply 
these words with joy to yourselves, " Whosoever 
liveth and believeth in me shall never die." Wh^i 
contemplating the grave, which must shortly be dug 
for you, can you with confidence look above — can 
you look to that eternity which is the object and hope 
of the Lord'^ redeemed ? 

O may you all, and may we all^ answer with as 

* 1 Cor. XT. 55 and 57, 
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much faith as Martha did : ** Yea, Lord, I believe 
that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which 
should come into the world" — should come down from 
Heaven to bring truth and life on earth. Error pro- 
ceeds from earth, falsehood from hell, but thou Lord 
comest from " * the bosom of the father, to reveal 
him to us." " t Thy word is truth." I have never 
seen God, I have never seen Jesus, as Martha had, 
but I see man die, I see him borne to the grave — 
neither the soul of one of the Blessed, nor the Spirit 
of one of the condemned ever retutned to me to bear 
witness of the truth of my Saviour's words ; never- 
theless I believe, " I believe that thou art the Son of 
God, which should come into the world." I know 
that an unbelieving world views my faith as foolish- 
ness, my hopes as ridiculous chimeras 5 nevertheless, 
<* I believe, oh my Saviour ! ^^that thou art the Christ, 
the Son of God, which should come into the world." 
I see a world which " t lieth in wickedness," aban- 
doning itself to sin and pollution, as if there were 
neither death, nor judgment, resurrection nor life^ 
but were the entire universe imited against thy word 
and thy law, and " § that it had killed thy prophets 
and digged down thy altars,*' nevertheless, I would 
believe that thou art the Christ, and that thou art to me 
the resurrection and the life. 

O my God ! since faith in thy atonement, is a 
jfree gift, grant it, I beseech thee, to us all, while it 

• St. John i. 18. f St. John zyU. 17. 
X 1 St. John T. 19. i Rom. xi. 8. 
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is yet time. Let all human beings feel the vanity of 
seeking happiness in .temporal things, instead of going 
to thee who art the resurrection and the life. Above 
all, O Lord ! in all their trials, whether by unex- 
pected death, or heart-rending separation, let them 
hear thy voice of love rising from the ruins of delusive 
happiness, which they had erected far from thee, and 
say to them in thy power, believest thou this ? Dost 
thou believe that I alone am the resurrection and the 
life ? Dost thou believe that, without me, there is no- 
thing but sorrow, doubts, despair, and eternal death. 

O Jesus ! how every thing in this life fades to no- 
thing before the happiness of loving thee ! Let our 
hearts be consecrated to thee from the present momenta 
Our hearts are. thine — ^they beat only for thee, and 
when we shall have nothing left but to draw our last 
breath upon thy bosom, oh ! may that breath waft to 
to the foot of thy eternal throne, this word of hope — : 
" * For me to live is Christ, to die is gain, — ^Amen^ 
Lord Jesus ! Amen. 

Phil, i, 81, 
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LECTURE IX. 

JESUS WEPn 

And iHien the had to Mid, ahe went her wsf, and called Mary her sister 
•eeretljr, sayinfft the Master is come, and calleth for thee. As soon as she 
heard tiiat, she arose quiekljr, and came nnto him. Now Jesiu was not yet 
come into the town, but was in that place wliere Martha met him. The Jews 
then which were with -her in the house, and comforted her, when they saw 
Mary, that she rose up liastUy and went out, followed her, saying, she goeth 
nnto the graire to weep tlMre. Then when Mary was come where Jesus was, 
and saw him, she fell down at his feet, saying unto him, Lord, if thou liadst 
been here, my brother had not died. When Jesus thekefore saw her weeping 
and the Jews also weeping, which came with her, he groaned in the sf^ilt, 
and was troubled. And saM, where have ye hUd himt they said unto him. 
Lord* come and see. Jesus wept. Then said the Jews, behold how he lored 
himi— 5^/o*i» XL «, M. 

The nearer this incident draws to its close the more 
lively is the interest we take in it. Our Lord's actions 
are so grandy so sublime, so far above the course of 
human events, that we expect its termination to accord 
with such surpassing greatness; and what may we 
not expect where Jesus is the life and soul of the 
action? He first comes before us with a majesty wholly 
divine — ^he appears among his followers as a sun dif* 
fusing light to surrounding worlds, and rendering them 
brilliant to our sight. Lazarus, Martha, Mary, Tho- 
mas, with the rest of the disciples look to Jesus, 
and communicate to him their thoughts, afiections, 
prayers, and sorrows : all benefit by his light and his 
consolations. Should some of his words or actions have 
appeared dark and mysterious, we know that one word 
of his power could dissipate these clouds, shed torrent«t 
of light upon "^the obscure points of his conduct, and 
command equally our adoration and our surprise. 

But our historian calls us to meditate at the 
tomb of Lazarus, before he shews us his beloved 
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master displaying the power of the great Creator bjr 
whom all things were made; be allows us to trace the 
feelings of his generous and compassionate heart, till 
he comes to a fact which speaks more than a thousand 
Yolumesy and calls forth tears of [affection and grati- 
tude in us alL <* Jesus wept/' 

Martha, Mary, and Jesus will now successively 
engage our attention. Martha found her faith and 
hopes revive in the presence of him who called him- 
self << the resurrection and the life/' She had said, 
<< yea, Lord, I believe that thou art the Christ, the 
Son of God, which should come into the world/* — 
And she thought within herself, <^ I see in thee the 
Messiah promised to Israel, the Deliverer, the Expec^ 
tation of ages, the Desired of all nations ; Him for 
whom all, who like Simeon and Anna, were waiting 
for the consolation of Israel, have been looking most 
anxiously/' As soon as Martha discerned that Jesus 
was her Saviour, he seemed to her a most powerful 
comforter — her tears were dried — her confidence and 
peace returned with her faith, and Bhe experienced the 
truth of our Lord's promise, joined to the following 
invitation, << *Come unto me all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden : and I will give you rest,ye shall find 
rest unto your souls/' 

But Martha will not enjoy alone, these precious 
consolations. She did not forget that her sister << sat 
still in the house" absorbed in grief. She left Jesus 

• St. Mathew zi. 28, S9. 
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for an instant^ to fly to tell ber the joyful news^ that 
their heavenly friend was come. *< She called Mary 
her sister secretly, saying, the Master is come and 
Cfdleth for thee." Mary had shared her grief— Martha 
wished her to share her joy — they had wept together, 
it was natural that they should wish to rejoice toge- 
ther — ^they had drank of the same cup of grief, it was 
just they should taste together the sweetness of divine 
help. How beautiful, how engaging is this union of 
Christian souls, where joys and griefs, pleasures and 
pains, hopes and fears, are all felt in common. Far 
above all worldly feeling is that communion of souls 
which has a scrupulous delicacy of enjoying any 
thing unshared, and would feel jealous if any secret 
sorrow were concealed. It is only in the love of God 
and fellowship with Christ, that these feelings can 
exist — ^they are as sanctifying as they are soothing, 
and are alone deserving of the name of friendship : 
were they entirely submitted to the influence of the 
spirit of God, (and out of that spirit all seems vanity, 
idolatry, and sin,) what blessings might they not pro- 
duce I Strangers and pilgrims as we are> what encou- 
ragement does it not give us to find here, faithful 
fellow-travellers in the Lord ; let us fight as in lists 
which we must enter daily against -sin, the world, and 
ourselves — how happy for us to find champions at our 
jride, who will share our dangers, and by their words 
and example, encourage us to strive for victory. — 
What a blessing for us poor sinners to find a brotherly 
hand near us, stretched out to shew us our snares, and 
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i^ady to support and defend us. When Martha 
returned to the house she found Mary in the deepest 
affliction — she called her away secretly, that she 
might tell her the joyful news of her Lord's arrival. 
Though you should at all times be " ♦ ready to give 
an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of 
the* hope that is in you, with meekness and fear," yet 
there are many Christian experiences which none but; 
the Disciples of Jesus can understand. Martha, 
notwithstanding the usual quickness of her impres- 
sions, felt that it was only to Mary, that she could 
open her heart, she alone being able to enter into her 
joyful hopes. The Jews, then assembled in the house, 
would have considered her love for Jesus as folly, 
her faith as fanaticism, her hopes as chimeras } besides, 
it is possible that our Lord's answer to her might have 
awakened in her some secret hope of beholding again, 
in this world, her much lamented brother : to whom 
then but Mary could she have breathed such hopes ! 
This child of God would shrink from profaning her 
secret thoughts, by exposing them to the ridicule or 
sarcasm of unbelievers. " The Master is come," said 
Martha, with the eager joy of one impatient to raise 
a drooping spirit by glad tidings. According to 
Maftha's ideas these words were sufficient to relieve 
Mary of her sorrows. As if she had said to her, " We 
have indeed been afflicted — the sweet bond of our 
domestic circle has been dissevered — ^we have watched 
our dear Lazarus on his death bed, and have seen 
him carried to the grave — ^^e have waited four days 

• 1 Peter iil. 15. 
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for Jesus in vain — we have deplored his absence m 
hitter tears — but " the Master is come." I have 
already experienced unspeakable joy in his presence — 
I have already felt a returning peace more precious 
than life ittelf. Nothing is impossible to him — he has 
told me he is " the resurrection and the life, and that 
he who believeth on him, though he were dead, yet 
shall he live ;" he comes to comfort us— our sadness 
shall be changed into joy, our grief into thanks- 
givings. " The Master is come, and calleth for thee.** 

He calleth for thee : Oh ! how merciful of Jesus, 
thus to comfort the weeping Mary I He has not then 
forgotten her, she who had been so anxiously watch- 
ing for him ; she might have cried out in her anguish 
with the Psalmist, " *My soul waiteth for the Lord 
more than they that watch for the morning." Now 
the hour of deliverance is come, Jesus is there — come 
himself to give her comfort — ^he will relieve her from 
the cross he had imposed on her for a time, and will 
pour into her lacerated feelings the healing balm of 
his consolations. 

Gh ! my beloved brethren ! join me in adoring the 
love of the Saviour. He is. always the same. Should 
yt)u'have an opportunity of administering comfort to 
a BuflfereF— either one afflicted by the death of friends^ 
or perhaps some one in a state of despondence at his 
own guilt, do as Martha did to Mary, say "the 
Master is come and caUeth for thee." Your kind 

* Psalm cxzz. 6. 



Digitized by 



Google 



121 

Master, your merciful Saviour, your heavenly friend 
is near, when you think him far from you; he is 
there, he never forsakes you, but watches over you, 
willing to accept your first sigh of repentance^ your 
first cry for help — ready to receive, to pardon and to 
bless you« <^ He calleth for yoa," by tkb affliction 
perlufcps, as weU as by his blessed words; << he calleth 
for yi»u,'' that you may drink plenteou^ly of the con- 
solations ot his grace. *^ He calleth for you'' to 
speak to you of pardon, reconciliation, and peace.-*- 
^< He calleth for you*' that he may gather you into 
bis sheepfold, and that rising above all doubts and 
despondency, you may be placed among his flock, 
his own redeemed, his dear children. 

^' He calleth for thee:" Oh ! beware that ye turn 
not a deaf ear to that call ! beware of imitating those 
miserable fools, whom he* invited to the wedding sup- 
per, and who refused to come — do not say that you 
are not worthy, that you- are too great a sinner. Why it 
Isbeeause you are a sinner, because you need a Saviour, 
because you are poor, blind, miserable and naked, that 
you ought to come to him, who " * though he was rich, 
yet for your eakeshe became poor, that ye through his 
poverty might be rich." ^ f He cometh not to call the 
righteous but sinners to repentance :" his invitation 
is gratuitous — he bestows his favors freely. Oh Jesus ! 
Oh my Saviour ! I hear thy call — I will obey it — 
I will hasten as Mary did — I will fly to thee that 

• 2 Cor. tUI. 9. f St. Matt. i». 18., 
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I may have life. To whom else could I fly ? Thou 
ji)nly hast the words of eternal life. 

Mary was not at once raised to the same lively 
liopes as Martha — ^her grief lay too deep in her sen- 
litive hearty hut she hastened to answer the call o€ 
i^esus. The soul, when plunged in sorrow and doubt^ 
(f:an hardly understand the faithfulness and love of 
if he Saviour — ^it-makes an effort to rise and seeks God^ 
f px>ping as it were in the dark ; but who could refuse 
she call of Jesus? One who has been told that << the 
Master is come and callethfor you," already feels his 
deliverance is at hand. As a flower turns to the Sun, 
opening its blossom to its cheering rays — as the hart^ 
dry and panting with the heat of the desert, hastens 
the water-brooks-— as the child bounds into the arms 
)f its mother whom it had lost, so does the soul 
: hirsting for peace and rest, open to the sweet in- 
fluence of its Saviour's love, and refreshes itself with 
long draughts of " * those living waters which spring 
up into everlasting life:" it throws itself with con- 
fidence into the arms of a heavenly father^ with 
*^ f whom is plenteous redemption." ^^ As soon as she 
heard that, she arose quickly and came unto him." 

We have already remarked that according to St. 
]Paul, " t the natural man receiveth not the things of 
jkhe spirit of God," and the Jews who were with 
(Mary confirmed this painful truth. What St. John 
itells u9 of them serves as a shade to the rest of the 

• • St. John iv. li. t PMlm «xxx. 7. t I Cor. ii. H. 
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picture — " Tlie Jews then which were with her in tha 
house, and comforted her, when they saw Mary, that 
she rose up hastily, and went out, followed her, say- 
ing, she goeth unto the grave to weep there." 

It was, and is still, the custom in eastern countries 
to go frequently to the tomb of the deceased, during 
the first days of mourning, in order to weep there. 

He who has not heard the call of our Lord, or who 
has closed his heart against it, knows not the un- 
speakable delight, it is to an afflicted soul, to throw 
itself at our Saviour's feet — to pour out its troubles to 
him in secret prayer, and cannot in the least compre- 
hend the ways and feelings of the children of God : 
he supposes that a poor mourner can find no other 
relief than by indulging the melancholy privilege of 
weeping at the grave which has just closed over the 
object of his fondest hopes — he hovers round those 
dear remains with regrets that nothing seems to sof- 
ten. The Jews mourned over the graves of their 
relations for seven successive days — we raise monu- 
ments to keep up a lasting memorial of our sorrows, 
and to conceal, if possible, that " * all flesh is as grass 
and all the glory of man as the flower of grass." — 
Thus in our uncontrolable grief we seem attached to 
that which is already but dust, and sorrow as those 
that have no hope ; and to delude their grief they call 
this idolatrous worship the religion of the tomLs. — 
Alas ! it would be more justly called the religion of 
despair, or the poetry of grief. No, Mary did not go 

• 1 Peter i. 24. 
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to the grave. She knew that Je»us was come — she 
went to open her heart to him, as her sister had done 
and threw herself at his &et weeping : all that the 
bitterness of her grief enabled her to utter was ^^ Lord 
if thou hadst been here my brother had not died." 
She forgot, in his presence, the crowd which sur- 
rounded her, nay, the universe and all it contained ; 
she had not strength to add as Martha had done, ^* but 
I know that even now whatsoever thou wilt ask of 
God he will give it thee." Her ' silence prevents 
US from penetrating into the secrets of her distracted 
mind-^o her words imply that as her brother is dead 
every hope has forsaken her? Or does she think that 
Jesus is come to repair her loss ? Does she suppose 
that death can put any bounds^ to tlie power of her 
divine friend ? perhaps, full of resignation and confi- 
dence, it is enough for her to have disclosed to her 
Saviour the excess of her grief, and feel he was as 
much present with her, as he was on a former occa- 
sion, when she sat at his feet listening to his words. 
Does she now feel that his promises are realised, and 
IS her faith as a light to lighten her darkness ? We 
wish to imagine that it was so, and we like to indulge 
in the idea that she expected every thing from Jesus> 
and abandoned herself to his mercy. We like to see 
her expectations fulfilled^ and that the love of her 
Saviour exceeded all that she oould hope for. 

Dear brethren, how delightful it is to us to know^ 
that in all our triak^ be they ever so great, if we have 
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but courage to throw ourselves at the feet of the High 
Priest who is touched with the feeling of our infir- 
mities, he is read/ to receive us into his favor, and 
make us objects of his tender pity and infinite bounty. 
Never did the sigh of a broken and contrite spirit 
reach the throne of grace in vain. " * This poor man 
cried, and the L(^rd heard him, and saved him out of 
his trouble. O ta^te and see that the Lord is good : 
blessed is the man that trusteth in him." 

Mary's silence at the feet of Jesus is quite con- 
sistent with the rest ^f her character. Being more 
sensitive than Martha, her grief seemed more deeply 
seated — her emotions were buried in her bursting 
heart — she could not even in prayer address herself 
to our Lord, or say how she trusted in him — she re- 
mained at his feet silent — 3he could not exclaim, 
" t We glory in tribulation, also knowing this, that 
tribulation worketh patience; and patience experi- 
ence ; and experience hope ; and hope maketh not 
ashamed ; because the lore of God is shed abroad in 
our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us." 
We daily observe that those sensitive minds who, 
like Mary, place all their religion i6 feeling, have, 
notwithstanding the heartfelt enjoyment which the 
Gospel afibrds them, conflicts much more dreadful to 
bear than those who " live by faith ;" the path they 
tread is much more trying and dangerous. Their 
impressions are so easily awakened that every dis- 

* PmOdi soziT. 0^ 8. t Romans t. 9, 4 and 3. 
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aster appears to wound the intensity of their feeling, 
and even attack the foundation of their faith. How 
necessary is it then, that by the word of God we should 
build our hopes of eternal salvation on the sure rock 
of the promises of God against which the waves and 
storms may exercise their fury, but they only break 
exhausted and expire powerless at its base. If through 
faith we stand firm on this rock of ages, should misty 
clouds so surround us that the light of Heaven should 
be hid from our sight, yet we shall firmly trust in the 
coming of the Almighty, and our hopes shall not be 
vain ; let not then the assurance vf our salvation de- 
pend upon the ever- varying changes in our own minds j 
if so, we should find our peace and hopes were at the 
mercy of the chances of this mortal life ; we should 
live without the enjoyment of the presence of God ; 
or of his pardon, his grace, or his adoption. It is 
not written, the just shall live hy feeling, but " * the 
just shall live by faith.'' God forbid that when we 
speak of faith, we should imply a mere barren con- 
viction of Gospel truths which does not affect the 
heart, or a presumptuous assurance founded on some 
imaginative fancy. Faith which " f worketh not by 
love" is ttot faith, and " I he that loveth not, knoweth 
not God, for God is love." But these are the rocks 
on which we constantly are thrown, and upon which 
many are shipwrecked. Happy the m»a who,, in 
order to avoid both,^ remains like Mary at the feet of 
Jesus, listening to him in her hours of gladness, and 
returning to seek his aid in the day of triah 

* lfaibakkukU.4. f Oal. y. 0. t Wohn ir. 8> 
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But to return to Jesus, we love to contemplate him 
in the midst of this heart-rending scene ; he was not 
insensible to it; he saw Miry at his feet, overcome 
with grief, and deprived of all power bat that of 
weeping bitterly. He saw a concourse of Jews, of 
whom some We wish to believe were real mourners^ 
while others merely imitated Mary's sorrows, bewail- 
ing themselves according to the custom of their coun- 
try. At this sight Jesus, who knew the secrets of 
all hearts, '< groaned in his spirit and was troubled." 
What could be passing in his Almighty soul ! What 
mortal could fathom his emotions ! If we take the 
original word according to its strict meaning, we shall 
find that Jesus, beside the pain caused by this dis- 
tressing scene, was impatient at the weakness, sins, 
and unbelief of those from whom he had most reason 
to expect confidence. It is as if he had said. Oh ! 
faithless generation ! how long must I abide with 
you ; how long must I bear with you ? Those very 
Jews who have been eye-witnesses of my works and 
constant hearers of my instructions, know not yet 
the true comfort for the afflicted. Even Mary, who 
has been so highly favored, says, in a despairing and 
almost reproachful tone, " Lord, if thou hadst been 
here my brother had not died !" Oh ye weak in faith ! 
what perverseness and distrust ye harbour within you, 
after a few days of trial and expectation, your belief 
seems vanished. How blind are the most enlightened ! 
How weak the most zealous ! How ungrateful the 
most attached ! 
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May we aot discern in the troubled mind of Jesus 
a sense of sorrow at the infirmities of human nature^ 
of which he had such a picture before him ? Was 
be not moved with indignation, and did he not 
«* * put on the garments of vengeance" against him 
" t that had the power of death ;" against him " t by 
whom sin entered into the world and death by sin V 
He was going to fight a great fight as an everlasting 
manifestation that the powers of hell were subject 
to the Son of Grod, and that Satan should.be bruised 
by the seed of the woman j or did our Lord only feel, 
extreme pity for the afflicted sisters ? The words of 
the original hardly sanction that idea^ but be it as it 
may, we shall soon see that he was affected to tears, 
and whatever may have caused his trouble, he turned 
from this sad scene. Anxious to accomplish his work 
he asked for the remains of Lazarus, and at his grave 
proved to the whole world that nothing was impos- 
sible to him. ^^ Ajnd said, where have ye laid him ? 
They say unto him, Lord, come and see." Jesus 
bad stopped with Martha to 'comfort her, cheer her, 
and reason with her, but he who knows the comfort 
best suited to each individual, being touched with 
pity at the intensity of Mary's grief, sympathised 
and wept with her— -he then asked for her brother's 
grave, that he might, by his Almighty power, prove 
the fullness of bis grace and love. It is only a per- 
son who really feels with the poor sui&rer that can 
give comfort. Even worldly minded people hs^ve, to 

» Isaiah lix. 17. t Heb. U. H. X Rom, r. 12, 
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a certain degree, felt what a comforter ought to be. 
It has been said, <' we console a person to whom we 
are indifferent, but we weep with those we love." 
The more we are animated by that true charity and 
love that filled our Saviour's merciful bosom, the 
more shall we be qualified to impart comfort to our 
fellow creatures. Jesus asked ** where have ye laid 
him.*' While they were taking him to the sepulchre, 
his thoughts were fixed on Lazarus, the object of so 
much love, the cause of so much sorrow and tears. 
His heart was bursting with emotion at passing events. 
He who was God, and at the same time was called 
the most humane of men, could no longer refrain 
from tears — '* Jesus wept." 

" Jesus wept." Those blessed words must move 
the hardest heart, and strike the deepest chord that 
could vibrate within it. We may meditate but can- 
not discourse on those words — ^they seem to multiply 
our thoughts and feelings, ^ven the pen of St. John 
«eemed incapable of adding anything thereto— he left 
those words as a meditation for succeeding ages. — 
Then, said the Jews, behold how he loved him," but 
they were as far as ourselves from undergtanding the 
tears of Jesus." 

We may certainly exclaim, behold how he loved 
him, as St. John had told us before that Jesus loved 
Martha and her sister, and Lazarus, and he who was 
80 alive to human suffering, and felt pity, at seeing the 
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multitude, "* knowing they were scattered, because 
they had no shepherd" — who, with his dying breath, 
prayed for his murderers, must certainly have felt 
deeply grieved at the woes of those favored by his 
peculiar love. We are then permitted to weep at our 
own sorrows and those of our near relations. Pro- 
vided that God's dispensations find our heart and 
will, subject to his dominion, an expression of grief, 
is not opposed to the character of the Christian. The 
Gospel is not founded on the doctrine of the Stoicks. 
Abraham wept at the tomb of Sarah, Jacob at the 
tomb of Rachel, David over Absalom, Jesiis over 
Lazarus, so should our trials not weaken our faith, 
disturb our submission or dim our hopes, or diminish 
our love. We may allow our tears to flow, and our 
hearts to mourn. Men of the world may accuse us 
of weakness, and even some Christians may doubt 
the sincerity of our faith, but Jesus, who knows the 
heart, will not condemn us — in remembering his own 
tears he will feel for ours. " Jesus wept." 

What a striking example of the instability of all 
earthly joys was now before Jesus ! A few days before 
this house of mourning had been a mansion of peace 
and joy. Lazarus was the delight of his sisters. Mary, 
seated at the feet of Jesus, was eagerly listening to 
the words of eternal life which flowed from his lips : 
Martha was proving her love and veneration by the 
earnestness with which she served him ; all was con- 
tent and repose ; and there Jesus and his Disciples 

* EieUel xzziF. 0. 
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sought a peaceful retreat. A few days after Lazarus 
is laid in his tomb, Mary, bathed in tears and clad in 
mourning, is prostrate at the feet of Jesus, and the 
Jews filled that once silent abode with cries and 
lamentations. 

How difficult it is to engrave on our minds the sad 
truth, that all that we possess here is only.lent to us, 
and that for a short time : to-morrow the object of 
our dearest affections may be a lifeless corpse, and 
all to whom we look for support or happiness, may be 
mixed with the dust of the earth. Disciples of Jesus, 
why will you make idols of tfiose whom God con- 
fided to you as instrunients of his glory ? When will 
you learn that this is not a plac^ of rest? When will 
you think, feel, and act as pilgrims and strangers, for 
whom there is but one thing needful, the attainment 
of a heavenly kingdom. And you men of the world, 
why will you " * hew out broken cisterns that can 
hold no water ?" Why do ye ** t sow the wind that ye 
may reap the whirlwind T* Why do you rest your 
happiness in that which may be scattered in a day as 
the chaff driven before the wind? If Jesus shed tears 
of pity over guilty Jerusalem, and tears of love at 
his friend*s grave, what bitter tears may he not shed 
at your deplorable folly. Oh ! may his tears be a 
powerful admonition to you I But the sublime thoughts 
of Jesus were not confined to these scenes of instabi- 
lity and grief. If the sight rf a tomb prepared for 
its victim produces a shudder in the hearts of reflect- 
ing men, what must it not be to him who had created 

• Jer. iU 13. f HoMa viii. 7. 
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man in his own image and assigned him for his dwel- 
ling, not a dark cold grave,butthe delicious garden of 
Eden — what a contrast must Jesus see between this 
scene of death and that when he saw Man first spring 
from his creating hand pure, happy, and living a 
life of bliss and love ? ^ Could he recognise his own 
work ? With what regret must he view the ravages of 
sin which polluted and even consigned to death the 
creature he had formed. If every funeral that passes 
through our streets, says to the awakened christian, 
" Man is guilty," what must the just and holy Jesus 
have felt at the tomb of Lazarus ? What millions of 
creatures, from generation to generation, (notwith- 
standing the tears of their friends) expire amidst cries 
of agony, and are«swallowed up in the pit which sin 
has dug for them, while they say to those who have 
ears to hear — " Man is fallen." 

If an indiffererent person cannot see, without regret, 
the ruins of a majestic building just blown down by a 
s^rm, what then must the artist feel, whose genius 
had planned and whose care had constructed it ? If 
we, creatures of a day, bom in sorrow, reared among 
<< * briars and thorns," inhabiting a world cursed by 
sin, tremble at the sight of death, what must he have 
endured who came down from the Father from heaven, 
the seat of peace, sanctity and joy — " Jesus wept.". 
But, oh! my dear Vethren, my companions in 
exile and sorrow, let the tears of Jesus, far from 
grieving us, be the source of the most precious con- 
• Isaiah T. e: 
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solations : he wept for our misery, and came to de- 
liver us from it. Our woes moved his pity, and he 
came to remove their sting. If he wept at the insta- 
bility of all that is human, he destroyed him '< that 
had the power of death." If he wept at the ravages 
of sin, did he not die that he might wipe away its 
stain? Oh! may these compassionate tears of our 
Saviour How for our trials, sweeten their bitterness, 
and heal our wounds — we have seen that we have not 
" a High Priest that cannot be touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities." Miserable sinners as we 
are, let us take courage, let us go to our merciful 
Saviour — ^we need not fear to be rejected, his tears 
are proofs of love. The Jews exclaimed " behold 
how he loved him," — let us say, behold how he loves 
us : he is ever the same, though no longer present to 
our sight, yet he is at the right hand of his father, 
pleading our cause, interceding for us, and obtaining 
the remission of our sins — he .knows what are our 
temptations and our frailties — Bethany still lives in 
his memory, and the unfortunate in his heart ; let us 
therefore " ♦ come boldly to the Throne of Grace, 
that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in 
time of ■eed," — ^let us love the Saviour who first 
loved us } let us consecrate our hearts to him who 
has many claims on them. Oh Jesus ! thou seest that 
I wish to love thee — woud that I could say with one 
of thy servants " f there is none upon earth I desire 
besides thee.'* 

• Heb. ir. 10. f Psalm Ixxli. 25. 
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LECTURE X. 

I.ARARUS COME FORTH, 

And some of tfaera said, could not thts man, irtiich opened the eyes of the 
blind, have caused that even this man should not have died ? Jesus there- 
fore again groaning in himself eometh to the grave. It was a cave, and a stone 
lay upon it. Jesus said, take ye away thefrtone. Martha, the sister of him 
that was dead, saith unto him. Lord, Vf this titte he stinketh : for he hatb 
been dead four days. #esus saith unto her, saiid I not unto thee, that. If thoa 
wouldest believe thou fibouldest see the gloiy of God ? Then they took away 
the stone from the place where the dead was \«Ad — and Jes«» lifted aphis eyes, 
and said, fatlier, 1 4dumk thee that thou hast heard me. Asd I kaow that 
hearcst me always : but because of the people which stand by I said it, that 
they may believe that thou hast sent me. And when he thus had tnoken, he 
eried with a loud voice, Lazams come forth. And he that was dead come 
forth, bound hand and foot with grave-elothes : and his face was bound about 
with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them. Loose him, and let him go. 

«r./0A»,xi. »7, 44. 

The part which man plays in fbe Drama of life 
finishes with Ins existence : all that history can re^ 
cord even of the greatest and most powerful is merely 
earthly, and dies with him, his name alone excepted. 
That endures for a certain time> like the light track of 
a vessel which may be traced from wave to wave, 
and is then lost in vastness. Man's power lasts but 
with his life ; at his death he restores to earth what he 
had received from it, and all is finished. Those who 
write his history record his actions,, decide on his 
character, and on the influence (bad or good) he had 
nsed in his time : their task is then done — and this is 
equally the fate of the hero celebrated for hi Achieve- 
ments as of the poor sufierer remarkable only for his 
sorrows. Why then does the narrative before us as- 
sume a character of greater sublimity, and interest, 
at the sepulchre of Lacams, who was the principal 
hero of the story ? Why instead of laying down his 
pen at the grave and dropping a tear to his memory, 
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does St. John awaken our attention and try to engage 
our admiration by what follows ? Because here there 
is one more than mortal. The Prince of Life is here 
represented to us, he who by the power given him in 
heaven a9d on earth, can tread under his feet the dark 
dominion of death and the bounds of human power : 
it is Jesus, the Lordof glory, who is woAing this work 
and what obstacle could the grave present to him ? 
Let us assemble as it were in his divine presence and 
humble ourselves before his omnipotence. 

Jesus had inquired where they had laid him-^he 
approached the place of death in tears. Alas ! those 
around him were ill calculated to afford him comfort ; 
he saw near him Mary weeping and the Jews who 
had so often witnessed his miraculous works drawing 
from those very works arguments in support of their 
unbelief — they asked with some anxiety and distrust, 
** Could not this man which opened the eyes of the 
blind have caused that even this man should not have 
died V* What strange reasoning ! we should have 
supposed they would have drawn a totally opposite 
conclusion, and have said, he that has opened the 
eyes of ^;nanbom blind, and thus proved his power 
to be divine, could, if it had pleased him, ord^ that 
this man should not die, and doubtless even now 
could recall him to life. No, the carnal man does not 
reason thus ; he does not infer God's perfections one 
from the other; his power from his love; his love 
from his infinite bounty — he must be told one by one 

M 3 
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all the consequences of the favor which his God has 
deigned to shew him^ and if he should not at once be 
able to comprehend the dispensation of eternal wisdom 
towards him, he draws this ungrateful conclusion, 
** there is nothing new under the Sun/' This logic 
of unbelief is found in our hearts, and on our lips^ 
even after the innumerable favors we have received 
from the Lord ; and we fall into mistrust, forgetful 
of his gifts and promises, if we be left but one day 
in trouble. Thus did the Disciples reason on their 
way to Emmaus, " * Jesus of Nazareth, was a 
Prophet^ mighty in deed and word before God and 
the people: rue trusted that it had been he whick 
should liave redeemed Israel ; and besides all this,, 
to-day is the third day "since these things were done." 
The resuscitated Saviour, said unto them, " O ! fools„ 
and slow of heart to believe all that the Prophets have 
spoken." 

However, Jesus did not pause to reason with them ^ 
he groaned in himself at all that was passing around 
him. But he cometh to the grave that he may con- 
found their unbelief, and he comforted those he loved^ 
by granting them more than they asked or hoped for*. 
Do we then need such miraculous favours in order to 
convince us of God's love ? Oh ! ye disciples of Jesus,, 
who like Martha and Mary are lamenting departed 
friends, your Almighty Redeemer can and will accom- 
pany you to their graves, and sympathise with your 
sorrows. He knows how to provide you comfort evea 

« St. Luke ssir. 19 and 21, and 85. 
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from the tomb, not by restoring to you in this world 
those you have lost, but by showing you by means of 
faith, that glorious day when you will meet for ever 
pure, holy, and blessed. The dust which conceals 
their mortal remains from your sight and preserves 
the seed of their glorious resurrectiou, can no more 
separate them from God and you than could the heavy 
stone at the entrance of the cave where Lazarus lay, 
prove a barrier between him and the power jof Jesus. 
The Saviour's love is like his power, it is unbounded. 

<< It was a cave and a stone lay lipon it," or as it 
might be translated, there was a stone at the mouth 
of the cave. According to the custom of the country, 
the cave was hewn out of the rock, from whence 
you descended a few steps of a narrow staircase. — 
The unbelieving Jews, and even, perhaps, Lazarus' 
sisters, wondered within themsdves what could be 
his purpose — did he go to weep there, or did he wif?h 
for the sad consolation of seeing where his friend's 
body was deposited — did he wish to bid him a last 
adieu I to shew the sympathy and regret he felt for 
his death ? The curiosity which these thoughts ex- 
cited, was rendered still more intense by the solemn 
command of Jesus — " Take ye away the stone." — 
What a moment of expectation and anxiety for the 
sisters ? What could be the intention of Jesus ? — 
Martha, who while they were removing the stone, 
thought of the state of corruption to which a body 
is subject some days after dissolution, shuddered at 
the idea. The violence of her emotions overcame her j 
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the secret hope she had nourished forsook her ; she 
even appeared to beseech the Lord to leave in peace 
the lifeless body ; ** Lord, said she, by this time he 
stinketh, for he hath been dead four days/* Four days 
only have elapsed since she had pressed to her bosom 
her beloved brother, since he could reply to her 
affection, since she watched his last look, and re- 
ceived his last adieu : and already he was a mass of 
corruption. Oh, the vanity of all that is human ! 
Oh, the dreadful curse of sin ! *' * Dust thou art, 
and to dust thou shalt return," Ye children of 
vanity ! is it to this perishable body, to this particle 
of clay, to which you devote your time, your talents, 
your fortune, and your life ? Do ye not know that 
you have an immortal soul? How long will you 
neglect it, and sacrifice it for the sake of a body 
which in four days may be the food of worms. 

Martha's words afford us another lesson. Men of 
science have decided, that the only certain sign of 
death is the decay of the body. To those unbelievers 
who foolishly seek in religious truth for mathematical 
certainties, it was necessary to have this convincing 
proof — ^they then could have no possible excuse for 
doubting the truth of the miracle he was about to 
work ; it was necessary that -if they rejected the 
divinity of his mission, the responsibility of their un- 
belief should rest ontbeir own guilty heads, and that 
God should do all to convince and save, that he 
may be just when he condemns • Spinosa, a cele« 

• Gen. m, 19. 
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brated author of that echool, saidy ^^ could he have 
persuaded himself of the truth of the resurrection of 
Lazarus, he would have rejected his^own system, and 
have embraced without difficulty the Christian faith.' 
We do not credit him — ^his understanding could not 
doubt, but his heart refused to believe. ^* ^ ye will 
not come to me that ye might have life." J[#sus see- 
ing Mary overwhelmed with grief, did not reason with 
her, knowing the comfort best suited to her-— he wept 
with her^ but he paused to strengthen Martha's sink- 
ing faith. ** Said I not unto thee that if thou wouldst 
believe thou shouldst seethe glory of God !" How often 
might our mercifid Saviour address these reproachful 
words to us ** said I not unto thee?' When in our 
affliction we do not look to Jesus for succour and 
submission, when our heart, oppressed with* sorrow 
and wasted with doubts, loses its faith and sees no 
hope, when by the darkness that surrounds us we cait^ 
no longer raise our eyes above and see the spangled 
heaven, but yielding to our diffictdties, are ready to 
say with Martha, ** Lord, by this time he stinketh, 
for he hath been dead four days." All is then lost, 
there is no hope on earth-— where are the promises 
made by God ? Must Jesus reproach us after all the 
pity and mercy he has shewn us with these words, 
<< Said I not unto thee that if thou wouldst believe 
thou shouldst seethe kingdom of God?" In the des* 
pondendy of your heart, and n0|; discerning the dis* 
pensations of my wisdom, a prey to your own sorrow, 

• St. John T. 40. 
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you are ready to sink with despair. Have I not told 
you that " * all things work together for good to 
them that love God ?" Under this impression of your 
weakness, you hai^e power only to lament that you 
cannot walk in my ways — you douht tbat I am your 
Saviour — you feel that your love for me is weak, and 
doubt that you are mine, that I have bought you with 
a price, and that; you are a child of God. Have I 
not told you that " t whosoever believeth in the Soa 
should not parish but have everlasting life ;" that 
" t by grace ye are saved," that " § the gift of God is 
eternal life," that " || the bruised reed I will not break,, 
and the smoking flax will I not quench," and that 
** If as a father pitieth his children so the Lord pitieth 
them ^hat fear him." Believe and thou shalt see 
the glory of God-»-his glory ought to be the sole 
object of your existence, even in the midst of your 
sufferings, when perhaps you are only seeking per- 
sonal ease and temporal welfare. When the aged man,, 
whose strength is weakness, whose wisdom is folly,, 
with all his doubts and difficulties, fears and troubles, 
keeps silence, and in the repose of his mind, faithr 
piercing through the darkness, he sees the light of 
hi^.ven ; when hope spreading her wings, shakes off 
the dust of the earth, and soars far above aU mortal 
things ; when the heart awakening to love, springs 
up towards its Redeemer ^ towards him, whom not 
having seen he love«^ when Mary's cry,. Bfltbboni,, 
Master^ escapes from his lips,, or perhaps the words 

• Rom. TiU. 38. ^ St. John iii. 15. t Epb. ii. 5. 
^ Bom. vi. 23. II Jsaiali zlii.8. IT Psulm ciU. 19. 
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T)f Thomas «^ ♦ My Lord and my God>*' when a feel- 
ing of veneration fills us with the eternal Majesty of 
God, then the Spirit of the Most High (that Spirit 
that conducting Ezekiel to the Desert, showed him in 
dry bones the Glory of God,) worketh within us, we 
then believe in, we behold the Glory of God, the 
glory of God in the midst of trials, the Glory of 
God at the verge of the tomb. 

However, the stone was removed and the corpse of 
Lazarus, laid in its cold bed and wrapped in its shroud, 
is visible to all. Oh ! what a sight ! what shudder- 
ings, fear, surprise, horror, expectations, and secret 
hope alternately seized on the minds of the spectators, 
varying according to the faith or unbelief each indi- 
vidually felt. A mournful silence reigned around as 
if spectres had arisen from this abode of death, and 
frozen all their faculties — they hardly dared to take 
their eyes oflF the dead, even to try and read in our 
Lord's countenance what his intentions were. The 
Prince of Life alone is filled with that Spirit which 
** t calleth those things that be not as if they were." 
He advanced with majestic step to the side of th^ 
tomb — he paused, lifted up his ey^s — he did not wish 
that the thoughts and looks of those present should 
dwell on the sad relics of death and decay — *^ he 
lifted up his eyes." This implied that they should 
look neither for relief or comfort fere below, " t that 
they must lift; up their eyes to the hills from whence 

« St. J^hn XX. 88. t Rom. ir. 17. i Psalm czzi. U 
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oomttli their help/' That ^* * they mnstnot seek the 
living among the dead •" but that each spirit should 
wing ito way, mounted on the wings of faith^ and 
soar far a^ve death and the grave, this world and 
themselves. Why, when in trouble, do we seem to 
fall upon ourselyes with all the weight of our suffer* 
ings? Why are our minds wrapped up in our grief 
as it were in a dark cloud. Alas ! the truth is, that 
being carnal minded, we know not how to lift our eyes 
as Jesus did, to heaven, from whence we should de- 
rive faith, hope, and comfi>rt. Teach us, O Lord ! 
how to raise our looks and thoughts, affections and 
prayers, to the Throne of Mercy. Jesus desired, by 
directing their eyes to heaven, to shew them before 
hand the infinite power by which he was going to 
work this great miracle. He wished to leave no shade 
of doubt on the subject — he wished to make it a holy 
work, and that it could be attributed to none other 
but Grod. He had foretold that the illness of Lazarus 
was to be <* for the glory of Qod^** and thus these 
words were Tulfille^U— and that no one might take 
from God tly glory which was due to him, he shewed 
them first the powerful arm that ordained the work. 

<« Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me.'* 
This was said before Jesus faadseen his prayer grafted. 
Lazarus was still lying in the tomb, in a state of 
dissolution, no spsfk of life had as yet kindled in 
his bosom, those around him beheld only his stif- 
fened and corrupt corpse. 

• St Lake zzir. 5. 
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My dear friends, this is faith, this is prayer, this 
is trust in the promises of God, and one of his pro- 
mises, where tru^ faith is, amounts to a gift. A prayer 
offered up in " * the spirit of supplieation«" is « 
prayer granted. Jesus prayed within him as he drew 
near to the grave of Lazarus, and he felt that prayer 
was granted — he knew that Lazarus had revivfid ; 
that his sisters were comforted ; that the faith of his 
Disciples was established ; that God was glorified ; 
that the Son of Man was glorified. Oh ! howdifierent 
would our prayers be if we received the promises of 
God as gifts already bestowed. It is by this spirit 
that the Apostle Paul saw, as well for himself as for 
the believers whom he addressed, that all difficulties 
were' overcome, all temptations conquered, all con- 
conflicts victoriously ended, and souls purified 
from sin, when he exclaimed triumphantly ** f We 
are more than <:onquerors through him that loved 
us." Passing over life and death, he says again, 
'< I He hath raised us up together, and made 
us sit together in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus." Embracing by faith all the gifts of God pro- 
mised to us, he thus speaks to the Disciples at Corinth, 
*< II Whether tlie world, or life, or death, or things 
present, or things to come, all are your's, and ye are 
Christ's, and Christ is God's, " I thank thee," said 
Jesus before his prayer was visibly granted — but, 
alas ! with what difficulty do our cold hearts return 
thanks to heaven even after our desires are obtained : 

* Zechariah xii. 10. f Rom. Tiii. 27. X ^h. il* 6. ti 1 Cor. iii. 82. 
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thanklessy faitUess, cold-hearted generation-^^^ and I 
knew, << added Jesus, '' that thonhearest me always, 
but because of the people who stood bj I said it, that 
they may believe that thon hast sent me.'' Could any 
one avoid discerning in thisfemiliar language, Him, 
who was one with the Father, who from all eternity 
held counsel with him, " • who was in the beginning 
with God, and who was God." ** I knew that thou 
hearest me always.** How could it be otherwise ? Had 
not the Father announced him to the world in these 
words, " § This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased.*' Who does not see, in the anxious care 
he takes of his surrounding flock, the good Shepherd 
who gave his life fer the sheep, and wandered over 
mountains and valleys, in search of one that was lost. 
Oh, my brethren ! if hitherto you have felt distrust 
in your prayers, take courage now. Jesus is always 
the same — ^to-day, as in the days of his appearing in 
the flesh-— before the throne of God, as at the grave 
of Lazarus. He says to his &ther, when interceding 
for us, words as full of faith as these, << I knew that 
thou hearest me always. As our Sovereign High 
Priest, he ofiersto God our humble prayers purified 
from sin, and kindling with a sacred flame, and, oh ! 
what a delightful thought is that comforting assurance 
that ^^ Gh>d always hears him." 

The jfnjer of Jesus recalled those present to a 
sense of recollection from which the terrific sight of 
death had afirighted them; their minds were pre* 

• 8t John L S nd 4. f Matt. iU. 17, 
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pared thus to witness this greatest of all xairacles.— 
Nothing was wanting but the conunand of an Almighty 
Power : the God man is abont to pronounce it, << And 
when he had thus spoken he cried with a loud voicey 
Lazarus comq forth." Oh ! what surprise and terror 
were caused by these words ! they pierced to the very 
souls of all present, and restored the life-blood to the 
heart of the dead — ^the bonds of the sepulchre are 
broken^-Hieath acknowledging itself vanquished, gave 
back its victim at the voiee of Jesus — the beholders 
see the stiff and lifeless limbs of Lazarus restored to 
the power of motion, he rises, he comes forth, wrapped 
in his shroud, and, Oh ! how wonderful ! << he that 
was dead came forth bound hand and foot with grave 
clothes, and his face was bound about with a napkin.' 
' All present were speechlesB with terror and surprise ; 
Martha and Mary hardly dared to embrace their 
brother^ they pould not believe the evidence of their 
sensea \ doubts and fears^ silenced even their love-^it 
seaned as if death^t to. avenge its overthrow, ha(| 
seized on them all. Jesus alone broke silence. With 
calmness and majesty << he saith unto them, loose him 
and let him go." 

Well do I here recognise the all-powerful voice 
which said in the beginning ^< * let there be light and 
there was Kght." Yes, I know it well — ^it is the voice 
which << t calkth those things which be not as though 
they were ;" it is the voice which restoreth the dead 

* Gen. L 8. t Bom. iv. 17. ) 
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f o life. Let us kneel before thee our God and Saviourf 
Lord of all, eternally blessed. " * Oh, Lord God 
of Hosts ! who is a strong Lord like unto thee ?" — 
What God is there in heaven and on earth that can do 
according to thy works and according to thy might ? 
The grave gives up its dead at thy command. Cor- 
ruption flies from thy presence. How blessed are we 
that our eternal destiny is in thy hands ? If thoulovest 
us, if we are thy redeemed, if thou art on our side, 
who can be against us ? What can we fear ? Not 
death, for before thee " f death is swallowed up in 
victory," nor the grave, for " t at thy voice we shall 
change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like 
unto his glorious body, according to the. working 
whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto 
himself:" " § for whether we live, we live unto the 
Lord, and whether we die, we die unto the Lord; 
whether we live therefore or die we are the Lcflrd's." 
** We praise thee, O God ! out of the depths jdo we', 
cry mito thee.'* ^< || We shail atundantly^tfer the 
imemory of thy great goodness and shall fing^ off -ttyi 
righteousness." " IF My mouth ^all speak the praise 
of the Lord and let all flesh bless his holy name for 



^ My dear brethren,* shall J. defeQrlb^. to you, the 
transports of joy and gratitude felt by the sisters of 
Lazarus, first pressing their brother to their l)osoms 
with tears of joy, then overcome by extreme thank-; 

♦ Psal. Ixxxix. 8. t 1 Cor. xv. 54. t Phtt- ^i- 2U ^ 

$ Rom. ziY. 8. H Psalm cxlr. 7. % Psalm czIy. 21. 
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fulness, prostrating themselves at the feet of Jesus—* 
shall I picture to you thb happy family restored to 
their former domestic bliss, and more warmly devoted 
than ever to the Author of their happiness-Hshall I 
tell you of the lessons the sisters had learned during 
their trials; lessonsof faith, gratitude, and holy love, 
a thousand times more precious than even the resto- 
ration of their brother — shall I shew you this peace- 
ful circle surrounding Jesus, six days before the 
Passover, that is, before his death — Mary anxiously 
seizing the first opportunity that offered, of testifying 
publicly her gratitude and love, by paying her Saviour 
the public homage due to him as her Lord and her 
King, having witnessed his Majesty at her brother's 
gra;ir&*-shall I shew you Martha, serving him joy- 
fully as in her former days of prosperity i Lazarus 
sitting at table with his heavenly Saviour, tt living 
testimony, by his resurrection, of that Saviour's power 
and divinity. What a picture, whi^t a conclusion to 
so much sorrow. Jesus is there to comfort them. 
Shall I describe the inward thoughts of the Disciples, 
for whose sake Jesus desired to give this undeniable 
proof of his Divinity, having said " I am glad for 
your sakes that I was not there, to the intent ye may 
believe ?" 

No ; however interesting such meditations may be,, 
we will not dwell on them, but leave them for 
your private reflections, and turn to what more im- 
mediately concerns ourselves, and the resurrection of 

N 2 
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Lazarus does indeed concern us — his rising from the 
grave at the voice of Jesus, is to us the source of 
great comfort, of powerful encouragement and salutary 
instruction. Yet a little while and the omnipotent 
voice which was heard in Bethany, will resound 
throughout the Heavens with the sound of a trumpet, 
and we, whatever we may be, shall all rise from our 
graves, as Lazarus did rise^ and as all succeeding 
generations shall rise ! Oh, what an appalling moment ! 
What a scene of terror ! Blessed then will be the 
friends of Jesus^ the Lazaruse^y Marthas, Mar^rs, 
&c. who will meet in ecstacies of joy those they had 
loved in God on earth, whose death they had bitterly 
lamented, and to whom tliey will be united for ever ; 
where '* * there is no more death, neither sorrow, nor 
crying, neither shall there be any more pain," because 
there is no more sin. The joy felt by the family of 
Bethafly was only a foretaste of eternal happiness ^ 
but, alas ! they were still among the contentions and 
ta'ials of this world, and, after a few short years of 
union, must again be separated by death. If we 
belong to Jesus, who is the " resurrection and the 
life," may his almighty power and love be to us as a 
strong hold and refuge, our tower of safety. Let 
nothing discourage us. Let us pass through time and 
death by the " f ^ope which maketh not ashamed.'* 
Let us realise by immovable faith, the glorious pro- 
mises of our Saviour and God, and the rapture of 
beholding him face to face : he has loved us so truly^ 

f ij«y. xxi. 4, t_Kom. y. 5,. 
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has wept over our sorrow, and desired that where be 
is, there should we be also. Let us appropriate to 
ourselves the tender pity he felt for his friends at 
Bethany, and may the tears he there shed, be shed 
for us when our hearts are bleeding from the stings of 
death. When we hear that he called Lazarus from 
his tomb, let us remember that for our sakes he over- 
came the world, the Devil, and the grave — that 
henceforth in all these thing?, " J we are more than 
conquerors in him who loved us." 

I had intended to close this lecture here, but, oh ! 
shall I ow^n to you that in spite of all our late cheer- 
ing thoughts, a reluctant and secret fear steals over 
me. I must impart it to you, though were it in- 
dulged it would thrill us with horror. I fancy to 
myself the solemn moment, when at the voice of him 
who U § raiseth the dead," we who are now assembled 
in this Church shall rise from our tombs^ shall see 
each other, shall know each other, as Lazarus and 
his sisters did, and joyfully embrace each other in the 
presence of Jesus — and then, in that awful moment, 
when our eternal fate is sealed, if it should be dis- 
covered that some among youy or even one of you, 
now before me, did not belong to Jesus, had not re- 
ceived from him the pardon that gives life, but was 
sinking under the weight of the condemnation of sin, 
deceived by vain illusions, and an outward semblance 
of Christianity ; in one word, were without a Saviour, 
without a hope, having, in fact, " || neither part or 
lot in the matter." Oh what agony and despair ! We 

f Bom. YiU. 97. $ 2 Cor. i. 9, U Acts yiii. 9]^ 
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eannoi even for a moment bear the dread idea. It 
overwhelms, us like the rocks and hills, which the 
wicked will vainly implore to cover them from the 
anger of GK>d. Oh ye immortal and responsible 
beings! we earnestly conjure you, for the sake of 
God's mercy, to avert from us and yourselves this 
grievous thought, by hastening to Golgotha this very 
day, aye, this very hour, and by seeldng there your 
refuge at the foot of the cross of Christ, being 
sprinkled and purified by the blood of the new Cove- 
nant. If among your relations and friends there should 
be one dear to you, who does not yet know the 
Saviour, who has not called upon the only name by 
which he can be Baved--i-I entreat you to supplicate 
your Redeemer, that he will touch his heart, and 
snatch it from certain destruction^ << * as the brand 
which is plucked out of the fire*'— that He will save 
him as ^it were in spite of himself, while salvation, 
pardon, and reconoiliation are within his reach.— « 
O Qoi ! should there be one among those now listen- 
ing to thy word, and hearing of thy bounty and love, 
or one whom I have known and cherished on earthy 
who at die last great day wiU be an example of thy 
justice, .instead of a monument of thy grace and 
everlasting love— let me beseedi thee, if ever thou 
hast listened to prayert or been moved to relent by 
earnest supplications, or the cries of an agonised 
spirit, that thou wouldst Ughten tne of this awful 
burden, and drive from my heart this sad anticipa- 
tion and fear. I must, I wiU hope. Oh! forgive me? 
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Lord, thou wiliest not the death of a ginnery but 
rather that he should turn from his wickedness and 
live, and '^ * all things are possible unto thee." 



LECTURE XL 

THE EFFECTS OF THE MIRACLE. 

Then manf of the Jews which came to Marf) and had seen the thingfs whidi 
Jeeus did, believed on him. But some of them went their ways to the Plm- 
risees, and told them what things Jesus had done, llien gatliered the chief 
priests and the Pharisees a Council, and said. What do we 1 for this man 
doeth many miracles. If we let him thus alone, all men will believe on him: 
and the Romans shall come and take away both our place and nation. And 
one of them named Caiphas, being the high priest that same year, said unto 
them. Ye know nothing at all. Nor consider that it is expedient for us, that 
one man should die for the people, and that the whole nation perish not. And 
this spake he not of himself : but being high priest that year, he prophesied 
that Jesus should die for that nation ; And not for that natiou only, but that 
also he sliould gather together in one the children of Ood that were scattered 
abroad.''— fi^ John xU 46— 6S. 

If there teone prophecy more than another, whose 
fulfilment has been peculiarly attested as clear and 
undeniablfe, by all people from the days of Jesus 
Christ even to our day, it is* that which was spoken 
by Simeon^ in the temple of Jerusalism— ^beheld in his 
aged arms, 'the child -in whom he saw the consolation 
of Israel, the desired of all nations, saying " f Be- 
hold, this child is set for the fall and rising again of 
inany in Israel : and for a sign which shall be spoken 
against :" This prophecy was in fact accomplished 
during the ministry of Jesus 5 it was accomplished 
at the tomb of Lazarus. Some believed on him, 
yhile others went to rouse the enmity of the Phari- 

• St; Hark ziy, 86. t St. Luke U. 94. 
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seed : it wafl accomplisbed itit hia deaths when some 
cried << * crucify himi his bl^od be on us and our 
children ;" bat future ages were to see in the cross 
and blood of the new Covenant the sign of their 
eternal salvation. It was accomplished in the first 
preaching of the Apostles, who were " f beaten with 
rods,'' by some persons, while thousands of others 
were converted to eternal life. It has been accom- 
plished for dighieen hundred years wherever the 
Gospel of Christ has been preached, which to <' t some 
was the savour of death unto death, and for others 
the savour of life unto life, << § and Ihe^wer of God 
unto salvation to every one that believeth.'' It is 
accomplished in our days, when the doctrine of the 
cross excites hatred and persecutions, at the same time 
that it gives joy, peace, and life to ad true believers. 

Let the enemies of the Gospel know that by their 
enmky and anger they are unconscious^ working a 
work they do not intend : they are living testimoniea 
of the truth of the very doctrines they are trying to 
overthrow-^they establish our faith most firmly in 
the crucified Saviour*— they are building up an edificCj^ 
of which they are trying to shake the very founda* 
tions — they have the misfortune to be the blind instru-* 
meats which God makes U3e of against theif wHl, in 
order to establish a kingdom, of which they can 
never be citisieas-^they are like the strange workmen 
in Israel, who prepared, with immense labour, the ma* 

• St. M«tt. zxTli, 80. t8Cor.zL8». }SCor.ii.ie. f Boiik i. 1& 
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terials of a magnifident tempk^ into whidi tiiej would 
never be pennitted to enter. 

The fiiBt object of the miracle was answered to the 
femilj of Bethany by their receiving comfort, and 
coming out of their trials, full of joy, confidence, 
and love. It was answered to the Disciples who saw 
therein the Glory of Oed; it was answered also to 
many of the Jews who, when they had seen the things 
tiiat Jesus did, believed on him ; but was it attained 
by the rest of the by^standers ? Was it attained by 
the Chief Priests and Pharisees : Alasl it was, but 
according to the sense of Simeon's fatal prophecy. 

'< Then many of the Jews who came to Hary, and 
had seen the things which Jesus did, believed on him." 
They had simple and upright hearts prepared by the 
Gtrace of God : it was naticral for any one to conclude, 
from the greatness of ibe miraelcy what must have 
been the wonderful power of him who worked it. 
They were eye*witnesses of this manifestation of his 
Omnipotence-'-diey had the advantage of concluding 
that such power could only be given to the Christ, 
the promised Messiah, the deliverer spoken of by the 
Prophets. They saw with their eyes and believed in 
their hearts. We must not suf^pose that their faith 
was suddenly enlightened, by a knowledge of the 
whole truth, which Jesus brought into the world : 
yet, from the time that they believed in his divinity, 
their hearts were willing to receive with submission 
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and perfect confidence every word tliat fell from the 
lips of this Ambassador from the Most High. The 
end of Jesus was attained, " because of the people 
which stand by, I said it, that they may believe 
that thou hast sent me." Miracles alone do not make 
converts ; but they dispose the heart by faith to con- 
version and life. Nicodemus believed the . miracles^ 
of Jesus— he saw In them a proof of his Divinity* 
" ♦ Rabbi," said he, " we know that thou art a teacher 
come from God ; for no man can do these miracles 
that thoudoest, except God be with him." However 
Nicodemus, notwithstanding this portion of faith, 
and his being a ruler of the Jews, was ignorant of 
the first principles of the doctrine of regeneration ; 
but moved by the faith within him, went to Je^us 
to be instructed in the knowledge of salvation, which 
he felt disposed to receive. This is but the first step, 
but it infallibly leads to something better, and on 
that account St. John left us minute details of this 
most afiecting story — ^and to those who read the re* 
surrection of Lazarus with attention, the evidence 
is as powerful as it was to those who, like St. John, 
were eye-witnesses of it. 

" Is this the Saviour the Gospel promises me ?" — 
This is a natural question to any one anxiously seek- 
ing the truth. I will resign my whole soul to such a 
master, such a Saviour. I know that in following 
him I cannot walk in darkness ; I will study line by 
line the words of eternal truth which he brought us 

• St. Ji^hn iU. 9. 
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from )ieayen. I know that this word is a sure guide. 
I will meditate on it with perfect confidence. I ac- 
knowledge its author, as my Teacher> mj King, and 
my Redeemer. A mind thus disposed will soon dis- 
cover that the doctrine and ^^ * word of God is sweeter 
to his taste, yea, sweeter than honey to his mouth." 
From belief in the miracle he will attain the &ith of 
experience, and will soon discern more divinity in 
one line of the blessed word, than the Jews could 
who were present at the reeurrection of Lazarus.—^ 
Miracles ought to occupy this important and useful 
situation in divine economy ; we are fiiUy convinced 
that those who expect the renewal of miracles in the 
Church before it can reach its promised glory, make 
as it were a retrograde motion ; they go down again 
to the lowest step iifitead oC rising like the Angels on 
Jacob's ladder to the conte^lation of the heavens : 
they wish to retrace their step^ and draw others to 
the faith of Nicodemus, fidth jHroduced by a miracle, 
and-which can exist without the love of Grod, or the 
new birth r it sets us forward/ but does not raise us, 
by a living and true futh, to the regions of spiritua- 
Ihy, and christian life. They desire the milk fit for 
babes instead of << the strong meat which belongeth 
to them that are of full age.*' " f God is love, and 
he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God." Now he 
that dwelleth in God by love, what need hath he of 
a visible manifestation of the power and love of God ? 
Which was nearest to JesuF, St. John leaning \^dth 

• PMlm cziz. 108. t Heb. v. 14. 
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confidence on his boflom, or the crowA who earnestly 
besought him for miracles? Jesus answered them, 
<< * A wicked and adtdterons generati(m sedLeth after 
a sign ; and there shall no sign be given nnto it, but 
the sign of the prophet Jonas, and he Idt them, 
and departed/' 

However, Jesus, in his infinite condescension, 
often made use of miracles to draw towards him the 
frivolous hearts of a sinfid and adulterous generation^ 
and notwithstanding what we have said, we are &r 
ffrom agreeing with some persons who imagine that 
miracles having once ceased, they cannot be renewed 
in the Church; we will not, howevei;, dwell on this 
fiubject, but consider how the rest of the Jews in 
Bethany profited by the greatest miracle ever worked 
before man. Alas! what would the Disciples and 
the sisters have said, if in the midst of their joy, 
^md the first tranq[M>rt of their love, they had hoai 
told, that this prodigious work, the resurrection of 
Lazarus, should be the secondary cause of the suffer- 
ings and death of the most holy^ die most just.— 
Could they have bdieved it possible ? Yet it was so. 
What mystery is there in such hard-beartedness and 
iniquity. " f The Disciple whom Jesus loved," now 
proceeds to shew us, in most affecting* words, the love 
and compassion of his Master — how could his pen 
disclose to us such scenes of wickedness ? but it is 
meet and right that we should know << t that every 
one who loveth is bom of God," and that " § the 
whole world lieth in wickedness."'^ 



• 1 St. John It. 10. t St. John n. 2. 
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^* But some df them went tlseir ways to the Pbari-* 
seeS) and told them what Jesus had done." What! 
they had come to Bethany Uy console Martha and 
Mary ; they had witnessed &eir sorrows ; they had 
seen their heavenly friend approach the tomb in tears; 
they had watched his nmjestic look turned to heaven ; 
had heard his prayers ; had heard his almighty voice 
pronounce the words, ^^Laza^rus come forth ;'' had 
seen the dead rise from the grave, and then the rap* 
tares ofjoy and thankfulness thatfollowed; andinstead 
of discerning therein the glory of Grod, and throwing 
themselves at the feet of Jesus, they went their ways 
4)6 warn ike Pharisees, his bitter enemies, of what > 
had occurred. Such is man, such he is, and such he 
will ever be, while he abandons himself to his naturat 
depravity of heart, and enmity to Ood. How then 
can you say that he is naturally good ; that he loves 
truth; that he is prone to believe. I could more easily 
believe you if you told me the rock yielded to- the 
vp'aves, which for centuries had been foaming and 
e xhausting themselves at its base. If the overpower- 
ing evidence manitested at the tomb of Lazarus were 
not a convincing proof of the love of Jesus, and 
could not touch man's heart and tame his hatred, 
(pardon this expression), you may seek among your 
worldly systems of religion and morality, for more 
powerful means in order to prove to us the natural 
goodness of the heart of man, but rather let me 
beseech you to acknowledge that there is no other 
power but the Grace of God, enable of convincing 
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or moving, or changing the hnman heart. Do not 
allege, that if revelation contained stronger proofe, 
and that there were fewer things in it above man.'s 
comprehension, that he wonld more readilj believe. 
No, the Jews who contuiiied incredulous, and even 
enemies of Jesus, at the tomb of Lazarus, bear insur- 
mountable testimony against this argument, and fur- 
nish us with an effective commentary on these words 
of Jesus,*^ * If they hear not Moses and the Prophets^ 
neither will they be persuaded though one rose from 
the dead." Do you wish for further proof? The Chief 
Priests and Pharisees will afford you one. 

^^ Then the Chief Priests and the Pharisees, having 
heejrd the report made by some who had witnessed thc^ 
resurrection of Lazarus, gathered a Council to deli- 
berate on this important affair. These Chief Priests, 
ministers of religion, were men to whom God had 
allotted the part of labouring for his glory, and the 
advancement of his kingdom ; and who, when they 
became acquainted with the truth, ought to have 
spread it, by every means in their power and at any 
personal risk whatever. How did they fulfil these 
sacred obligations 7 They asked each other, " What 
do we?" Besides the knowledge of their duty as 
Ministers of God, they cannot now be in error or 
ever doubt; they are .persuaded of the truth of the 
miracles worked by Jesus — they avow it, " For this 
man doeth many miracles." This knowledge was a 
precious talent confided to them of which they will 

• St. Luke XTi. 81. 
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have to give a fearful apcount in the day of judgment. 
Now, with so much light and conviction, had they 
among them a Gamaliel, who had the boldness to 
raise his voice in the cause of truth and justice. Was 
there among this ecclesiastical body " t an Israelite 
indeed, in whom is no guile,'* who will have courage 
to say, " this man doeth many miracles, he must 
then come from God — we ought to listen to him, and 
humbly submit ourselves to his doctrine." No, on 
the contrary, all in this Council were puffed up with 
passion, self-sufficiency and pride. Idolators of them- 
selves, full of vanity, proud of their influence and 
money, they had n'^t the Glory of God before their 
eyes: therefore what could be expected from them 
more than trom any one whose heart has not been 
renewed and sanctified ? You cannot say that in this 
instance we take our example of the wickedness of 
the human heart, from the depraved classes of society ; 
on the contrary, they were the most enlightened of the 
people, whose education was peculiarly calculated to 
develop their moral sense ; in fact they were ministers 
of religion. Let ud attendy* and seek for those senti- 
ments of probity, juistice and virtue, which you sup- 
pose to be natural to man. Let us ocamine how they 
answer this simple question, " What do we?" 

" If We let him alotie, all men urtll believe oh hiin ; 
and the Romans shall come and take away both oiir 
name and nation." " If w^ let him alone." Thus 
from the flrst,^ the question was not, whether he camd 

t St. John i. 47. 
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fromGody whether be preached the trath, or whether 
he was the true Messiah promised to Israel — the 
question of truth and justice seems wholly discarded ; 
all they desire is, not to *^ let him alone/' but by 
main force to restrain and condemn him. What depth 
of iniquity ! What fearful depravity was this I What 
inconceivable contempt for the fairest and simplest 
principles of justice and virtue. This alone conveys 
to us an idea of the corruption which filled the minds 
of these judges in Israel, those false prophets, " ♦ ye 
have taken away the key of knowledge, ye enter not 
in yourselves, and them that were entering in ye hin- 
dered.'* " If we let him alone." Oh ye fools I ye 
worms of the earth ! in your wretched pride ye are 
discussing whether you will let alone Him, who came 
to overcome death and the grave — ^who came to reveal 
to us, a power truly divine — ^who created worlds, and 
by one word could reduce you to the nothingness 
from whi(^ he took yon. Such deplorable blindness 
and rage seem always to accompany an enmity 
towards God, and we see in our days as in the days 
of Christ, ** f the great men of the earth," the Chief 
Priests and Pharisees, ^^ | taking counsel together 
against the Lord and against his anointed," against 
the eternal truth of Gh>d, which according to promise^ 
is to reign over the whole universe. There is nothing 
new under the Sun, and since Christ hLmflelf^ and the 
servants and disciples that followed him through suc- 
ceeding ages, have met bitter enemies in those who 

*SkLu]n mLBS, t Ber. xtU. 88. ; PnOm U S. 
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by their voci^on should have, been zeedous friends^ 
how can the faithful witnesses of the truth in our days 
be astonished at meeting enmity and persecutions in 
the name of Veligion and the church ? We may be 
grieved at thi^, but not astonished ; we may suflTer by 
it, but should not cease to invoke him who has power 
" § to open th^ eyes of the blind/' 

But let us proceed to the arguments of the Chief 
Priests, for it was necessary they should have some 
arguments in excuse for their conduct : 

<< If we let him alone all men will believe on him^ 
and the Romans shall come and take away both our 
place and nation." These are two very powerful 
reasons, two very conclusive considerations; first, 
all men will believe in him : seoondly, the Romans 
shall come : but not a word of condemnation against 
Jesus — ^they had no principle of action ; their reasons 
were founded on imaginary consequences— however, 
it was necessary to condemn him, or all men would 
believe on him. What a testimony is this of the force 
of the truth as spoken by Jesus? Ah ! if he be from 
God, if he doeth many miracles, if he be the Messiah, 
the deliverer promised to Israel, rejoice ye Chief 
Priests, be the first to point him out to the people as 
the teacher they ought to follow, as the Saviour they 
ought to love, as the Gh>d in whom they should place 
their whole trust. It is you who ought to be well 
acquainted with the prophecies that promised him to 
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the world. You -who were placed like sentinels in 
Israel — who ought to know the moment of the re-es- 
tablishment of David's spiritual kingdom. Why 
are you not at your posts — why do you not proclaim 
from the pulpit of Moses the Messiah, the King, and 
the Saviour? But say they, if all believe on him,, 
what wou^d become of our influence, our honors, 
consideration, and places? Here is the true and 
secret spring of your actions, and what you dread 
more than even the Romans Your idol is Pride, be- 
fore that idol all must bend the knee, even the King 
of Glory, when he came to call Lazarus from his 
grave ; he who bed been promised to the world during 
four thousand years of prophecy. " The Romans 
shall come." What matter, ye children of Abraham 
who glory in your freedom, who far from being con- 
quered by the masters of the universe, can boast 
that you have never been subject to the yoke of the 
Caesars ; you who obstinately refused them the title 
of Lord, yet are trembling when the question before 
you is eternal troth, the glory of your nation, or the 
everlasting salvation of the immortal souls which God 
has confided to your care. Where now is your boasted 
courage ? But this was only a pretext, for the €hief 
Priests knew wdl that the Romans tolerated from 
policy the religion of all thie nations they conquered : 
and the Jews would not be exterminated sooner, for 
believing in Jesus than: for believing in Moses. — 
Nevertheless, what powerful reasoning it would be 
if the speaker could inspire his colleagues with a fear 
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temple), and their nation. Ther» would! be an end 
of their honors, their temple, their revenues. So we 
are still at the beginning of our argument) it was 
necessary he should be condemned. 

How blind is that man who rebels against God ! 
it was ever true, that " ♦ the wicked worketh a de- 
ceitful work." The Chief Priests condemned Jesus to 
death, lest all men should believe on him, but it was 
precisely his death which did, and ever will, spread 
belief in Jesus. 

St. Peter, at his first preaching, reproached the 
people on account of this death, and hj so doing 
moved to compnnction, and converted to the truth,, 
five thousand persons. The Chief Priests oondemned^ 
Jesus, lest the Romans should take away their place 
and nation $ in so doing, by putting the finishing 
stroke to their transgressions, they drew <m them- 
selves the last ju<^ment of a holy and just God, and 
the Romans really came and annihilated their Chief- 
Priests^ their place and nation. If there were but 
one spark of wisdom among the enemies of Christ : 
if the bands which covered their eyes were not so. 
thick, they would tremble to expose themselves to the 
danger of being found ** f fighting against God." 

Such were the arguments brought before the assem- 
bly when Caiaphas, who as High Priest, presided in 
this wicked Council rose, and feeling impatient at the 

* ProT. il. 18. t Acts T. ao. 
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length of this didcussion^ cried out in an angry voices 
^^ Ye know nothing at all, nor consider that it is ex- 
pedient for us that one man should die for the people, 
and that the whole nation should perish not." Expe- 
dient for us ! Here then is the motive to which al^ 
others should be subservient, this is the shameful con- 
sideration which is to silence justice itself. " It is 
expedient for us :** — ^he must therefore be condemned. 
How these words disclose the secret thoughts of these 
judges ! What a lesson to future generations ! It is 
probable that the rest of these rulers had not the inm 
pudence to expose publicly the baseness ef their mindlB) 
but in defiiult of virtue had a certain share of hjpo-> 
t^risj. God permitted the High Priest, the successor 
of Aaron, to lay op^i to the world, the hidden motives 
of those whose actions warred against eternal truth. 
Self-intere9t, or expediency, avowed or concealed 
under the cloak of hypocrisyj^ was the Deity or Prince 
of this world, tha impure idol to wUeh every thing 
WAS to be sacrificed;, and in submission ta this idol, 
it was decided on, that Jesus should not be *^ let 
alone," as some of the members of the Sanhedrim 
had proposed — ^tbey dared not combat with the truth, 
so they must destroy it ; they cared not if Jesus were 
condemned, it was necessary he should die. ^* It is 
expedient for us that one man should die for the 
people :" And who could be surprised at this? Who 
does not know that impiety loosens the rein of that 
enmity that lurks in the heart of unregenerated man. 
^< * Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer." 

• I St Jobn Ui. 15. 
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Whether in will or in deed signifies but little in th# 
eyes of God. It might be said^ that Caiaphas had 
the interest of the nation at heart— -thns it would seem 
that the principle is not new which sanctions the death 
of an innocent man for the public good ; Caiaphas 
appears to have been of that opinion — ^to him the death 
of our Lord, was a measure of policy, a state pro* 
ceeding, but it rather deserved the name of a mea* 
sure of Satan, and the policy of Demons. The cries 
wrung from millions of victims, sacrificed to this 
expediency, would reach from earth to heaven, and 
proclaim more loudly than all that we could advance, 
the moral degradation of the human race. But we 
have already shewn that the national safety was in 
no way implicated, in the faith of the people, and the 
members of this Council were guided by self-interest, 
and unbounded rage. What an humiliating truth! 
Oh Jesus ! thou hast died for such people ; thou hast 
died to raise them firom their fallen state; thou hast 
died fo purchase a new life for us. 

But how marvellous 1 it is this identical death, pro- 
phesied by Caiaphas, which procured us salvation 
and deliverance. Like Balaam, he intended to curse, 
but pronounced a blessing ; he permitted a murder to 
be committed, and by so doing perfected the great sacri- 
fice of that atonement which has been the redemption 
of the world, << And this he spake not of himself, 
but being High Priest that year, he prophesied that 
Jesus should die for the nation.'* Caiaphas being 
High Priest, president of the Supreme Ecclesiastictd 
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pourt, hifl inyoluntaiy prophecy necessarily came 
from above^ and was considered of the greatest im- 
portance. It had a solemn sound in the ears of all 
that surromided him, and will go down to the latest 
posterity. ** And this spake he not of himself.''-^ 
The impiety of the thought, and the wickedness of 
the proposal, did originate in him, or rather in 
the evil spirit, but oih I how great was the wisdom 
and power of God! Caiaphas imagined he acted 
according to the dictates of his own will, and that he 
was serring the cause of the prince of darkness, 
whereas God made him unconsciously a Prophet of 
the truth, an Apostle of the glad tidngs of salvation. 
God could have visited this enemy of our Lord with 
some of the awful judgments with which he had often 
punished impiety — ^he might have caused him to die 
like Herod, eaten by worms. But no, it pleased the 
Al]|iighty that even his own enemy should be made 
available to his glory, and that this blind instrument 
of Satan should actually announce the plan of mercy 
which he intended for the redemption of a sinful 
world — ^that the words which proceeded from his 
impure and angry lips, should be a canticle of praise 
and blessing to succeeding ages. Who could oppose 
the will of God? The enemies of Christ assembled, 
and from one of their Council, God ordained the 
fulfilment of the promises respecting the glorious 
reign of his Son— their Chief announced to the world 
the event by which all the powers of darkness will be 
trodden under foot. God sometimes makes use of his 
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enemies as instruments of his purpose ; he can draw 
praise from hell itself, and compel the powers of 
darkness as well as the Angels of Heaven, to cry 
*< * Glory to God in the highest.". 

Condemn, then, and crucify the Prince of Life, ye 
wicked Councillors, if his death he the signal of 
your condemnation, it is round his cross that will he 
gathered together in one, not that nation only, but 
all the children of God ; there they will meet our 
Evangelist, and hold converse with him. Jesus died 
not only for the children of Israel, whose interests 
this Council professed to have at heart, but for the 
ransomed of all people, nations, tongues, and tribes, 
which were made his by the election of his divine 
grace. 

Ye children of God, who are yet scattered abroad 
and exposed to trials and strifes, consider the intent 
of him who died for you — he will gather you together, 
will bring all your thoughts and affections captive to 
the foot of the Cross, will separate you from the 
world, gather you into his sheepfold — ^and oh ! what 
have you to fear ! Listen to the prayer which he sent 
up to Heaven for you, "f Father, I will that they 
also whom thou hast given me be with me where I 
am." This prayer is granted. There are none even 
of your enemies who may not in the end contribute to 
your eternal salvation, and give glory to the God who 
saved you. It is your glorious portion to be gathered 

• Luk6 ii. 14. t St. Jo^ zvO. 94. 
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together from 70ur dispersion, and to be united for ever 
witttbeQliildrenofGod. Who couldidack you from the 
hand of the Almighty ? ^^ * For I am persuaded* that 
neither death nor life> nor angeU, nor principalities, 
norpowersy nor things present^ nor things to come, 
nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature shall 
be able to 8q>arateus from the lore of God, which is 
in Christ Jesus our Lord.'* 

In delivering these lectures could my feeble vmioe 
address some troubled spirit whom Jesus invites lo 
taste of heavenly consolation— could I reach those 
who in any way oppose the merciful mteations of 
Grod towards them, let n^e anxiously beseech them, 
even with tears in mj eyes, to take pity on them- 
selves, to oome while it is yet time to the only sojaree 
of life, to the Saviour of sinners, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Oh ! yet a little wMLb, ye immortal spirits, 
ye Will see face to face the Lord of Glory, who will 
come again, not to weep at the grave of his friend, 
or lament the folly of those who rejected him, but th 
exercise justice and judgment : to " • take Tengeance 
on them that know not God, and that obey not the 
Gospel of our Lord Jesus. Christ." I exhort you to 
love Jesus at the tomb of Lazarus, that your love 
may be perfected when he cometh in the Glory of 
his Father with the Holy Angels. 

Baft thou only avt abk* ahnighty fimRmnr, to raiee 
uaaiBtbDA didst LasaniB from the 8&-4eivaflBiBg gsave, 
to restore lift to e«ur withered benes, to givie fis « new 

•-Bom. Till. 98 and 80. t S TOmis. L 8. 
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heart capable of loving thee, and a new life to devote 
to thy service. Oh ! may thy word resound within 
nSf may our spiritual death and corruption prove no 
hindrance to our receiving that word ** ♦ which calleth 
those things that be not, as though they were." Oh ! 
may thy infinite love awaken a sacred flame in our 
stony hearts, and displace our self-love and cor- 
ruption. To love thee, oh ! merciful Redeemer-— 
to love thee with all our minds, with all our souls, 
with all our strength — ^this is the object of our Uves ; 
the great end for which thou hast given us our exist- 
enee, and ransomed us at so great a price. Let us 
then obtain this end before it be too late ; snatch us 
from perdition, save us as it were in spite of our- 
selves — Oh I rather let us love thee vrith vrilling hearts, 
and consecrate our lives, thoughts, and affections to 
thee. Art thou not the Ood of all goodness and 
mercy ? To whom else could we fly ? Thou only hast 
the words of eternal life. 

* Romans !▼. 17. 



Digitized by 



Google 






D^itized by VjOOQiC 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 





/Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



